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PREFACE 


Twenty one years ago on 4th February 1934, my father 
Madhusudan Das died. Many of his friends and high officials, 
and non-officials, Indians and Europeans sent their con- 
dolence messages to me. JTasked them to send me some 
reminiscences about my father. Everyone of them sent as 
they knew him. For various reasons I bave not been able 
to publish them ina book. At this distant date at the age 
of 81 when I can hardly use my eyes, I wish to publish these 
reminisecnces and I regret to say that I have mislaid some 
of the reminiscences and I apologise to those friends whose 
appreciative articles dave lost. 

The reminiscences will tell their own tale of what Madhbu- 
sudan was and what he did. Many of the writers are no 
more. They too have gone to the land where Madhusudan 
is. Owing to my illness and defective sight, I left the 
manuscript to a friend who promised to see to its publication 
properly, but unfortunately be has not done it and the book 
is nob published to my lSiking. However I hope my readers 
will be interested in the subject matter contributed by 
various friends who knew Madusudhan. 


Shoila Bala Das 
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REMINISCENCE OF NON-OFFICIALS 


(1) 
AN APPRECIATION 


By MAHATMA GANDHI 


I had the privilege of meeting the late Madhusudan 
Das. He wasa great patriot. He held most liberal views 
about religion. Though he professed Christianity, he had 
the same regard for Hinduism that he entertained for his 
own faith. He wor? himself*out in teaching the youth of 
Nis country dignity of labour and gave practical proof of 
his teaching by establishing at great sacrifice a tannery in 
Cuttack. 


(2) 
“A TRIBUTE OF LOVE AND RESPECT” 


From BABU RAJENDRA PRASAD 
ExePresident, Indian Nationw Congress, Patna 


I first met Mr. M.S, Das when he came to preside 
over the Bihar Students" Conference which was held at 
Motihari, We travelled together on our way to Champaran 
and the conversation I had with him in the train and on 


the steamer left an indelible impression on my mind about 
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his personality, intellectual depth, fearlessness and love 
and devotion to country. Ina long life full of varied 
activity he was ever Striving to serve the people and, as 
he told me, although he ruined himself financially he 
never sent his*hat round for public help. It was a matter 
of deep regret that the Utkal Tannery on which he spent 
so much and to which he was so much attached as a child 
of his creation could not prosper on account of lack of 
financial support. His public gareer commenced long 
before men like me were born and healways struck an 
original line of his own, I remember how when as a 
Minister he was on a visit to Chapra and learning that I 
was ill he came to see me and how by the mere touch of 
his soft fingers I felt a sort of relief. Just towards the end 
of his all too brief ministerial career he told me that he 
had done his best to give | a liberal Local Self-Governinent 
Act to the province but the was afraid there were forces 
acting against it and we should be on our guard to see that 
no tampering with the popular rights contained in it was 
allowed or tolerated by the public. He was not afraid to 
speak and do the right regardless of consequences and 
every one knows what hard times awaited him towards 
the evening of his days when he had to carry on ‘practice 
at the Bar at an age which is rarely. reached by men in 
this country and which hardly ever turns out to bean 
active period in the life of any man. But he faced it, and 
faced it boldly and well. 


a 
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AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 


(3) 
A BRIEF NOTES ON MADHUSUDAN 


By AcuHarjya P. C, Roy 


Mr. M.S. Das had many sided activities and there are 
many competent authorities to speak about them; but 1 
shall confine myself to only one side of them, viz. the one 
whi¢h has been the obsession of my life. 

The first time I came across him was some thirty years 
ago, whenI was invited by the then Director of Public Ins- 
truction Mr. Archsdale Earle (afterwards Sir) to deliver a 
course of lectures t@2Jyinior ‘Peachers in Cuttack. 

Mr. Das very kindly invited me to see his Art School 
and I availed myself of the opportunity to see his well- 
known ‘Orissa Art Wares’ which was then languishing 
for want of adequate public support. He had organised 
a workshop where nearly 100 men were engaged in the 
craft, specially the delicate gold and silver filigree works 
for which Cuttack was famous at one time. Mr. Das 
seemed to wax eloquent over the possibililies of the 
@elicate arts which had been in vogue from time immemo- 
tial, but for want of support was almost dead. He spent 
quite a fortune out of his own purse for the resuseitation 
of the lost glories. 

The next time I met him was when I visited Cuttack 
in 1924, as the President of the Utkal Union Conference. 
This time too Mr. Das invited me to visit his Utkal 
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Tannéry, which he had established on about 40 acres of 
land near Cuttack Station, and in which he had also 
invested ,a very considerable sum of money of his own. 
Unfortunately he did not get much response from locak 
public. Itis ote of the drawbacks incidental to the cause 
of Industry in this country, that those who have been 
foremost in starting industries have been as a rule (in 
Bengal and Orissa) lawyers, doctors etc. The most essen- 
tial thing requisite in business affairs is previous training 


at an early age in them. 


It has been found that in England asin America, 
some of the foremost of buSinessmew and industrialists 
have risen from the ranks who are innocent even of 
secondary education not tospeak of University. Andrew 
Carnegie, Heary Ford and Eastman (of Kodak) had not 
T’am afraid, even the benefit of secondary education, In 
England William Hascott Lever, Sir Thomas Lipton 
in fact almost all the founders of big business houses were 


innocent of University Education. 


But in our unfortunate country those who have got 
ideals and enterprise are geuerally men of high culture 
and education and they labour under a serious disadvan- 
tage when they have got to give a practical shape to their 
ideas and so often we have to witness tragedies. I need 
not here pause to relate the stories of failure in under- 
takings started under such auspices ; but this is no reason 
why one should sit idle with folded hands. ‘Failures 
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are the precursors of success for future generatiofs’. I 
have myself burrt iny fingers over oue or two undertakings 
but Ihave never been dejected rather spurred to greater 
activities by such temporary set-backs. 

Ifthe new generation which has spruug up since the 
demise of Mr. Das, takes up the cue and builds on the 
foundation laid by him at enormous sacrifice to himself, 
the future of Orissa will turn into a much brighter, 
happier and more prosperous oue specially with the advent 
of the new Province, which, too, owes its creation to 
Mr. Das, 

Mr. Das had reelised at aetime when our countrymen 
had no such awakening that unless we could revive 
and create mew industries, there will be no economic 
salvation for our people who are solely dependent on uncer- 
tain agricultural pursuits. 

I shall now conclude with oue word—viz. that Mr. Das 
died a martyr tothe cause of Industry and to the uplift 


of his countrymen. 


(4) 
“MY IMPRESSION” 
By Mr. SHYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJRE, M.L.A., 
Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta University 
My earliest recollection of Madhusudan Das goes back 
to a period now nearly twenty-five years ago when I was 


about 11 years of age. Das came to see my father, 
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Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, infCalcutta. He must have come 
to our house many a time before this but I believe this is 
my first? remembrance of his visit. I was struck by the 
respect and affection shown by my father to an elderly 
gentleman, thinly-built but with keen penetrating eyes and 
beaming with energy, who was talking to my fatber with 
anatural air of authority. As the interview came to a 
close, I saw my father leaving his hall of study, littered 
with books, files and papers, and going downstairs with 
his visitor apparently to see him off. He presently came 
back to resume his work. Ashe came up, one could see 
how satisfied he felt at having done soruething which was. 
at once a pleasure andaduty. He saw curiosity in my 
eyes ; indeed, I was eager to know whothis gentleman 
was. My father said, “Do you not know him? He is my 
old guru Mr. M. S. Das, the? great man of Orissa”. My 
first impression of Das was tbus naturally very profound— 
Isaw him as the acknowledged guru of my father who 


was my adored ideal in every respect. 


As years rolled on [ heard of the intimacy that existed 
between our family and that of Madhusudan. With 
delight and gratitude my father often described his asso- 
ciation with Das and told us how mu¢h he owed to his. 
former teacher. “He not only taught me English but 
also inspired me to regard character and independence 
as two of the supreme virtues in man”, he used to say. 


Such was the force of Das’s personality and so genuine 
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e 
was the understanding between these two great minds 
that the sweet relationship between the teacher and the 
pupil well stood the passage of years and change of 


environments and never did it grow dim or stale. 
e 


The last time that Isaw my father alive was on 17th 
May, 1924, eight days before his sudden death at Patna: 
during this week-end he was in Calcutta. My memory 
of this last meeting is closely associated with Madhusudan 
Das, I was leaving hoine for the railway station on my 
way to Simla. Das had come to see my father and they 
two were engaged in deep and earnest conversation about 
some important mattérs. I entered my father’s room and 
took the dust of his feet before my departure. Das, who 
was lookixg at us both witha kindly smile, quietly said 
to my father, “Asu, I think you inust go to the station to see 
your son off. We shall continue our discussion to morrow”. 
This pleased me immensely. I had my father’s company 
for an hour and a half Jonger, thanks tothe understanding 
mind of Das. And I vividly recollect how earnestly he 
talked about various things, how confidently he unfolded 
some of his future plans of activity. Who could have 
dreamt when the mail left Howrah carrying SirC. Y. 
Raman and myself—we were travelling together—to 
Simla, leaving my father on the platform waving his hand 
at us, full of life and action, that Iwas having my last 
and final glimpse at him 1! 


One thing which I recall was the mode of address 
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ndepted by my father while writing letters to Das. He 
never wrote as “My dear Mr. Das”—it was always “My 
dear Sir’ to begin with and ending as “Yours affection- 
ately”. T’o Westerners it may mean insignificant ; but to 
Indians this form indicates a spontaneous respect showu 
by a devoted pupil to his former preceptor. To many my 
father appeared at fitst “sight to be a person with an 
aggressive personality and rough exterior. But his heart, 
as many know, was full of milk of human kindness. Iu 
life he had to suffer attacks and opposition from quarters 
expected and unexpected. But he seldom made a display 
of his troubles and difficulfies, Of tde very few persous 
to whom he unburdeued himself without reserve, one was 
Madhusudan Das. Iu the later period of his life I had 
typed not a few letters written by the pupil to his former 
teacher which dealt with many men and eveuts, the 
opinions expressed being as free as they were frank, The 
replies of Das came promptly, Long and closely-written 
letters they were, but never difficult to read as Das’s 
handwriting was very clear and had a distinctive character 
of itsown. They discussed dispassionately the various 
questions raised in my father’s letters; they also often 
dealt with problems with -which- Das himself was con~- 
fronted. Hope, faith and courage were Das’s predominant 


note and his letters glowed with optimism, 


In 1923 my father was passing through one of the most 
disturbing periods of his life—at home suffering from a 
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domestic sorrow which, as events showed, dealt him a 
deathblow, and in public life subjected to the fury of a 
deep-rooted conspiracy which threatened to destroy his 
beloved university. Das who knew without being told 
that his pupil needed his comforting company came to 
Calcutta and spent hours with him. One does not know 
what exactly transpired at such meetings but there can be 
no question that both drew from each other the best that 
either could give, thus deepening their mutual affection 
and understanding. Two of Das’s characteristics are 
evident in many of his letters. One was his determination 
to fight adversity &id.not to be overcome by it; the other 
was his unalterable faith in Providence which he knew 


would never ultimately allow a just cause to suffer. 


An intimate biography of Das will be studied with 
profit and interest not only in Orissa but in all parts of 
India. His career will show how it is possible for one man 
endowed with practical statesmanship, with indomitable 
will, energy and courage, to raise the level of his province 
and usher in a new era of hope and progress. He is rightly 
called the maker of a new Orissa ; for this, generations of 
her people will cherish his name with reverence and 
affection. But Das was’a mighty Indian nationalist first 
aud everything else afterwards And as such his career 
will be a shining example for all Indian youths to profit 
by. During the brief period of his ministership in Bihar 


aud Orissa under the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, he 
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gave abundant proot of his patriotism. his administrative 
capacity, his constructive powers to reshape the destinies 
of his province in accordance with truly national demands. 
All this he did with success ; and he did somethiug more. 
He carried out "his duties fearlessly in the truest sense of 
the word, He stood firm like a rock, true to his principles 
and ideals and never compromised his position or prestige 
for a mess of pottage. Some of the letters which passed 
between him and the Governmental authorities of the day 
will disclose his independence of outlook and strength of 
conviction. They deal with several matters of constitutional 
importance and will be studied to-day wich profit by Indian 
belonging to all shades of political opinion. Whether as a 
social worker or a promoter of educational and iudustrial 
expansion or a champion of political rights and privileges, 
he never adopted any method which his opponents might 
describe as unclean or unworthy. Das was a God-fearing 
mat, a man who would never dream of abandoning the 
path of truth or righteousness. May the lite and career 
of such a leader of men—unselfish, honest and brave—serve 
to lead the India of to-day to her pre-destined path of- 
glory, progress and freedom ! 
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(5 ) 
“A LANDMARK AND A TOWERING PERSO. 
NALITY IN ORISSA” 


By Mr. SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA. BAR; AT-Law, 


Vice-Chancellor, Patna University 


The death of Madhusudan Das, in 1934, removed a2 
landmark and a towering personality in Orissa. Born in 
1848, and dying at the advanced age of 84, he was beyond 
all doubt the greatest Oriya of modern times, and was long 
justly known as the “grand old man” of Orissa. Though 
a devout Christian he enjoyed the confidence and co- 
mmanded the respect ‘of all sections of the Oriya community, 
and was the trusted adviser and confidant of the leading 
land-owners and the ruling chiefs of his province, by reason 
of his public activities as the pioneer in education and 
industry in Orissa. He led with zeal and enthusiasm the 
movement for the constitution of Orissa as a separate 
province, and he died, literally in harness, working till his 
last breath, to realise his heart’s desire. He represented 
Orissa in the Bengal Legislative Council for four terms, 
and was elected by the Legislative Council of Bihar and 
Orissa to the Imperial Legislative Council, in 1913. He 
was then elected t) the Bihar and Orissa Council, and 
appointed Minister-in-charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department. During his term of office as Minister the- 
enactment of two liberal measures of local self-government- 


was his most notable achievement. 
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I'knew Madhusudan Das intimately for a long time, 
both as a public man and asa colleague in the Govern- 
ment of Bihar and Orissa, when he was the Minister and I 
the Finance Member. I found him a man of principles, 
assiduous in the discharge of his duties, straightforward 
and conscientious, but a little eccentric. It was his eccen- 
tricity which made him suddenly resign the ministership 
not by reason of a vote of censure by the legislature, but 
because the Governor did not agree to his proposal that 
instead of drawing his salary as a Minister, he should be 
allowed to maintain himself by practising at the Bar, and 
also working as a Minister«without yalary. For a long 
series of years his chief interest was the industrial advance- 
ment of Orissa, and his Utkal Tannery, at Cuttack, was a 
standing monument of his remarkable zeal and perse- 
verance in this direction, though it ultimately failed before 
his death. As Finance Member, I tried to assist him in 
the rehabilitation of the tanning industry, but Snancial 
difficulties stood in the way, and nearly crushed this great 


pioneer worker in industrial development. 


Madhusudan was the frst Oriya graduate in Art and 
Law of the Calcutta University, and was for many years 
its Fellow. He wasa man of scholarly, attainments and 
had a fair knowledge of Persian as well. His education 
-and training was mostly in Calcutta, among Bengalis, with 
the result that he spoke both English and Bengali remarka- 
bly well, without accent, and was also an effective speaker, 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 13° 


aud powerful writer. He made his mark as a sRilful 
debater in the Bengal and the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 
Councils. When he ultimately came to occupy the position 
of a Minister, he soon made the heads of the departments, 
which were in his special charge, rather uncomfortable by 
reason of his strict supervision of their work, with the 
result that the latter tried to make it uncomfortable for 
him but was not successful. He resigned as stated above 
and reverted to his profession and to industty—his first 
love. His dogged independence as a Minister, and sus. 
tained spirit of sacrifice as a pioneer industrialist, should 
ever be a beacon light to the people of Bihar and Orissa. 
Although a Minister he never concealed his dislike for the 
system of dyarchy, and on one occasion he ended a speech, 
in the Legislative Council, by quoting a Persian verse 
which said that no one would care to come uuder the 
shadow of an owl, even though the auspicious bird 
“Humaan” were to become extinct. This reference to a 
Minjster under dyarchy as an owl was a standing joke for 
years. 


It was Madhusudan Das who, more than any other 
Oriya within living memory, revitalised his countrymen by 
exhorting them to,cherish with pride their rich heritage, 
to give up their inferiority complex, and to demonstrate 
their innate fitness. . Equipped with talent and an unco- 
mimon capacity for organisation, he aimed at transforming 
the Oriya character, aud the assiduity and the earnestness 
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witht which he applied himself to the task, and the sacri- 
fices he made therefore, won for him the unstinted homage 
of his Oriya fellow-countrymen. The First Utkal Provin- 
cial Conference, held in 1903, which created unpreceden- 
ted enthusiasri and inaugurated a new era in the history 
of Orissa, was initiated by him and his influence amongst 
Oriyas, was so great that whether he was right or wrong, 
the bulk of the people of his province followed his lead 
without demur. A mau of forceful character, Madhusudan 
always stuck to his views and tenaciously adhered to them 
regardless of consequences. This spirit mot unoften 
brought him into conflict with officigldom and on one 
occasion some powerful officials sought to break his 
influence, But truth triumplied at last, and the incident 
far from injuring his reputation added one more feather 


to his cap. 


As a benefactor of Harijans Madhusudan Das had no 
peer in Orissa. His work_received appreciative acknow- 
Jedgment from Mahatma Gandhi, but curiously enough 
the latter persuaded himself that Madhusudan was no 
more, in November, 1932. When it was pointed out to 
him, that he was not dead, but still very much alive, the 
Mahatma wrote as follows : “An Ashrain inmate, living in 
Orissa, has telegraphed to me saying that Madhusudan 
Das, to whose good work for the tannery I referred in my 
statement, is not dead, I cannot account for my stupidity 
in having imagined that he was no more. On receipt of 
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the telegram I have sent the following telegram toshim : 
‘Long live Madhusudan Das! Why I do not know, I 
had gathered the impression that you were no more. This 
is proof positive of my stupidity, but let it also be proof 
that God has still service to take from you fér many a long 
year to come”. So lived and died Madhusudan Das—a 
saintly character, a man of piety, a pioneer in iudustria- 
Jism, a successful Minister under the Moatagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms, and a man of sterling worth, rare patriotism 


and genuine independeuce. 
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REMINISCENCE OF HIGH COURT JUDGES’ 


(6) 
“A PRACTICAL POLITICIAN” 
By Stn MANMATHANATH MUKERJER, KT. Ex-Officiating 
Chief Justice of Calcutta 


When the history of Modern Orissa comes to be written 
the name to which the greatest prominence will be given 
will be that of Mr. Madhusudan Das, To him primarily 
and only secondarily to the band of ether patriots who 

came in his wake, that she owes her gradual rise and her 

present position as a unit of the Indian Federation. And 
for this the credit goes in small measure to the province 
of Bengal, for Mr.Madhusudan Das received no inconsi- 
derable part of his early training in that province at a 
time when that province was at the height of her glory; 
those were days of which rightly has it been said that 
“what Bengal thinks to-day, the rest of India will think 
to-morrow”, 

It was some twenty years or a little more that I 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Madhusudan Das for the 
first time. I have a vivid recollection of the place and the 
hour of that meeting. It was at a time when his Utkal 
Tannery had received a terrible blow and when, though 
shattered physically as well as financially, he had made 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 17 


up his mind to take courage in both hands and work with 
the ardour of youth for rehabilitating his favourite venture 
on which he had pinned his faith. For an hour or so 
we discussed matters and at the end of the ciscussion the 
impression that he left on my mind was that he wasa 
personality far above the ordinary. Since then we met off 
and on; and every time I saw him, my respect and admi- 
ration for him grew more and more. To-day when writing 
these few lines I feel that men of his stamp and stamina 


are rare indeed. 


I have always thought that he was the Grst in point 
of time to rise head and shoulder over others to realise 
that it is idle to trade in mere past glories and to visualise 
that the rebirth of Orissa could only be achieved by effect- 
ing improvement in her material welfare. He was not a 
visionary but a practical politician,—-one who had faith 
in the justness of the causes he advocated and believed 
in the lessons that history of nations teaches us, namely, 
that persistent efforts in the furtherance of a righteous 
cause, if pursued with ardour, sincerity and selflessness, 
are bound to lead to success. He believed that for a 
nation to prosper, more depends on inspiration and endea- 
vours from within han assistance from outside. 

Mr. Das was’ a. politician and patriot of what may be 
described as the old schoal—a splendid galaxy of: men who. 
were determined to raise: India from the stupor under 
which she lay ‘for centuries, pursuing methodsiwhichi they 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


18 LIFE OF MADHUSUDAN DAS 


thought were sound and rational. His principle may not 
have all found favour with latter-day public men, but 
his sincerity was transparent, energy indomitable and 
determination frm. Those who differed from his views 
had no less regard for him than for others who shared 
their own views. He was always prepared to look at 
matters from the view-points of others with whom he 
differed and, with a courage born of conciousness of the 
fact that human judgment is often liable to err, would 
change his own angle of vision and alter his decision. 
should he come to find that he had been wrong. His 
advice was regarded as ripe, Sound anf reliable and used, 
to be sought for even by those who would not subscribe 
to his principles, not only those who belonged to his 
province but by men of other provinces as well. He was 


a good speaker and a powerful writer, 


When the constitution of 1919 came into being Mr. 
Madhusudan Das, as the recognised leader of the Oriya 
community, was appointed to the responsible post of 
Minister to the Government of Bihar and Orissa-:with 
the portfolio of Local Self-Government and Public Works. 
The position was one to which his claims were unnrivalled, 
and which would not have suitéd’ anybody else so well/ 
His experience in the arena of politics, his achievements 
in the then-Bengal council; his work in the Senate of the 
Calcutta:University and the services that‘he had reridered to 
the:country.in the:cause ofa long and. eventful life stood’ 
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him now in good stead in his new field of actifities. 
Though well advanced in years he threw himself into the 
task with an unparalleled enthusiasm—a zeal and vigour 
of which many a young man may be proud—and did his 
work with care, circumspection and thoroughness, 

Lives of great men teach us how to live and to work. 
Mr. Das's life is certainly a lesson which may be read with 


pleasure and witli profit. 


(7) 
“THE LAQRE MR. MADHUSUDAN DAS” 
By Dr. Sir DEVAPRASAD SARBADHIKARI, Kt, C.LE., 
C.B.E., M.A., LL.D., M.L.C., Calcutta 


Mr. Madhusudan Das has been considered on all hands 
as the grand old man of Cuttack, nay Orissa; in modern 
times and may well be considered and called as such. 
Though a Christian, he enjoyed the confidence and com- 
manded the respect of all sections of the community and 
was the trusted adviser and confidant of leading land- 
awners of Orissa and ruler of Garjat States. He wasa 
pioneer in education and industry and led the van’ of 
Oriyan culture which has brought it to its present stage of 
progress and is promising ita glorious rebirth as a self-- 
contained province in the drawing Spacious Times. 

The pity of it is ‘that. Mr. : Madhusudan. Das, -who 
has.steadily and steadfastly assisted.in the building--up‘of 
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the rew era had not been spared to visualise the fruition 
and culmination of the developing process. He died literally 
in harness and worked for his dearly beloved province 
with his last breath. 


I knew hini well and knew him long and esteemed 
him well. We were thrown togethera good deal when we 
sat together in the then -Bengal Council under the presi- 
dency of Sir Andrew Fraser, Sir Edward Baker and all 
who ruled the province till the Governorship came. We 
fought shoulder to shoulder, sometimes hand to hand, but 
were always good friends. The saving grace of humour 
often saved the situation, and good .feelings and good 
fellowships always prevailed. 


Mr. Das for a time represented his-province on the 
Senate of the Calcutta University, where also‘we collabora- 
ted together. He accepted my vision of akinness, of 
affinity between Oriyan and Bengali calture and 
encouraged in my arduons work as President.of the Utkal 
Society of Calcutta. His interest in his adopted daughter, 
who was one ofthe ‘first law graduates.of the Calcutta 
University and in his friend and associate, the ‘Raja 
Sahib .of .Kanika, who rose ‘to the membership. of India 
Legislative Assembly .and -later on the executive Council 
of Bihar, often brought us together. " 

Mr. Madhusudan Das’s chief interest:was the industrial 
advancement of Orrissa and his Utkal Tannery was a 
standing monument of his remarkable zeal in this direc- 
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tion. I tried to assist in the rehabilitation of the grqwmg 
industry but financial difficulties stood in the way and 
nearly crossed this great pioneer worker. He did not, 
however, give way but gathered together the broken bits 
and, in Kipling’s memorable words, started life again and 


worked de novo with the vigour and ardour of youth. 


In the difficult times ahead when a great march has to 
be made up Orissa has need of devoted, whole-hearted and 
loyal sons like Madhusudan Das. May his soul rest in 
peace and may the race of workers like him grow from 
more to more for the glory and advancement of the ancient 
and mighty land of Odra—the home of arts and artisanship 
of culture and literature, and, above all, of rock~based 
spirituality. 

Mr. Das’s early education and training was in Bengal 
and among Bengalis and ‘Madhu Uriya” in the London 
Missionary Institute in Calcutta wasa well-known and 
well-beloved figure among Bengali students. The feeling 
of comradeship was reciprocal and lasted all his life as he 
told me in. 1980 when I presided over the Cuttack College 
ld Boys’ Association’s annual function and visited him 
at his well-appointed home. He spoke Bengali and English 
well without accents and was an effective speaker and a 
powerful writer. He made his mark in the Bihar Legis- 
dative Council and easily rose to his natural position as 
Minister, .He soon made the P.W.D. and the Medical 
Departments, which were in his special charge, uncom fos- 
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table. He reverted to his profession and to industry—his. 
first love. His sacrifices and efforts in the domains of 
industry were Herculean and he raised the Utkal Tennery 
to high pinnacle of efficiency though, alas!, also to a high 
pinnacle of financial disaster. He had always a soft corner 
in his capacious heart for Bengalis, mauy of whom he 
trained well in his industrial venture. His dogged inde- 
pendence and sustained spirit of sacrifice will ever bea 
shining beacon light in the growth of the new developing 
national life of Orissa that has to learn the lesson alike of 
fairplay, balance of judgment and toleration without which 
no national growth worth the name,is possible. That 
was the lesson and the motto of the life of Madhusudan 
Das so worthily spent. 


(8 ) 
“AN IDOL OF THE PEOPLE OF ORISSA” 


By THe Hon’aBLe JusTic SiR KHWAJA 
MOHAMAD NOOR, C.B.E. 


Patna High Court, Ix-Vice-Chancellor, Patna University 
By the passing away of Mr. Madhusudan Das, C.I. E., 


Orissa has lost a true patriot and a zealous champion of her 
aSpirations. It isa matter of extreme regret that Mr. Das. 
did not live long to see Orissa asa separate province aud 


the fruition of his labour. 
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I met Mr. Das for the first time in January 1913 when I 
went to Cuttack in connection with my election to the 
Legislative Council of the newly formed province of Bihar 
& Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions. I was struck with 
his outstanding personality. He was then seeking election 
to the Imperial Legislative Council from the Legislative 
Council of Bihar and Orissa, He explained to me that he 
wanted to be inthe Imperial Council only to press fora 
united Orissa which was then, as he told me, dismembered 
by being under three different administrations. I found 
that a united Orissa was the ambition ot his life. Though 
he had an ardent #ove for Osissa, he was absolutely free 
from racial or sectarian prejudices. Later on, I became 
very intimate with him, and our friendship lasted till his 
death. I was in close ‘touch with him for about twenty 
years and had many occasions to see his work as a member 
of the Legislative Council, Minister, Fellow of the Univer- 
sity and member of various committees on which IJ had 
the honour of serving with him. He was a man of wide 
knowledge, varied experience and had fullest grasp of the 
peoblems which came before him for solution. It fell to 
his lotto pilotin the reformed Legislative Council as 
Minister for the Department of Local Self-Government two 
very important bilfs, ic. the Bihar and Orissa Municipal 
Billand Bihar and Orissa Local Self-Government Bill, 
Throughout the progress of these bill he showed utmost 


mastery over details, He had progressive views and was 
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anxidus to advance the cause of Local Self-Government 
and make the Local Bodies as popular as practicable, but 
in his zeal for reform he never lost sight of efficiency. He 
was a man of principle. He always had an open mind and 
would give due weight tothe opinion of others which was 
in conflict with his own views, but when he decided upon 
a particular line of action nothing prevented him from 
pursuing it. 

When I went to Cuttack, along with the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Wort to hold Circuit Court in December 1930, 
Mr. Das appeared before us in several cases. His advocacy 
and the detailed mastery of the facts of the case were really 
admirable. There was uo sign of old age. He pressed his 
points tenaciously. Later on, a few months before his 
death, he appeared* before me on behalf of the Raja of 
Parlakimedi and I found him exectly the same, as eloquent 
and persuasive as ever. Though fairly old, he had the 
enthusiasm aud vitality of a youth. His sympathies 
were broad and he was always ready to help the poor and 
needy. For decades he was an idol of the.people of Orissa 
aud it falls to the lot of a very few leaders to have sucha 
hold. upon:the minds of people as Mr. Das had. The gap 
caused by-his.death will not be easily filled. 


SEES AP | 
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(9) 
“RECOLLECTIONS” 
By Mr. S.C. Mariick, I. C. S., 
Retired High Court Judge, Calcutta. 

It was close upon 38 years ago, One December evening, 
1897, our little steamer came out of the Jagatpur Lock-gate 
ofthe Kendrapara Canal onthe broad expanse of the 
Mahanadi. The sun was setting and a glorious sunset it 
was. 

Just at about dusk we arrived at the Jobra Ghat. There 
was a chaprasi of the Collector. Mr. E. F. Grouse, I. C- S., 
waiting for me with a letter. Mr. Grouse wrote apologising 
for not beiug able to meet me personally as there was no 
knowing when the steamer would arrive and asking me 
to come over to his house to stay with them until I could 
look about for myself. I was the uewly appointed Assis- 
tant Magistrate and Collector posted for Cuttack, 


After staying a few days with Mr. Grouse at the Tulsi- 
pur Circuit House, 1 removed to a house near Katakchandi, 
the corner house within the cantonment area just opposite 
the bungalow were the Indiau Club was afterwards located. 
Mr. Madhusudhan Das was almost my next-door neighbour. 
Rai Hari Ballabh Bose Bahadur who was the Government 
Pleadar and Mr. M.S. Das were the the leaders.of the 
Cuttuck Bar with Babu Janaki Nath Bose and Priya Nath 
Chatterjee as good secoud. Among the rising young plea- 
ders there were Babn Barajaraj Choudhuri, Babu Biswa 
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Nath Gingh and Babu Durga Prasanna Das Gupta, all men 
of intelligance and ability.. Apart from. the position asa 
leader of the Bar Mr. Das was the most influential person 
in Orissa at the time. Indeed in those’ days' one could 
hardly think of Cuttack or even Orjssa without Modhu- 
sudan Das. Mr. Das hada very extensive practice in the 
province and he seemed to have a wide iufluence over the 
Tributary Chiefs of Orissa as he helped them on occasions 
when they were in real troubles and difficulties. 


Soon after wy arrival in Cuttack my wife joined me. 
She was about the same age of Miss Shoila Bala Hazra 
whom Mr. Das subsequently .adoptedeas his daughter. 
Being of about the same age Miss ‘Das and my wife soon 
became fast friends : a friendship that subsisted until my 
wife died:in 1929; Mr. Das alsa begaui ta ilookiwpon-1s as: 
his children, «Both my wife and I were inexperienced! 
young people at the time and Mr. Das ‘was of-cosjderable: 
help and assisted us in many ways. 

Mr. Das'’s hospitality in those days knew:nq boundsy He 
lavishly entertained people both official and non-official and, 
there was no occasion of any importance without an enter; 
tainment of some kind or other from Mr. Das, But it was 
not by giving food and drink,only that Mr. Das enter- 
tained. He was always full of epigrams and short stories 
with witty endings. 

Mr. Das wasatrue friend of the pnor. He was detezy 
mined todo allin. his power.to help a:poor man, if he-was 
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ever convinced that he had been wronged or had been the 
victim of an injustice. I have a vague, recollection of a 
case in which’ some poor Oriyas who, Mr. Das was 
convinced, were perfectly innocent and were put on their 
trial and ultimately convicted. But even after their 
conviction Mr. Madhusudan Das would not give up the 
matter. He continued his efforts unabated until he 
succeeded in getting the men freed. 

Orissa was indebted to Mr. Das in more than one way. 
It was he who showed that excellent filigree work could 
be done by the Oriya gold and silversmiths and it was he 
who showed -hoW a lucrative trade could be devoloped in 
Indian crocodile skins. 

It was Madhusudan Das again who by his ceaseless 
‘and untiriug energy made the creation of a separate 
and distinct ‘province of Orissa an accomplished fact, 
a lifelong dream’ of his, It is a thousand pities he 
did not live to'see the newly created province actually 
functioning. 


But Mr. Das was not aman without his enemies. I 
distinctly noticed that there were in Orissa some people 
who eyed him and his doings with a creatin amount of 
auepiCIOD: I could not make out, however, what these 
suspicious were based upou, It may be the way in 
‘which Mr. Das spent was beyond his means, which being 
his income from the profession asa lawyer. But one must 
not forget that Mr. Das could legitimately claim and earn 
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considerable fees from the work: he did for some of the 
Tributary Chiefs, 

It wasa noticeable fact that,.during, my; stay, of five 
years in Orissa, Mr. Das who wasa lawyer, commanding 
perhaps the most extensive practice in -Oxissa never appr 
eared in my Court, although being the Joint - Magistrate 
and Sub-Divisional Officer, I had-in,those days to try the 
most important criminal cases. I could not at that time 
make out what it was really due toandthe qpestion was 
too delicate for me to put to Mr, Das himself. It was some 
time after I had left Orissa that I came to know, what the 
real reoson was. If he never appeared is my Court it was 
not because he had been offered no drief to appear before 
me but he considered that having regard to the great inti- 
macy between us it would not be fair on me for him to 
appear in my Court. I was told that there had been o¢¢a- 
sions when he resolutely refused to bring im casgs; before 
me although very big fees were offered ta him. 

Mr. Das was very fond of my wife. He looked. upon 

her almost as his daughter. I shall never forget. the kind 

and affectionate: words he said to her when.she was lying 

ina precarious condition, after a very big operation per- 

formed on her in 1928. 

Madbusudan Das can rightly be described asa friend of 

the soos and atrue, just and fearless cot of Ones ad 
‘his death is a great loss to Orissa. 


— 
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(11) 
“NOTE ON THE LIFE OF LATE MADHUSUDAN DAS” 
By Mr. M. Yunus, M.L.A., Barrister-at-Law, 
Ex-Premier of Bihar 


Iconsider ita privilege to say a few words on the life 
of the late Mr, Madhusudan Das, late Minister of the Local 
Self-Government of the province of Bihar and Orissa. 

I had the privilege of knowing Mr. Das both as an 
Advocate as well as a politician, because in both these 
capacities I had occasions to work with himand against 
him, and both these capacities I felt sure of success when 
I worked with him, but my mind was far from easy when 
Ek had to work against ‘him in either of these capacities. 
Hewas a great Indian patriot, prepared:to sacrifice all for 
the sake of:his principle and his people and on personal 
sacrifice he tried to foster many Indjan industries, one of 
them, namely the Utkal Tannery, may be prominently 
mentioned. He was noted for his political sagacity and 
independence of thought. Fearless of all, unmindful of 
favours and frowns, he was a man of high principles. As 
alawyer he was noted for legal acumen aud masterly 
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profession isthe brain power of public life and is the 
maker of the best and useful citizens. To be worthy and 
honourable members of the profession it should be our 
motto to be honest, sincere and industrious, and above all, 
independent. -Mr- Das had in him a combination of these 
qualities which raised him to the position of eminence he 
occupied. His death has created a void in the Cuttack 
Bar which cannot possibly be filled up. 


Mr. Das wasa great speaker anda great lawyer, but 
asa man he was far greater. His mortal frame has peri- 
shed, as it must, but the name and fame he has left behind 
will never disappear. His greatest virtues which will make 
his name immortal were his love for his country and love 
for the poor. Every drop of blood that ran in his veins 
was inspired with this sublime love. He sacrificed his life 
for the cause of his country. His only aim was to uplift 
his country and his nation, He was a patriot of a very high 
order of whoin any country in the world could well boast. 
He had always been working hard to link together the 
Oriya nation under a separate administration. By God's 
grace he lived to-be blessed with fulfilment of his long. 
cherished desire, though unfortunately he was not spared 
till the actual working of the new province of Orissa. The 
loss which his death has caused to Orissa can never be 
retrieved. 


He was equally notable for his charity. His heart was 
always full of love and sympathy for the poor and distre 
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ssed. His magnamity of heart is beyond all description. 
His charity was unbounded, He earned like a prince and 
spent like a prince. He would never refuse help to any- 
body who would approach him, be he really needy or not. 
His purse was always open. Even during the last days of 
his life, when he was himself feeling the pinch of poverty, 
he could never say ‘‘no” toa person who came to him for 
his help. He really found delight in helping others, There 
are many poor people who were supported by him and 
whose bread has been taken away by his death. He wasa 
great support tothe student community whom he helped 


ungrudginugly, even to the last day of his life. 


He had other traits of character which adorn good and 
great men. T’he most important were his spirit of self-help 
and independence and his God-fearing uature, He was 
entirely a self-made man. By his own abilities and exer- 
tions he becaine so great. He was thoroughly independent 
and at the same time most law-abiding. He had firm faith 
in God. Without such faith he could not so calmly bear 
the ordeal through which he had to pass during thie last 
days of his life. He used to say, “Those who fear God 
fear nobody on earth”. This is a perfectly true saying, 
He had truly that consciousness in his heart. 

While acting in support of aright cause and particularly 
for the good of his countrymen he would never swerve an 
inch from his path of duty and would stubboruly face the 
difficulties that might beset that path regardless of the 
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consequences. It was no small sacrifice on his part to 
resign the office of Minister of the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa when he felt he could no longer act consistently. 
with his own principles. He never cared for self-interest 
which he was ever ready to sacrifice in the interest of his 
countrymen. Public interest was the guiding spirit of all 
his actions, Sense of duty was supreme in his mind. 

He lived till the good old age of 84. He was of weak 
constitution but he had untiring energy. He lived on such 
alow diet that it might be said he lived on his intellect. 
He was always very hardworking aud he worked to earn 
his bread almost till the last day of hés life. Even in his 
old. age he worked so hard that much younger people who 
worked with him could not keep “pace with him. Not 
only his physical capacity for work remained unaffected 
but also his brain was quite clear and powerful even till 


the ecd. He was really a wonderful man. 
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(11) 
NOTE ON THE LIFE OF LATE MADHUSUDAN DAS' 
By Mr. M. Yunus, M.L.A., Barrister-at-Law, 
Ex-Premier of Bihar 


Iconsider ita privilege to saya few words on the life 
f the late Mr, Madhusudan Das, late Minister of the Local 
self-Government of the province of Bihar and Orissa. 

I had the privilege of knowing Mr. Das both as an 
Advocate as well as a politician, because in both these 
apacities I had occasions to work with himand against 
tim, aud both these capacities I felt sure of success when 

worked with him, but my mind was far from easy when 

had to work against ‘him in either of these capacities, 
Je was a great Indian patriot, prepared-to sacrifice all for 
be sake of: his principle and his people and on personal 
acrifice he tried to foster many Indian industries, one of 
hem, namely the Utkal Tannery, may be prominently 
jentioned. He was -noted for his political sagacity and 
wependence of thought. - Fearless of all, unmindfal of. 
wours - and frowns, he was a man of high principles. As 
lawyer he was noted for legal acumen and masterly 
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advocacy. In private and social life he was a most lovable 
creature and a most hospitable host. He was a true Chris- 


tian and religious to a fault. He was rightly known as 
the grand old man of Orissa. 


(12) 
“A LAWYER AND COBBLER” 


By THE Hon’BLk SIR GANESH Dou?r SincH, KT., 
Minister, Local Self-Government, Bihar gnd Orissa 


I heard much of Mr. Das asa lawyer and a public man 
while I was practising in the Calcutta High court. I saw 
him once or twice in the Patna High Court when he was’ 
a member of the Legislative Assembly as a representative 
of this province. I became personally acquainted with 
him when he was appointed Minister by the late Lord 
Sinha, the first Indian Governor. The appointment was 
received with some surprise on account of his advanced 
age. He was about 73 years at the time of appointment. 

He was assigned the portfolio of Loca] Self-Government 
and took upthe work in right earnest, I, asa member, 
had to discuss almost all important problems specially 
concerning public health and administration of local bodies. 
I found him extremely sympathetic and inclined to take 
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keenest interest in the welfare of the people. I generally 
found him bold and independeut which was a rare quali- 
fication of a Minister under Dyarchy. There were several 
matters iu which I caine in direct conflict with his views 
and the first and foremost was the salary of the Minister. I 
tabled a resolution that the Miuister’s salary which was 
fixed at first at Rs. 5,000 be fixed at Rs. 1,00. There were 
several amendments to this motion. Mr. Das was not in 
favour of any reduction salary. The Council voted against 
my resolution. One year later on 21st of February, 1922, 
Mr. Das in-.his speech said that the post of the Minister 
should be an honofary one. I*quote below his speech. 


“I have always looked upon gold asa handful of dust 
which a man might throw from his hands and still be a 
man—a being witha divine spark in him. He must inspire 
the members of the Municipalities and District Boards, all 
local bodies, local authorities andthe villagers witha 
patriotic spirit, inculcate in them a genuine spirit of self- 
sacrifice, a genuine desire of nation-building, and with 
their co-operation discharge the responsibilities of his office. 
Tn an organisation in which all the workers are Honorary, 
a salaried Minister mars the symmetry and harmony of the 
organisations, Te office of the Minister of the Local Self- 
Government ought to be honorary.” 

His ground was that when the executives of local bodies 
were honorary and work was expected from them there 
Was no reason why the post of the Minister should carry 
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high salary. There is much force in his argument, but 
how far it is practicable under the present condition of the 
country is a debatable matter. 

In 19231 moved "again another resolution for reduction 
{n Minister’s salary from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 4,000; which was. 
accepted by the: Council and reluctantly’ by ‘Mr. Das-alsd, 
He was in favour of either full salary or no salary at all, 
‘But’ that position was not acceptable to the Couucil. ‘Mr. 
Das agreed tothe reduction in order to accommodate his 
brother-Miuister, the late Sir Fakhruddin, and subsequen- 
tly resigned his post on account of his conviction. He 
was of opinion that the Minister should be fully Paid to 
maintain his dignity or he should be a Minister of the type 
of Vidoor and Chanakya. As the Council did not accept 
his view, he very rightly tendered his resignation to save 
the position of Sir Fakhruddin. I do not know when his 
ideal will be attained. Ministers in ancient India felt pride. 
‘in their poverty but India of to-day'is quite different and 
‘the post ofthe Minister is coveted on account of its high 
‘salary. 

Mr. Das immediately after his appointment took up the 
‘amendment of | the “Municipal Act andthe Local Self 
Government Act, the materials for’ which were beitig: 
collected for some time past. The task was avery heavy 
one; Mr. Das as alawyer and accustomed to labour on 
briefs was competent for the work. The Bill was introdu: 
ced in the Council and‘was circulated for public opinion. 
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Mr, Das carefully examined the public view as expressed 
in‘ the Council and also outside and made the draft Bills 
as liberal as practicable. I was one of the members of the 
Select Committee of the Local Self-Government Bill and 
am ‘fully aware that-he was in favour of investing local 
‘bodies with full powers of control over their administration. 
When the Bill was taken up for consideration in the 
Council, I took active part in proposing amendments most 
of which were accepted. Mr. Das took very lively interest 
in liberalising the provisions of the Bills. Both the Muni- 
cipal and local Self-Government Acts are monuments of 
his work in the touncil and of his ideals of the liberty of 
the people. They were the first liberal Acts passed in 
Lodia in the Reformed Council. I have had, asa Minister, 
to deal with both the Acts for a number of years. No doubt 
there are defects and sometimes considerable difficulty is 
felt in dealing with local bodies which do not observe the 
provisions of the law ; still I must admit that the liberal 


Spirit of Mr. Das is noticed everywhere. 


Mr. Das as Minister preferred efficiency to economy. 
"His idea was that economy sometimes affects efficiency. 
This was considerably noticeable during the Retrenchment 
Committee meetings ard other debates in the Council. He 
was also in favour of freedom of the judiciary. He 
never Jiked that the councils should interfere in matters 
judicial. His view was'that the dignity and freedom of 
Judges and Ministers should be preserved. 
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Though advanced in years the fire of youth was not 
extinct in him. He resented when there was anything not 
in conformity with his dignity and position. He was gene- 
rally generous and charitable. He was very keen on the 
industrial development of the country which he considered 
essential for providing labour to the poor and with this 
idea he started Utkal Tannery which unfortunately was the 
cause of his financial ruin. I read the report of the tannery 
He was keen for its development, and he made consider- 
able sacrifice for it. In order to teach shoe-making he him- 
self became a shoe-maker! He was a lawyer and cobbler, 
both, before being Minister., This js the highest compli- 
meut as a lawyer to him that at the advanced age of 75, 
after resigning Ministry he used to have a decent income 
from legal profession and even at thatage he sat on his 
brief upto midnight. When I met him in Cuttack in 
1926 I found him, thouh apparently weak and emaciated, 
full of energy. He knew norest. Rest came to him only 


in his grave. 
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(13) 
“THE LATE MR.M.S.DAS” 
By Tug Hon’sie Mr. BoDHRAM DuBE, M.A., B.L., 


Minister of Education and Local Self-Government, Orissa 


Very few persons of Modern Orissa in their own days cam- 
manded as much respect as the late Mr.M.S.Das. All sections 
of the Oriya population paid homage tothis great man. To 
the educated, he was the grand old man of Orissa,a great 
patriot, a first-rate lawyer and business man and a forceful 
speaker; to the uvueducated and common mass he was 
“Madhu Barrister” whose name was quoted as the personi- 
fication of learnirfg, His was a household name even in 
the most obscure parts of Orissa. 


It is impossible for us, the people of Orissa, to forget 
him, his name being so inseparably connected with our 
province, Whenever we think of Orissa, the great man who 
devoted himself so ardently for her-service naturally comes 
into our mind. When the Oriya as a nation was very little 
known outside, it was he who first strained himself success- 
fully to make it known. He felt the necessity of a powerful 
organisation which through his endeavour came into exis- 
tence in the shape of “The Utkal Sammilani” to represent 
the common cause of the Oriya-speaking population. When 
the claims of the Oriyas were being ignored by cuts:ders, 
it was he who first fought for their rights and privileges. 
He may be described as the father of ‘NEw Orissa” Pro- 
vince inasmuch as the movements resulting in the creation 
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of province had their source from him. His love for Oriyas 
and the Mother Utkal was pure, simple and genuine and 
his views in politics were well known to those who 
have derived their inspiration in politics from him. No 
one who has ever heard his public lectures can deny 
him the credit of a forceful speaker. Learning and 
clear logic combined with undaunted powers of 
eloguence made him a very distinguished speaker. 
He could lecture on a large variety of topics, and on 
every such occasion his extraordinary power of elocution, 
and humour would be manifest and make the audience 
spell bound. One can-picturg the lean and thin but stub-. 
born man thundering in the midst of a huge and distingui- 
shed gathering, his ideas cloaked in impassioned utterances, 
his voice raised to its highest pitch at important moments. 
When he was speaking there was one and only one mind 
running through the audience, and that was of Mr. Das. 
The hearers, for the time being at least, were constrained 
to think in the way Mr. Das was thinking and hold the 
same opinions as he was holding. It was next to impossi- 
ble not to agree with him, so persuasively and masterfully 


did he speak. 


Mr. Das was a reputed and popular lawyer, His claims 
as being tle most prominent member of the legal profession 
in Orissa were never called into question. Sincere and 
hard-working, and well-versed in legal principles, he 
further combined in him an exemplary and inimitable 
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ability in the art of cross-examination and an extraordinary 
capacity for presenting the facts of acase and urging the 
law-points involved in it before a Court of justice in a lucid, 
systematic, effective and convincing way. The litigant had 
absolute confidence in this great lawyer and was very eager 
to be efficiently represented by him, 

The first Oriya to receive higher education ou Western 
lines, the first B.A. and the first M.A. of Orissa, he was also 
the first Oriya to hold the distinguished position of a 
Minister. As a Minister of the Government of Bihar and 
Orissa he showed a marked capacity for action. 

He had always ‘in view the’general welfare of the people. 
The improvements he made on the Bihar and Orissa 
Municipal Laws are highly creditable and unique in their 
nature. He possessed the marvellous courage of his con- 
viction and kept up his independence of opinion and judg- 
ment till the last. He thought it wise to tender his resigna- 
tion from the office of Minister when he found that the 
difference of his opinion in matter of his independent decision 
in respect of making the post of the Minister of Local Self. 
Government honorary was not accepted by the Governor. 

The reputation of Mr. Das asa pioneer of national in- 
dustry is very gregt. The establishment of Utkal Tannery 
was his noble enterprise and a great venture. This factory 
was unique in its kind and its production excelled in qua- 
lity those of other countries so much so that it gained wide 
popularity in countries abroad. The excellence of quality 
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and durability of leather works manufactured by it coi- 
mended the use of boats made in the factory to the soldiers 
duxing the last Great War. As il)-luck would have it, the 
great enterprise met with failure mo doubt, but not before 
Mr. Das bad given an impetus to the people of Orissa for 
development of such ideal industries. 

He was a carefn] observer of human nature and he had 
implicit faith in God. He was such an efficient teacher 
that his impressive tuition could produce man of giant 
intellect like Jate Sir Asutosh Mukherji one of the fore- 
most educatianists of the world as well as one of the most 
capable justices of the premier High Court of Judicature 
in India. He was a hard task master and merciless critic 
of the actions of younger generation. His frowning and 
relentless criticisms fraught with milk of human kindnes: 
were blessing to those wha had the privilege of being such 
victims. I for myself had the advantage of being snch 1 
victim and lowe great veneration to the great saul fo, 
the inspiration which I have imbibed from him for my 
activities in life. 

This great man bas left us for ahoyt four years, but j 
still fresh in our minds. So longas the Oriyas will ‘hav 
adoration for heroes of their country Mr. Das will alway 
remain enshrined in their hearts, He is no more, byt hy 
name and fame will endure very long.. 


syn 
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(14) 
“MADHUSUDAN, CREATOR OF MODERN ORISSA” 
Ly Tue Hon’s_e Mr. Biswanats Das. 
Chief Minister, Orissa 

The late lamented Madhusudan Das wilt always go to 
history as the renovator of Orissa. Orissa of the present 
day is far different from Orissa when Madhusudan entered 
the arena of politics. It was atime when she was in the 
deepest depth of miseries and was about to lose her iden- 
tity and her lamguage. A school of thought sprang iu 
Bengal under the leadership of Kantichandra Bhattachary- 
ya propagating fhe theory*that Oriya is the daughter 
language of Bengalee and as such Bengalee be substituted 
for Oriya as the language of the people in all schools and 
Courts and public documents. It was a time when 
Madhusudan with a set of young men like Fakeermohan 
and Piyarimohan appeared in the political horizon to save 
the identity of Oriyas who were the last in India to lose 
their independance and were the first to be crushed under 
the ‘tieels of British rule. Madhusudan thus began his 
life as the saver of Oriya language and culture aud devoted 
himself for the uplift of his people. His God and country 
were the sole object of his thought till he ‘breathed his last 
breath. 

Like Surendranath, Tilak, Ranade, Ajodhyanath, he 
was the creator of Modern Orissa and has to his credit a 


number of youthful self-sacrificing disciples pledged to 
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devote to the service of the mother-land like the late la- 
mented Gopabandhu Das and Abhiram Bhunj of sacred 
memory. A politician and a patriot, he realised the neces- 
sity of greater Orissa as a distinct unity in the Indian 
firmament and inaugurated the Utkal Union Conference 
and thereafter the movment for a separate Orissa Province. 
It was given to him to see the fruition of his labours of 
past 40 years, before his death. The name of Madhusudan, 
his help, sympathy and co-operation, active or passive, 
will be found in the pages of the history of every institu- 
tion that has sprung up in Orissa during the past 50 years 
calculated to increase the wealth or enkance the prestige 
of Orissa. He wasapioneer in the field of industry and 
was the first to call for Praja Sabha (peasant’s organisation) 
which has been today a very powerful organisatian in 
India. Madhusudan combined in him the imagination of 
a poet, eloquence of an orator and the keen perception of 
a debater. He was thusa force by himself,—in the long 
and glorious period -of his existence in the Legislative 
Assembly called Imperial Council and Provincial Legisla- 
ture called the Legislative Council and the Central Assem- 
bly. He combined in him the greatest critic of British 
imperialism andthe greatest believer in the self-govern- 
ment of India in the British commonwealth of nations. A 
Christian by faith Madhusudan was the most tolerant 


Christian in action. 


Office, wealth or title never captivated him. He was 
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one of the few mofussil practitioners in India that has 
earned millions of rupees and died as an insolvent, living 
on his own earning till his death. He earned and spent 
like a prince. He wat selected as a Minister by the Govern- 
ment of Bihar and Orissa under the Montfort-dispensation. 
His was the solitary instance among Minister in India 
who resigned his office of position and pay of Rs. 5,000a 
month on the ground that a Minister for Local Self- 
Governmeut lLaving to deal with honorary workers in the 
ficld of local autonomy, should have his option of serving 


the country as an honorary worker. 


A lifelong dyspeptic Madhusudan always took pleasure 
in giving best of dinners. He was regarded as the one 
host where hospitality is manifested itself. A lover of 
boys,a sympathiser of women-folk, the greatest critic of 
youthful young men, Madhusudan was the idol of his 
country for 50 long years. “Madhu Babu” is thus the 


household word in Orissa, 


The writer was one of those who took his inspiration 
from the illustrious life of this great soul. I distinctly 
remember the day when Madhu Babu wanted me to take 
to politics and inculcated in me the necessity of devoting 
wholly and solely, to the service of the country, IfIam 
anything to-day it is due to the soothing and sottening and 
shaping influences of two illustrious souls of Orissa, the 
late lamented Madhusudan Das and Gopabandhu Das. 
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REMINISCENCE OF MEMBERS OF 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY 
(15 ) 

“A MAJESTIC PERSONALTY” 

By AspuL Karim 
Member, Bengal Legislative Council, Calcutta 

I first met the late Mr. M.S. Das, C.I.E, inthe year 
1896, on my visit to Cuttack as Assistant Inspector of 
Schools fur Mubhammadan Education. He impressed me 
much by his courtesy, affability and suavity of manner, 
which endeared him to all who had occasion to come iu: 
contact with him. By his pele spirit, liberal views and 
philanthropic activities he ‘conmanded the esteem and 
confidence of his contemporaries who regarded him as an! 
outstanding personality of the time. He was free from 
communalism and was, therefore, very popular with people 
of all creeds and communities. 

When he was a Minister under the Goverument of 
Bihar and Orissa, I had occasion to meet him often at the 
place of his colleague, the late Sir Syed Fakhruddin. | 
was struck by his sanity, sobriety, independence and, 
devotion to duty in his old age. He had to relinquish his 


high office, if my information is correct, as he could not 
subscribe to the policy of Government ix certain matters. 

I need hardly say tlrat the late Mr. Das has left a noble 
example that deserves to bei imitated and emulated by his. 
countrymen. 
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( 16 ) 
“A GREAT PIONEER” 
BY Mr. Muxunpba Prosap Das, Speaker, 
Orissa Legislative Assembly 


I have been asked to write a few lines on the life and 
activities of late lamented Mr. Madlmsndan Das, one of the 
greatest sons Orissa has produced within the living 
memory. But while I take to my pen, | am so much over 
‘~whelmed and overpowered by the various thoughts with 
regard to several aspects of his life that I do not know 
where to begin and where to end. I did first come in 
contact with his great personality in 1907 at the Dtkal 
WJnion' Conference, the aim of which was the unification 
of the Oriya-speakiug tracts, which to the: misfortune of 
Orissa lay scattered over four provinces, and which factor 
acted as a great impediment to the growth and development 
of Oriyas as a distinct race in the vast Indian sub-continent. 
He was the founder and sponsor of the movement for this 
unification of all the Oriya speaking tracts under one 
aud the same administration. 


Icannot express how glad he would have been to find 
the creation of the new Orissa Province, howsoever partial 
aud unsatisfactory it may be, had he been spared a few 
years more. His life. was not only a life of tail and relent- 
tega, aud energetic activities, sincere devotion to the cause 
‘he undertbok, but was a life of intense .pafrictism., He 
earned like a prince ang gpent more than a prince for which 
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he Fad to suffer pecuniary difficulties towords the end of 
his great career. Revival of dead Orissan silver arts and 
filigree works is due to his most lavish expenditure of his 
own hard-earned money. Utkal Tannery which produced 
leather goods from the hides of dead cattle was the monu- 
ment of his industrial success, Even to-day this tannery 
is a household word in almost all places in Orissa and even 
some places outside it. In this connection I have clear 
memory of two facts. One is during the earlier stages of 
this industry oue year’s guarantee was given to customers 
of shoes. In fact several thousands of new pairs of shoes 
were given to customers who said that their shoes did not 
last a year. On another cocasion some defects having been 
noticed by him in large quantities of tanned leather, major 
part of which could without any deterioration in the 
quality have been used, were destroyed in his immediate 
presence, the value of which would have been several thou- 
sands of rupees. This will at once prove how zealous he 
was of his reputation as an industrialist. Had this business 
been conducted with-a little bit more care and in commer- 
cial spirit, it would have succeeded in occupying one of the 
first and foremost places amongst the modern Indian 


tanneries to-day. 


His legal acumen and mastery over English language 
and the burning patriotism can always be very favourably 
compared with all the bést men of his time in India. His 
clear conscience made him resign his office as Minister of 
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the Bihar and Orissa Government and he was the ‘first 
Indian Minister to declare the hollowness of the much 
advertised Moutford Reforms and to resign his high office. 
After his acceptance of the ministry, I had the occasion 
to preside over the first non-co-operation meeting at 
Cuttack in 1921 which not only recorded a vote of 
condemuation to the so-called reforms, but also deprecated 
the accptance of the ministry by Mr. Das. 


Mr. Das’s intellect and memory up to his ripe age of 84 


were clear. His death has left a gapin Orissa which has 


not been and cannot be filled up in several years to come. 
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REMINISCENCE OF OFFICIALS 


(17) 
AN APPRECIATION 
By Mr. B. K. GOKHBALE, I.C.S., Gaya 


I met the Grand Old Man of Orissa twenty years ago 
when I was first posted as Assistant Magistrate. His 
proverbial kindness and hospitality will always be remem- 
bered by all officers posted to Cuttack. I was particularly 
indebted to him forintroducing me tothe best Oriya 
society and literature and for making me feel perfectly at 
home in Orissa. With all chat, his behaviour in Court 
before junior officers was correct even to the point of being 
hard on himself. I remember one day in Khurda when 
acase was prolonged beyond the usual Court hours, but 
the Grand Old Man indignantly rejected my suggestion 
that he should take a seat while arguing the case. 

After I left Khburda I had little occasion to meet him 
but I shall always remember him as the first great man 
whom I have had the privilege of meeting in this 
province. 


( 18 ) 
A REMINISCENCE 
By S. Lat, I.C.S., Patna 
As an Assistant Magistrate at Cuttack I called on the 
late Mr. Madhusudan Das in January, 1920, with a letter 
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of introduction from my father who knew him well. In 
spite of his feeble frame, Mr. Madhusudan Das possessed 
a remarkable personality which immediately made a deep 
impression on me, He was even then a man well advanced 
in years, but his energy was astounding. In addition to 
his professional work in which from my own experience I 
can say he never spared himself, he had other schemes in 
hand which must obviously have taken a good deal of his 
time and leisure. In particular, he was then keenly in- 
terested in the Utkal Tannery which was started through 
his efforts. Mr. Madhusudan Das took me personally to 
this tannery in avhich he trjed to combine efficiency with 
charity. The workers were well treated and many of them 
were criminals with previous convictions whom Mr. 
Das was tryi = reform. The subsequent failure of this 
taunery muSt have caused considerable anguish to Mr. 
Das, though outwardly he took good care to conceal his 
grief. 

Mr. Madhusudan Das had at all times a friendly smile 
for the younger generation and took every opportunity of 
placing before the young men with whom he came into 
contact a high ideal of patriotism and service. At the same 
time none of us felt that Mr. Das was trying to be patro- 
nising because his preaching was silent and he had an 
-axtraordinary sense of humour which made every one feel 
vat home in his company. Lateron, I met Mr. Das, as 
Minister for Local Self-Government, when he visited 
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Darbhanga where I was then posted. The elevation to 
this high position seemed to make uo difference to bim ; 
he had the same friendly and inspiring smile for me when 
I was presented to him by my Collector.‘ I knew also that 
his visit to the district made a deep impression on the 
people. I met Mr. Das ouce again some years after his 
resiguation of the post of Minister. He appeared to have 
aged cousiderably and he also referred to the disappoint- 
ments in his life, but there was still the humour which 
gave the impression of cheerfulness in spite of misfortune. 
It is a thousand pities that Mr. Das did not live to see a 
separate and united Orissa—an ideal for which he worked 
so hard throughout his life. He has left a spiritual message 
of service and sacrifice not only for his own province but 
for all those who came into contact with him. 


(19) 
“THE GRAND OLD MAN OF ORISSA” 
By Mr. B. C. Muxusryt, I.C.S., Patna 


I still remember vividly my first meeting with the late 
Mr. Madhusudan Das, That was in 1927 when I was on 
settlement training at Cuttack. Mr. Das was then already 
a very old man and looked much older than he really was, 
due no doubt to the deep-seated disease which ultimately 
brought about his death. 
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Accompanied by a friend who knew Mr. Das fairly well 
(Mr. N. Senapati, I.C.S.) I called on the Grand Old Man 
of Orissa. What impressed me most on that occasion was 
the amazing vitality of the man and his mental alertness 
in spite of old age and very bad health. Outwardly he 
was insignificant euough, a small dark man with white 
hair, short of stature aud extremely emaciated. His face 
was deeply lined and bore traces of both physical and 
meutal suffering. But as he talked I noticed that his-eyes 
glowed like live charcoal, and that acertain grimuess 
about the mouth betokened the real man beneath the 
surface. As he hiqgself said on that occasion, “I am dead 
from shoulders g#wnwards ; only my head isalive’. If 
by “head” he meant his braius, will power and mental 
energy, all these certainly remained very much alive right 
up to the time of his death. 


We talked rather at random, though most of the tal- 
king was done by Mr. Das. He was in a reminiscent 
mood and related his experieuces as a boy in an out- 
of-the-way village, as a student in calcutta, asa lawyer 
and public man, as a Minister, and as the founder 
and organiser of the Utkal Tannery. His buruing 
patriotism and his lifelong desire to uplift the Oriya 
masses and to see his country recognised as a separate 
political unit, with a distinctive cultural background of 
its own, seemed to be the keynote of all that he said and 
thought. 
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It was by no means the talk ofa placid old gentleman 
relating with a benignant smile memories of the past. Up 
to the last Mr, Dashad none of that inward glow of satis- 
faction that we commonly associate with a successful man 
taking his wellearned rest in the evening of life after a 
well spent life. Although he had one foot in the grave and 
was very much aware of the fact, Mr. Das seemed to be 
still grappling with the problems of life, personal as well 
as national, as vigorously as ever. He talked very 
much like a man stillin the thick of the ight and could 
and did say fairly hard things about mei and events. 
Indeed in a sense, Mr. Das Was never a‘successful mau, if 
success is measured by the amount of worldly means 
and leisure secured. His Utkal Tannery had failed, 
he was financially ruined and he had to pursue 
his profession of law right up to the end to maintain 
himself. 

Icarried away the impression with me that here was 
a great intellect passionately devoted to the cause of justice 
and truth, but rather embittered by what life had brought 
to him so far. 

I met him again, more than four years later, when he 
came to plead before the Orissa Committee the case for 
the amalgamation of Oriya-speakiug territories into a 
single political unit. It must have been a_ source of 
immense satisfaction to him that he lived to see his dream 


of a united Orissa on the eve of realisation. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 55 


Mr. Das died towards the end of my tenure of office as 
Collector of Cuttack (March, 1933 to May, 1935). During 
these two years I had many opportunities to meet him, and 
the more I saw him the more I realised how truly great 
the man was. If he was at times hard and bitter, he had 
softer traits in his character which I had failed to discover 
at our first meeting. He had a charming childlike smile 
which, on rare occasions, illumined his face and softened 
the usual grimuess of its expression ; and right up to the 


eud he could enjoy a joke, even one against himself. 


It would be a mistake to judge a man like Mr. Das by 
his tangible achievements. * He left behind him neither 
wealth nor a successful organisation. But the high ideal 
he set up before his people and the impress le left on the 
Oriya public character will last for ever. Throughtout 
his life he was a fighter who never considered immediate 
gains or losses, He staked his all for the good of his people 
whom he deeply loved, but whoin he often roundly abused. 
Though he lost all and died a disappointed mau, he gave 
to his country a spiritual heritage which they should 


‘cherish for all time to come. 
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( 20) 
“A HOMAGE” 
By Mr. P.C. Ray CHAUDHURY, M.A., B.L,, 
Deputy Magistrate, Bihar 

A lean and thin man with the time-honoured Hukha by 
his side aud a table littered with papers and books in his 
front aud breaking into achild’s laugh in the course of 
conversation, and that was late Mr. Das in his study. To 
this study repaired men of all walks of life, from the 
Rajas and the Maharajas down to the street beggar, and 
this very busy man never had a refusal for any one, A 
brilliant conversationist, it was a treat dad a lesson to hear 
him talk. Probably he was an encyclopedia in himself— 
he could talk and talk sensibly and capture the imagina- 
tion and sentiments of the people that clustered round hinty 
On his table you could have seen the latest publication 
about the political taugle of some country in a corner of 
the world, the latest research on mental deficiency and 
also the effusion of some obscure poet fromm a corner of 
Orissa. Hours and hours he would pass in his study 
poring over books, pamphlets and magazines, not to speak + 
of his briefs. 

The influence and power that he held in Orissa was 
tremendous, and the following story will testify to it. 
When the Great War broke out and the prices of things 
went up which affected the villagers along with the towns- 
men, one day two rustics found their way to the house of 
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their beloved Madhu Babu and sought his audience. They 
were brought to him and with folded hands these two 
meu implored Madhu Babu, their idol, to stop the war as 
they were feeling the pinch of it. This was his influence 
over the mass twenty years before, He was the People’s 


Uncrowned King. 


His many-sided activities were a marvel and one 
wondered as to how he could combine so many in him. He 
was the pioneer of the neo-industrial move and gave an 
impetus to the tanning and silver filigree work in Orissa. 
Scores of years he eulogised and exhorted the people to 
take to the “handléom and obt&ined same success. He was 
punctilious to the degree as to the industrial output and 
would insist on the efficiency and worth of the finished 
product. The writer has known of a case when he des- 
troyed finished leather worth more than Rs. 500 simply 
because it fell a little short of his test. He organised the 
tanning industry and his Utkal Tannery was the byword 
for excellent goods twenty years back. He knew the vast 
economic resources of Orissa, her forest wealth, aud he also 
Ruew the latent capacity of the people. ‘I'he practical 
politician that he was, he brought the two factors together 
aud he should always be regarded as the man who organised 
the industry on a scientific basis in the recent times in 
Utkal. Nemesis was hard on him, but he invited crash in 
his industrial activities because of his too high a standard, 
aud bis puuctilious honesty and probably a little lack of 
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recognising some practical factors of business. His Orissa 
Art Wares was more a museum of marvellous craftsman- 
ship of the silversmiths of Cuttack than a shop. His 
imagination worked marvels and it was he who brought 
out teapots out of cocoanut shells and shoes of pure bark 


of tree without any leather. 


Coming to think of him two traits of his character stand 
out very prominent. he first was his intense regard for 
his mother. Even in his old age whenever he would speak 
of his mother his eyes would indicate his feelings. Again 
and again did he allude that it was his mother who taught 
him the rudiments of high personal character. How many 
times on the platform I have heard him say that it was 
his mother who taught him ‘“Apana Mahattya Apne Rakha”, 
that is, keep up your own prestige yourself. The child 
that lisped those words on the mother’s lap remembered 
them welland carried the torch of that lesson high through- 
out his career. It is this spirit that bred in him an 
optimism that recognised no defeat. He had known many 
phases of life. He had tasted poverty after being rich. 
But he never murmured and he never lost hope. Never 
did he lose sense of dignity and prestige. Throughout his 
chequered career he never forgot the lesson imbibed from 
his mother. = 

The second trait was his love and regard for the poor. 
His was an open house and in his usual evening walks by 


the side of the Mahanadi he would often pick up some 
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rustic and talk with him asa brother. He always used to 
say that the statesman’s real work is amongst the poor and 
asa Minister he tried to carry some of his ideas into 
fruition. 

It is needless to report that his work as the Father of 
the Orissan Nationalism has been recognised well. It was 
his cherished dream to bring all the Oriya-speaking tracts 
into one administrative unit and he plodded laboriously 
for this end. He was a keen journalist and it was a well- 
known fact that the now defunct “Fhe Star of Utkal”, 
the tri-weekly newspaper of the late Khirod Chandra Ray 
Chaudhury, derived coutributjous and editorials from him 
often. After “The Star of Utkal” had set, he edited ‘“‘The 
Oriya’ for some time. He could write brilliantly and there 
was a note of suave witticism when he was scathing in 
his remarks. Asa speaker he could stand out as one of 
the best dozen speakers of India. A keen educationist he 
was ; he always used to say that education and agitation 
were the two media through which a statesman should 
work. 

e It is not that he did not have defects. Probably he had 
some, but the time has come when he should be recog- 
nised for all that the did. Every normal man has his defec- 
tive traits and he was no exception. But the elements were 
so mixed in him that we should stand out and proclaim 


tbat here was a great man who lived and died for Orissa. 
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( 21 ) 
“MADHUSUDAN—A PEN PORTRAIT” 
By DiwAN BAHADUR SRIKRISHNA MABAPATRA, 
Retired Superintendent of Police, Cuttack 

Madhusudan was the greatest production of Englistl 
education in Orissa. Born in a village wheu Orissa wag 
looked upon as a benighted country, he built an amazin 
career for himself.““I'o the masses he was a wouder. “Di 
you meet Madhu Babu?’ “Did you see Gourisanka 
Babu’s Printing Press ?”’ ‘‘Did you see the Tiger of Gola 
Babu 7”—these were the questions that a villager return 
ing from Cuttack was ahnost invariably asked by hi 
village folk in those days. To the student he was a 
inspiration. To the Chiefs of the States of Orissa he w 
a trusted counsellor. Au eminent Englishman, who visited 
Orissa early in this century, described him as the “uucrow 
ned king of Orissa.” He was a fighter and fought to the 
eud. In his veins flew the blood of a family’ of warriors 
kuown as Mallas of Abertock who later on migrated to 
Satyabhamapur. His grandmother was a Suttee aud when: 
ever he went to his village, he said he weut on a pilgri 


miage to the shrine. 

Madhusudan began his career as a teacher and never 
ceased tobe one. He imparted lessons to students for 
only a few years but went ou imparting lessons to his 
mation throughout his life He inclucated into the mind 
of his countrymen the national spirit which enabled them 
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to realise that they belonged to a nation which had a 
lorious past. He was at first an admirer of the Indian 
ational Congress but soon discarded it as he felt that the 
riya needed a separate organisation for his growth. He 
imself founded that organisation—the Utkal Union 

Conference, on which he spent heaps of money but did 
ot spend it in vain. It is this organisation, its persistent 
trugegle and determination which won for the Oriya a 


separate province, 


The man was greater than the public manis the well- 
onsidered verdict of one who knew Madhusudan both as 
man and public mam for nearly, half a century, He help- 
d people in distress aud difficulty and his left hand did 

mot know what his right hand gave. 


Madhusudan was regarded as the saviour of the great 
Tem ple of Jagannath, When the Government of Bengal 
at tempted to take the temple under its ‘management and 
there was a commotion throughout the country, Madhu- 
sudan espoused the cause of the Hindu community. He 
urged that the Raja who performed the worship was the 
Pope of the Hindu world whose name and year of reign 
were borne on the horoscope of every Oriya child and could 
not be deprived on his rights. He triumphed at last and 
the attempt was given up. The press and the public paid 
greate tribute to him. 
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Madhusudan realised the important part that industries 
play in the development of a country. He found hundreds 
of ton of raw hide and skin exported from Orissa and 
thought he could make better use of them. This was the 
origin of the Utkal Tannery which turned out leather 
goods which were highly appreciated in Europe and 
America. He was so jealous of the reputation of his pet 
child that he would burn all inferior productions contrary 
to commercial principles. He spent his fortune over this 
business which landed him in financial difficulty. 

He did not regret that though he earned money like a 
prince, he died a poor man., Even befcre his death he was 
thinking of a big factory which would utilise the vast raw 
products of Orissa and provide work for the Oriya labourer 
who goes abroad in sound health but returns home a phy- 


sical wreck. 


Madhusudan’s mission was the uplift of Orissa. That 
mission he fulfilled. He continued to thiuk of his country 
till the very end. Heis gone but his spirit lives in the 
‘heart of every Oriya. Glory to the name of Madhusudan. | 
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( 22 )° 
“AN ASPECT OF MR. DAS’S CHRISTIANITY” 
By Mr. JONATHAN Mauanry, 
Professor, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 


I first came in personal contact with the late Mr. M. S. 
Das, C.LE., in the year 1916. The occasion was a dinner 
party held at his residence to meet candidates from Orissa 
who had come out successful in the M.A. Examination of 
that year. Nobody was more concerned for the spread of 
education in Orissa, or more elated with joy to take note 
of any academic success, achieved by people of Orissa, 
The fact mentioned above is perhaps the least iustance of 
the fatherly care he bestowed upon us all, and of the pride 
a father feels when he sees any of his children achieving 
success, howsoever little it may be. 

Since then I had the rareprivilege of meeting him every 
now and then. It really was a great privilege to ineet him 
and to listen to him, for he was a veritable mine of infor- 
mation, aud nobody listened to his conversations without 
being made much wiser than before. Many, besides my 
humble self, will bear out the truth of this remark from 
their personal experience. The uniform brilliance of his 
conversations inakes it impossible for me to give any 
specimen, 

Being a Christian I was very curious to find his views 
on our religion and its many sects. I, of course, had 
heard from his mouth all about his conversion to Chris- 
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tianity. In private conversations, as well as from public 
platforms, he revealed a great faith in Christianity and 
his attachment and devotion tothe unique personality of 
Christ. He often told how the words of Christ hanging 
on the Cross—‘‘Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do”—moved him most to accept Him as the 
Master of his life. Oue evening, as was his habit, he was 
out walking round the killa, and I met him on the way. 
In course of conversation he inquired if I kuew to which 
church he belonged. My answer was in the negative. He 
told me that during his early days in Calcutta he used to 
be a member of a particular church. It ¢o happened that 
a particular member of that church once got drunk and 
his case was taken up by church dignitaries for discipli- 
nary measure, as a result of which he was excommuni- 
cated. Mr. Das was present in that council of the church 
where that decision was arrived at. He vehemently 
protested against the measure, saying thatnot only had he 
seen some of the heads of ecclesiastical department indulg- 
ing in more alcoholic drink than was good for them, but 
that he was of the opinion that the existence of a church 
could only be justified by administering spiritual consola- 
tion to souls which needed it morethan others, and not to 
dispense justice like a law court. since then he severed 
his connection with all the visible Christain churches. He 
told me that he was a Christian and nota “churchian”. 


He wasaman of sincere conviction aud had bolduess 
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enough to give expression to his views, aud as this comes 
from a inan of light and learning who can by no means be 
accused of auy levity in thought or action, this view with 
regard to the government of the church ought to engage 


our serious attention, 


(23) 
“MADHUSUDAN DAS” 
By BAwa KarTAR SINGH, M.A.(Cantab), Sc.D., F.I.C.,LE.S. 
Professor, Science College, Patna 


It is sad now to refer to the death of the Grand Old 
Man of Orissa—the late Mr, Madhusudan Das. To say 
that he was a pioneer in many fields, and that he was one 
of the makers of new Orissa, is not enough. He was 
much more besides. His death has left in public life a 
void dimicult to All. 

Although it may not be generally knowu, Mr. Madhu 
sudan Das was an educationist with actual experience of 
teaching. He took up the teaching of Law with consider- 
able success at Cuttack when he found that Oriya students 
were not doing well in that subject. He used to tell me 
that he was :the private tutor of the late Sir Ashutosh 
Mukherji, during his childhood, with ,;whom he kept up 
constant correspondence, He alsotold me ‘that he had a 


presentiment of the death ofSir Ashutosh on the day it 
occured 
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Mr, M, S. Das was indeed the foremost Oriya of modern 
times. He was the first Oriya graduate in Art and Law 
of the Calcutta University, the first Oriya to go abroad, 
and the first Oriya to become a Minister. 

Although Mr. Madhusudan Das did well in the legal 
profession his interest was mainly in industry, as he felt 
that the rejuvenation of Orissa was only possible through 
it. He gave great impetus to the silver filigree work, the 
horn work and the tanning industry by establishing insti- 
tutes and factories which gave great scope for the training 
and the employment of the Oriya people. 

The difficult post-war period and the trade depression 
which followed in its wake led to the failure of his enter- 
prises, and I believe this came as a heavy blow to Mr. Das 
in his old age. 

There is no doubt, however, that Mr. Madhusudan 
Das was a great idealist. His main ideal was to create a 
separate province of Orissa. The separation of Orissa 
from Bengal in 1912 was only a partial fulfilment of his 
ambition. He lived to know that his ideal had been accep- 
ted at the Round Table Conference, and though he passed 
away before Orissa was_created as a separate unit, he had 
the great satisfaction of knowing that his work was done. 
Its further growth and development he left to the younger 
generation of Orissa whose regard for the ideals of their 
Grand Old Man will evolve a greater, happier and united 


Orissa, 
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(24) 
“I REMEMBER” 


By Mr. Gira SANKAR Ray, 
Professor, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 


The first occasion I met the late Mr, Das was when I 
passed the Matric Examiuation and there was a talk of my 
going over to England for higher education. Mr. Das 
wanted to see me and told my father in the Bar library to 
seud me to him that after-noon. At five in the afternoon, 
I reached Mr. Das’s place and was called inside his library 
where he was sitting. I found a small and thin figure 
sitting in the midst of huge shelves of books and could 
scarcely believe that this small figure was that of the great 
Mr. Das. Mr. Das told ime to take my seat and asked me 
why I intended to goto Eugland. I replied that I desired 
to go for facilities in higher education, He then pointed 
to the books around him and asked me whether higher 
education was not possible in India and ‘whether constant 
study of books here might not make a man great and 
learned. ‘‘When there are so many books here which you 
have not studied, why go outside for purposes of study 
alone ?? Was his last question— a question to which I 
could not find a reply. The matter rested there and I 
came away and later onthe proposal to go abroad was 
abandoned. 

Years passed. I was preparing for the B.A. My uncle 
Rai Bahadur Gouri Sankar Ray died. His dead body was 
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brought over in the evening from the Printing Company 
to our place. The bier was got ready. Weeping relatives 
were preparing to carry the body to the cremation ground, 
when to our surprise Mr. Das arrived—barefoot, bareheaded 
and with a dhoti and shirt on. He was suffering from 
feaver. The doctor had asked him not to venture ont into 
the treacherous March wind inthe night. We implored 
him not to think of going to the cremation ground, He 
replied, ‘Don’t prevent me from accompanying the dead. 
body. This is the last respect I can show to him. God 
never punishes a man for doing good. I shall never fall 
ill if I go, but shall suffer bitterly if I am stopped.” Not- 
withstanding his doctor’s advice and the prayers of all the 
members of his and our family he accompanied the bier, 
stayed till the end and returned at about midnight. 

The next occasion 1 saw him was at a meeting at 
Cuttack. The Collector of Cuttack has invited ustoa 
meeting in the Cinema Hall and Mr. Das boldly pointed 
out to the Collector a glaring mistake iu the invitation 
letter itself, commenting on the fact that Englishmen can 
no longer teach English to the Indians. Some time later 
Mr. Whitlock and some friends had been invited to a 
dinner at Mr, Das’s place. During the dinner Mr. Whit- 
lock said that Englishmen knew India very thoroughly 
and that was the secret of their success as rulers. Imme- 
diately Mr. Das took up the theme and showed Mr. Whit- 


lock a picture of a cocoanut tree with a human figure iu 
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the middle, and asked him to explain the picture. Now, 
Mr, Whitlock had never seen an Indian Chamar go upa 
cocoanut tree with a piece of rope as his only stay and so 
could give no explanation of the picture at all, and Mr. 
Des laughed at bis knowledge of Orissa where he had 
spent more than 15 years. 

What struck me most of all on the many occasions 
when I came in touch with him was the courage of his 
convictions and the boldness with which he could face 
any mortal being on earth. There was not the little trace 
of the inferiority comiplex about him, but rather a touch of 
the real aristocrat, an instinctive leadership of men and a 
consciousness of the dignity of his own position. I have 
heard many stories about him, stories of how he flung a 
bold retort against a Chief Justice, how he humiliated 
some interfering official, how he chastised one or other 
ruling chief, how he hammered a costly silver casket 
because there was a trifling fault in the making and ripped 
open a pair of shoes because one stitch was out of place, 
how generously he behaved towards his political oppo- 
nents aud how lavish he was in all his charities. These 
stories were so characteristic of the man that we belived 
every word of them, however improbable they might other- 
wise appear. For years together whenever anything 
extraordinary happened in Orissa, we were sure that it 
was Mr. Das who performed the miracle. Many stories 


were beard of bis whimsical nature, many incidents of his 
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life became the subjectmatter of lively comment ; but the 
personality of Mr. Das was capable of all things—the 
boldest of enterprises or the most insignificant of whim- 
sicalities. 

When iny father was seriously ill Mr. Das called every 
day. He would never goup to the patient for fear of 
disturbing the nurses. He would sit below, enquire about 
my father’s condition, advise us as to what we should do, 
sit silent for some time and then depart. And after my 
father died, he was one of the first to visit us and offer us 
consolation for our great loss. 

He was a real inan—one who enjoyed his life in the 
bitterest of moments, his was a towering personality in 
mauy spheres of activity, he was one of those rare men 
who occasionally visit us in this mortal world, one whose 


memory the world does not willingly let die. 


( 25 ) 
“THE GRAND OLD MAN OF ORISSA” 
By Mr, ATut CHANDRA GANGULI, 
Retired Professor of Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 
The grand old man of Orissa, Mr. Madhusudan Das, 
M.A., B.L., C.1.E., the maker of Modern Orissa. struggled 
lifelong for the uplift of the Oriya race. He earned a lot 
and spent everything for that purpose. 
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After the declaration by the Secretary of State that 
Orissa would be formed into a separate province and some 
time before his demise, | congratulated him on his signal 
success with the remark that it falls to the lot of very few 
patriots to find their work crowned with success. 

His reply was “Atul Babu, I was lying in a hospital in 
Calcutta, bedridden and suffering from severe pain on 
account of enlarged prostrate gland, when the news of the 
Secretary of State’s declaration reached me, Such was 
my exhilaration that I. felt as if I took a bottle of alcohol 
and all my pains vanished at that time.” 


( 26 ) 
‘‘NO IDLE DREAMER” 

By MR. SaATISH CHANDRA Boss, Bar-at-Law, Cuttack 

The name of Mr. Madhusudan Das conjures up much, 
very much. It takes us back to a period inthe early 
sixties of the last century when we find the mighty and 
gugged spirit moving in calcutta in quest of learning and 
‘culture. We see him within the portals of the University 
of Calcutta, whose motto “Advancement of Learning” 
had fired the youthful imagination of the strange and 
-adventurous youth who had already freed himself from 
the sackles and bondage of cramping custom and unreaso- 
‘ning conventionalities which, in those days, hung likea 
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dead weight ou Orissa. Years later, we find his mind and 
entire outlook on life transfoi1med by long residence in 
Calcutta aud intimate contact with the intellectual atmos- 
phere of that place. We find him intellectually and in 
spirit a Bengalee, who Jacked ueither intellect, emotion 
nor imagination. In iutimate touch with the flower of 
Bengalee culture and intellect, he imbibed the restless 
spirit of the intellectual adventure and of resistance to the 
forces of oppression and tyrayuy which marked the lives 
and activities of prominent Bengalees in those days. His 
own province of Orissa had in those days no inore than a 
mere geographical existence to persons outside the 
province. But the change came and it came with Madhu 
Babu. 

In the later seventies of the last century, we find him 
back to his own province, a Jawyer by profession. He was, 
however, much more than aimere lawyer. The lure of the 
Bar proved attractive but not too attractive for him. The 
spirit of resistance to evil, the innate urge to uplift his pro- 
vince and its inhabitants in the fields of commerce, industry 
and politics, had already taken fill possession of his virile 
mind. We find him organising and consolidating the dis- 
membered parts of the Oriya-speakinz tracts, resisting the 
forces of evil, combating the tyranny of the official tiu- 
gods, focussing public opinion on matters of common 
welfare and creating a platform, when none existed, for the 


ventilation of the grievances of his own people. We find 
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him since the last decade of the last century, staking all 
his material possessions in order to briug about the indus- 
trial reorganisation of his own proviuce. The attempt and 
the deed were both heroic but it cost him the fortune aud 
savings ofa lifetime. Even in the midst of financial crash 
and ruin and stricken with age, he displayed the vigour 
ofa Hercules till the last days of his life, in self-help aud 


self-reliance. 


Such was the man who made history for his own pro- 
viuce and gave his all to Orissa but had no personal axe to 


griud, 


In his attempt toremove the “Inferiority Complex” 
which obsessed the minds of his owu people, he never came 
into clash with other communities in Orissa. He tried to 
engender in the minds of his own people a spirit of healthy 
rivalry with the sister Bengalee community. There was 
no trace of hostility or bitterness in his relations with the 


said community. 


Orissa’s “Sun’’ is set { He had given Orissa light and 
lefe which lit up the darkest corners of the province of 
Orissa, 
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( 27) 
“ORISSA BEFORE THE NATION” 
By Mr. SATINDRA NARAYAN Roy MAHASAYA, M.A., B.L., 
Cuttack 


Madhusudan Das lived like a lord and spent like a lord. 

Poor people looked up to him as the only man whom 
they should goto when they were in trouble. I never 
kuew aleader of man who had a stronger hold on the mass- 
mind. 

He was an intense lover of Orissa. His desire to serve 
his people exclusively was a bar to his taking partin 
Indian politics. The costly garden parties that he gave 
were never meant to show himself off, but to enhance the 
prestige of the place and the people. 

His insolvency gave a shock of surprise to many people. 
The Utkal Tanuery, of-which he was the proprietor, was 
valued at Rs. 2,50,000 by the Subordinate Judge of Cuttack 
in Execution case No. 72 of 1926, and it was subsequently 
sold for Rs.65,000. Thus aloss of Rs. 1,85,000 was incurred, 
and it compelled him to apply for insolvency. If the Utkal 
Tannery could be sold for the price fixed by the Su bondi. 
nate Judge, he would have been able to clear off all his 
debts. 

I came into more iutimate contact with him when I 
became the receiver of his estate. He was a loving soul 
with rather a rough exterior—a man absolutely free from 
dogmas but all the samea pious‘Christian. He was not 
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the least perturbed by his insolvency, which he took as an 
act of God. " 

He died on the 4thof February, 1934, and was safe 
with gentle Jesus. 


(28 ) 

“MR MADHUSUDAN. DAS—AS I SAW HIM” 
By Mr, PARAMANANDA Dott, Advocate, Calcutta 
High Court : 

Joint Editor, ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika’ 


Several blind men were asked to describe an elephant. 
One touched its leg and said that au elephant was like a 
palm-tree. The second, who touched its tusk, said it was 
like a pike, the third, who touched its ear, said that an 
elephant was like a wiunow and another, who felt its tail 
only, said that au elephant was like a tuft of hair. They 
were right aud yet they were wrong. 

Ihave been asked to give my reminiscences of the late 
Mr. Madhusudan Das of hallowed memory and I need 
hardly say that my account will be like that of a blind man 
describing an elephant. In my younger days I saw him on 
numerous occasion closetted with my grandfather, the late 
Babu Moti Lal Ghosh, Editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 
But -at that time I had other interests than politics and 
journalism and hence took but little interest in the con- 
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versations that took place between them. It was in the 
days of the Swadeshi agitation in India that followed in 
the wake of the partition of Bengal. 


When after the death of Babu Moti Lal Ghosh his 
youngest brother the late Babu Gopal Lal Ghosh became 
the editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika the sweet relation- 
ship that formerly existed between the Ghosh brothers 
and Mr. Madhusudan Das was maintained and Gopal Babu 


and Mr. Das also met off and on. 


One incident I still remember because I was personally 
concerned in it. -It was atthe time when Mr. Das had 
opened his Utkal Tannery, with the odject of advancing 
indigenous industries. Mr. Das and Moti Babu were 
discussing the industrial possibilities of the country in the 
room of the latter in the Amrita Bazar Patrika office. I 
happened to be walking in the verandah at that time. All 
of a sudden my grandfather called me and asked me: 
“Wherefrom have you brought the pair of shoes you are 
wearing ?” ‘From the National Taunery.” said I. “How 
much did they cost you??? was the next question. 
“Thirteen Rupees’, said J, “Thirteen Rupees |,” 
exclaimed grandfather, ‘‘that’s too much. Look at my 
shoes. They cost me Rs. 2/4/- only. Why can’t you 
buy shoes like these?” I replied, “Your shoes, sir, are 
made of canvas, generally worn by older people, And 
as to cost your shoes will last for two or three months, 
whereas mine which are all chrome will last for two years. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY AIANY EYES 77 


Which is more economical, pray?” Atthis my grand- 
father flared up and said ‘You have becoine very argu- 
mentative,” and was adding some more adjectives when 
Mr. Das who was listening to the conversation all the time 
intervened and said with a smile, ‘Stop, stop, Moti Babu, 
why do you forget that these hairs are not grey 7?” And 
pointed out his fingers at my head. This had the desired 
effect. My grandfather cooled down and I still remember 
that one sentence of Mr. Das with gratitude. 

The conversation between Mr. Das and Moti Babu then 
went on. One ueed not be surprised the subject of conver- 
‘sation continued tg be shoes and shoes only, 

Lord Carmichael was then the Governor of Bengal. My 
:sgraudfather had often to see him in connection with the 
‘then current political affairs. My grandfather said, “Well, 
Mr. Das, Lord Carmichael bas a fad—it is shoes. Not 
‘only has he alarye uumber of shoes himself, but they are 
.all shapely and clean and almost every time I go to see him 
will look askance at my canvas shoes. I don’t think they 
are bad, They are soft. But shoes made of leather are 
ward. I cannot wear them.” 

Mr, Das enquired, ‘‘But have you tried the leather shoes 
of the Utkal Tannery?’ On Moti Lal answering the 
question in the negative Mr. Dass said, “Very welll will 
senda man to take the measurement of your feet and 
present you with a pair of shoes made of leather which you 
will find to be softer than your canvas shoes.” 
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A few days afterwards when Babu Moti Lal Ghosh was 
visiting Lord Carmichael, the latter found that Mati Lal 
was no longer wearing the old-fashioned canvas shoes, but 
apair of fine glossy glace kid shoes made by the Utkal 
Tannery. At home also he was found wearing a pair of 
slippers made by the’same tannery. And he wore them 
long and every time we looked at them we were reminded 
of the giver, Mr. Madhusudan Das. 


( 29) 
“REMINISCENCES OF MY GURU” 
By SamMljI BICHITRANANDA Das, B.L , Advocate, Cuttack 


When I think of the late Mr. S, Das, my mind is filled 
with ecstasy ; for in him I realised the ideal of my life. A 
man of great personality, a versatile genius, a successful 
lawyer, a veteran politician, a great industrialist, the father 
of the new Orissa anda Harischandra of this age—such 
was our Madhu Babu. I remember the greatness of his 
soul and his magnanimity that brought him to the brink 
of worldly ruin. I remember him as the inspire of souls 
and asa man whose soul thought and lived in a higher 
plane than those of ordinary mammon-worshipers. The 
motto of his life was. “Fear no man but God.” His 
fearless temperament earned for him the reputation of a 


hard critic of the Government and of the oppressions and 
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tepressions of the men in power and yet he was one of the 
greatest constitutionalists of his age. He stood against all 
tyrannies and oppressions, whether social or political. He 
was a devoted Christian, not of the orthodox type but one 
who loved and followed Christ. He used to say, “Where 
inthis world could I havea nobler personality than that 
of Christ ? Where is his parallel in the world, for, he said 
in his hour of sufferings and pain, ‘Father forgive them : 
they know not what they do’.” I often narrated to him 
asa parallel the great sacrifice of Dadhichi Maharshi, who 
gave his life-bones, for the manufacture of thunder in the 
holy war of the gods against the demons. As he preached 
so he lived, a noble example of sacrifice and suffering for 
his country. He was a devoted son and loved his mother 
dearly, His love for his mother and for Mother Utkal was 
teally boundless. He was also a great Indian: as Presi- 
dent of the All-India Christian Conference at Madras he 
said, ‘We are Indians first and Christians afterwards”, 
Yet he was an Oriya out and out. He believed that Orissa 
presented problems that were typical, of Indian problems 
and that in the uplift of his countrymen lay the progress 
of India. He gave up the promising and lucrative career 
iu Calcutta when-he lost his beloved and pious wife and 
ieft for Cuttack to devote his energies whole-heartedly to 
the service of his mother-land. He belonged to the old 
school of politicians like Surendra Nath Banerjee, Gokhale, 
Ranade and Dadabhai Naoroji, and believed that Provi- 
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dence linked the fate of India with England with a purpose, 
He was proud of English institutions and of his English 
friends, but he stood fearlessly against them when his 
couutry’s cause required opposition. 

He was a great conversationalist. He could inspire 
men andtouch their hearts. When he talked his eyes 
brightened, he could pierce into the very core of hearts, he 
could enthuse. The greatness of a man shine in his 
little acts and not in spectacular shows. 


* * * * * 


At his 29th year his partner of lifey the noble divinity 
who nursed and fedthe poor, had left him. It was the 
wish of God. In those days men of his education were 
wanting among the Hindus of Calcutta and also among the 
Christian community. Offers of a beautiful wife and dowry 
of Rs, 50,000 came from mauy quarters. Yet he remem- 
bered the brethren of the land of his birth, how they were 
suffering in the grip of ignorance and poverty. He decided 
iu the name of the partner of his life to relieving the dis- 
tress of the poor, to bringing the light of education and 
learning to his countrymen. He left Calcuttaand came to 
live the life of a worker in Orissa. 

An incident I will relate, which shewed how great and 
magnanimous was his heart. It was during the later days 
of his life, just after he had applied for insolvency. His 
love of industry cast him into debt and he had to undergo 
trials and tribulations of an insolvency proceeding. It was 
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about 8 o’clock in the evening. An erstwhile rich but 
now impoverished gentleman caine to him for help. He 
opened his box, he had Rs. 50 left tohim. With tears 
gliding down his cheeks he said. “What have I got now 
togive you? This isall I have, please dotake”’, and 
placed the notes in his hands. 

Another incident before his death, though a smal! one, 
shows how greatly he felt for his suffering fellowmen. It 
wasa week before his death. He got a remittance of 
Rs.800. That was all hehad. He directed at once that atube- 
well should be sunk in fishermen’s quarters of the town, 
which are always*infected when any epidemic ison. This 
was done. Like Maharaja Harishchandra he gave his all 
to his fellowmen. Like Christ be loved them and suffered 


for them. 
( 30 ) 
A FEW RECOLLECTIONS 
of 
Mr. CHANDRA KuMAR Hazra, Barrister-at-Law, 
Midnapur 


I have been brought upand educated at Mr. M.S. 
Das’s house at Cuttack, and lived with him several years. 
I have so many reminiscences of him, that if I put them all 
here they will bea big volume. I have been asked by 
Miss Das to write only a few things. 
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Z called him “Dada”. Dada means grandfather, and we 
all of us called him ‘‘Dada’”’. Our friends seeing us calling 
him “Dada” they also called him ‘'Dada’’, so he was 
“Dada” to all. 


Since his college days, he was a physical wreck, and 1 
remember that he never used to have any dinner at night, 
When we used to have our dinner, however busy he might, 
have been with his professional work, he would leave it 
and come to the dining room for achat. He would not 
touch any food, but he would sit with us for a couple of 
hours and talk to us on various subjects, such as politics 
education, but always about Oriya people and about his 
country. He never cared to talk against anybody, not 
even against his worstenemy. He always had some kind 
word and would defend the action of his worst enemy. 
He did not like us also to talk ill of others in his presence. 
That was his characteristic. Once I remember, I told him 
“Dada, such a person has said all these against you, and 
we hada great discussion on the subject”. He told me, 
“T never expected that everybody would speak well of me. 
Take the example of Christ. Even’He was crucified ; wno 


am I, that every one would speak well of me ?” 


He was full of wit and humour. It is a pity, that 
his humorous and witty sayings were not collected, but 
those who heard, always appreciated them. His speeches 
also contain wit, and they were very instructive and 


impressive. 
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He was proud of his nationality, aud always told pevple 
when they mistook him to bea Bengalee, that he wasa 
real genuine Oriya. I shall give an incident here, which 
will speak for itself. Once I happened to be present with 
Mr. Das in Calcutta when both of us were walking through 
the Bow Bazar Street in 1905. Mr. Das in those days was 
greatly interested in the improvement of industries and 
had a school of arts—the “Orissa Art Wares’, We went 
inside the shop of a mechanic. While talking to him about 
certain hand machine with some new devices he wanted 
tomake for himself, this mechanic wanted to know what 
Mr. Das’s occupatio was, as he, understood so much about 
machines, etc. and asked him in Bengali, “Sir, what are 
you?” Mr, Das replied, “Iam an Oriya’, The man 
thought that probably Mr. Das took offence at his asking 
him like that, and so Mr. Das must have treated his ques- 
tion with contempt, asthe word “Oriya’’ at that time 
signified “stupid” and people uttered it with contempt. 
The man could never take Mr. Das to bean Oriya—a 
gentleman dressed in up-to-date European costume spea- 
kitg Bengali like a cultured Bengalee. intelligent and 
clever. He asked Mr. Das's pardon for questioning him. 
He thought Mr. Das must have been very angry with him. 
Mr. Das had a good laugh, hearing his explanation and 
patted the man onhis back, and said that there was 
nothing for him to ask pardon, for he was really an Oriya, 
and proud tobe an Oriya andthere was no shame or 
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contempt attached tothe word “Oriya”, and answered all 
the questions of the man with the best of spirits. The 
man was so struck with Mr, Das that he would not but 
admire an Oriya. His idea was that the Oriyas were only 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, bearers of palkis 
malies, cooks, and artisans, He never saw an Oriya, who 
was as intelligent and clever asa Bengalee and spoke 
chaste Bengali. I was greatly amused at seeing how proud 
‘‘Dada” felt to call himself an Oriya. 

I have often heard Dada saying, amongst other things, 
that no kings in the world have an era running in thei 
own name, but the Rajas of Puri have an era of thei 
own running from time immemorial, and every Oriya’s 
horoscope bears that era. Dada was particularly proud 
of this fact, 

The one great ambition of Dada’s life was to bring 
about union of dismembered Oriya race, scattered over the 
different provinces, and to amalgamate them iuto one. Mr. 
Das wrote a long letter to Lord Curzon in 1901, on the 
subject of amalgamation of the Oriya people. He gave 
the letter to me to read. The letter contained most force, 
ful arguments. Subsequently he went up to Simla to have 
an interview with Lord Curzon. Lord Curzon would not 
at first agree with Mr. Das’s views, and Mr, Das felt it so 
keenly that he was almost in tears. Nothing daunted, he 
made a most persistent appeal in the name of a race which 


had been unjustly treated, in the name of “Mother Orissa” 
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and ‘“‘daughter in exile’, and showed how the “gylf of 
administration” separated the mother from daughter and 
how the Oriya race suffered so badly. At last Mr. Das’s 
eloquence and advocacy triumphed. Lord Curzon was 
inclined to do what he could in the matter. In those days 
Orissa never worried the high officials and I doubt if they 
knew of her existence even, Lord Curzon at once sent 
fora map of Orissa, and of the surrounding provinces and 
had the place marked thereon, and then sent for his Secre- 
tary in the presence of Mr. Das, and asked the Secretary 
to telegraph the Bengal Government to arrange for his 
visit to Orissa. While saying good-bye to Mr. Das, he 
said, ‘The Oriyas must congratulate themselves in having 
such an able champian in you to fight their cause”. After 
afew mouths of the said interview Jord Curzon visited 
Orissa, and again had a long discussion with Mr. Das at 
Purl, This was the first time a Viceroy vsited Orissa. 
During Lord Curzon’s regime the matter could not be 
hurried through, as the opinion of other Governments had 
to be taken. There was great opposition, but still some 
Jyrogress was made during histime. After Lord Curzon 
had left, the question was shelved for a long time, but 
Mr. Das kept the taper burning. Af last his life’s long- 
cherished desire was fulfilled as Orissa was declared to bea 
separate province. He thanked God over and over again 
for having spared him to that day; he could now die 
in peace with the thought that his race could stand side 
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by side with the other races in India. 

Iremember an incident which made me highly admire 
the Grand Old Man of Orissa in the trials of his life. In 
1925, when Mr. Das’s residential house and other proper- 
ties were put up for Court sale, I happened to be present 
in Cuttack. He was going to be a “Fakir” from-a “King”. 
But I did not notice any change in him. Another man in 
his place would have felt simply crushed, but Madhusudan 
Das was made of far other materials, as he was quite 
unconcerned at these changes. The naine which his 
father gave him was fully justified. He was a true ‘‘Das” 
(servant) of “Madhusudan” (God). He‘ did completely 
surrender himself to His wishes..,...there was nothing to 
worry, nothing, to be sorry for nothing to be ashamed of, 
but a sweet smile was always on his lips. 

I have another reminiscence of him that struck me with 
his greatness and his love for his race. 

Two days before the Court sale of his house, the news 
of the sudden death of Sir Surendranath reached Cuttack, 
early in the morning. I went into Mr. Das’s bed room 
and found him sitting on his bed, morose and dejected. He 
was Sir Surendra’s contemporary, they had- worked 
together for years inthe Bengal Council of those days, 
and now one of them was uo more. I heard Mr. Das 
saying. “The father of Indian Nationalisin is no more”, 
He was himself the father of ‘Oriya Nationalism”, and 


I can well imagine how he must have felt the loss of Sir 
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Surendranath, He called some Oriya gentlemen and asked 
them.to convene a meeting in the Town Hall the following 
evening. Mr. Das presided over that meeting and asked 
one of the conveners to wire to Sir Surendranath’s son 
and the press the resolutions passed in that meeting. Next 
morning while I was sitting with Mr. Das a letter was 
brought to hin and I found the resolutions passed in the 
Meeting enclosed with a note that Mr. Das might forward 
them. Icould not keep quiet. I asked Mr. Das, “Could 
it be possible in Beugal ?” His countrymen knew full well 
that his house was going to be sold the following day by 
public auction dud he wag going to be homeless, and 
almost a pauper and except his own clothes, he would have 
nothing which he could call his own, and still his country- 
men expected that Madhusudan must pay for such public 
work, Mr. Das kept silent for a while looking very grave. 
Then with a smile he saidto me, “Chandra, do not compare 
‘Orissa with Bengal. The public men of Bengal now are 
the fourth generation of their public men, but I am the 
first public man in my country, and Iam still living. So 
you should not compare Orissa with Bengal,” How weil 
he defended his conntrymen even in that hour, I can never 
forget it. This is surely an indication of his great love for 
-his people and for his race. 

Another incident I shall narrate here which will show 
that Mr, Das never wished to be under any one’s obligation. 


One afternoon his daughter had an appointment with the 
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then Commissioner’s wife, who asked her to tea. Iu those 
days there was cordial and friendly relation between the 
wives of civilians and the Indian ladies, The driver did 
not turn up at the appointed time ; so Miss Das went to 
her father and asked him to write to one of his friends to 
lend him his carriage for the occasion. Mr. Das said, “No, I 
do not wish to be under anybody’s obligation. You can 
certainly send for aticca garry and go tothe party. If the 
hostess does not receive -you properly owing to your 
coming in a ficca garry then come away saying to her that 
you will send your carriage and pair the next day”. Miss 
Das was most reluctant to go in a ticca Bre, but she had 
no other alternative, as her father was determined that 
she must not go in a borrowed carriage, At last she 
went in a ticca garry to Lal Bag. After the tea was over 
her hostess asked Miss Das for a lift to the Cuttack Club. 
Miss Das told her that she did not bring her Landeau and 
her pair, but came in a wretched ticca, The Commi- 
ssioner’s wife said, “If you could use a ticca garry, certainly 
I could do also, and I shall be very pleased to go with you 
tothe Club in the fticca garry”. Miss Das came home 
looking cheerful and bright and went to her father's office 
room. He was pleased to find that his lesson to his 
daughter was effective. I do not wish to increase the 
volume of my reminiscences; but one thing more and | 
shall finish. 

I was with Mr. Das at the last hour of his life. I knelt 
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down at his bed and looked at him. He opened his ‘eyes 
and found me in that position, and asked me, “Why are 
you taking so much trouble for me, Chandra” I said, 
“It is not trouble to me ‘Dada’, we are all auxious that you 
should live and we are praying God for it”. Mr. Das 
said, “My life would be of no profit to all’. I said, “if your 
life is not of any worth to us, then to whom it is worth 
anything »” He said, “If I live, my life could only be of a 
little woith for my country, Orissa, and my race and not 
for any individual. Ican never be of any use to any 
individual”. I was surprised that eveu in his death-bed 


he was thinking only of his péople and his country. 


( 31) 

“MY REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE MR. M.S.DAS” 
By Mr. GoraL CHANDRA PRAHARAJ, M.A,, B.L., 
Advocate, Cuttack 

The late Mr. M.S. Das, whoin all Utkal loved to call 
“Grand Old Man”, was in a way my Guru (preceptor in 
public life ) and it is with feelings of deep reverence that 
I sit down to chronicle my reminiscences of him. 

* * * * 

While yet a student of the school and the college I 
knew Mr. M. S. Das as the lawyer of my revered father, 
the late Narasingha Praharaj, but my intimate connection 
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with Mr. Das began after I joined the Cuttack Bar in the 
year 1903, Inthe very earliest days of my practice Mr. 
Das did me the kindness of recommending me to some of 
his clients and this, at that stage of my career, certainly 
meant a good deal for me. 

Orissa of those days was not the Orissa that we find 
to-day. The Lieutenant-Governors, living far away in 
Calcutta, had very queer ideas about the people of Orissa. 
Some of them declared that the Oriyas were not fit for 
Provincial Executive Service, It was only through the 
advocacy of Mr. M.S. Das that the first batch of Oriya 
graduates got into that sacred preserve of their more fortu- 
nate brethren, the Bengalees. Mr. Das went to England 
and there he pleaded for the advantage of Permanent 
Settlement being conferred on Orissa as had been the case 
with Bengal. He met the then Secretary of State for 
¥nGia and some prominent members of Parliament for the 
purpose who were all deeply impressed with his magnetic 
personality. On his return to Orissa he became busy in 
improving the culture of the Orissan arts, e.g. filigree 
work, fine handloom weaving in silk and cotton, etc, 
Every year he was being consulted by the Government of 
Bengal on the matter of the recruitment of the Oriyas into 
the Provincial Executive Service. Aiter we had taken 
our Law Degrees I and the late Abhiram Bhunja, M.A., 
B.L., approached Mr. Das for his recoinmendation to be 


admitted into the Provincial Executive Service. We both 
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were wellknown to him and he strongly dissuaded us from 
being inclined that way. He held that gifted young men 
getting into Government service were lost, for all practical 
purposes, to the best interests of the country, We had to 
bow down to his behest. 

Mr, Das’s towering personality came prominently 
before the eye of the public when his activities for the 
unification of the Oriya-speaking tracts merged in the 
national agitation ror the same. 

It was in the year 1903 that the Utkal Union Confe- 
rence was started by Mr. Das at Cuttack which passed the 
resolution for the unification pf the Oriya-speaking tracts 
from year to year and laid the grievances of the dis- 
membered nation before the Government. No one can 
accurately put down what sacrifice in money and energy 
Mr. Das had made for the Utkal Union Conference, It is 
not for me to say what the Utkal Union Conference has 
achieved for Orissa. How the agitation through it was 
carried on, how the Madras Government tried their best 
to stifle the Oriya aspirations and how after full 30 years’ 
struggle the Oriyas have at last got a separate province 
are now matters of history. 

Mr. Das helped Miss S, B. Das in starting the Reven« 
shaw Hindu Girls’ High School which was then an infant: 
school. For some time I worked under Miss Das as 
Assistant Secretary of the institution and both of us got 
invaluable help and advice from him. 
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So my connection with him in public life, in private 
life and in the profession continued off and on for 10 years 
till 1912 when I got the post of Government Pleader of 
Puri which offer l accepted without consulting him. When, 
however, the news was conveyed to him he came to my 
house and said, “Gopal, you are now dead to Orissa; you 
may become rich and influential, but you will no longer be 


useful to the natiou and to Mother Orissa”. 


Our friendly relations subsisted as before in spite of 
difference of opinion. Inthe year 1916 I gave up the 
Government Pleadership of Puri and came back to 
Cuttack not to resume my, practice so much as to busy 
myself in the compilation of the Quadrilingual Lexicon 
for which I had practically to retire from my former public 
activities. Mr. Das lad given up Ministership. His 
tannery was tottering. He was going through a most 
critical time of his life. Yet I continued to receive his help 
and wise counsel whenever I needed these, But being 
much too engrossed in my work to attend on him cons- 
tantly as of old, I lost touch with him and was thus denied 
the opportunity of being at his side in his closing days. . 

Mr. Das had a wonderfully sharp memory the like of 
which I have seep in no one else. He would not only 
quote the volume and the page of the Law Report or other 
standard works of reference touching a point at issue but 
would from his office room direct the shelf or almirah and 
the position of the required reference book in the almirah 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY-EYES $3 


ia his library room where the book would be found. ,One 
day when I was sitting with him clouds were rising and a 
string of egrets were seen flying. I pointed this to him 
in rapture upon which he recited the whole chhanda from 
Upendra Bhunja. I was simply lost in astonishment. Mr. 
Idas told me that he had learnt the chhanda in the village 
pathsala when he was a boy. 

Mr. Das had the liberality, magnanimity and genero- 
sity of a prince. Whenever he would find me morose he 
would bring out ome or more currency notes from 
hisiron safe and hand it overto me saying, “You need 
not remonstrate. »You are in want. I can read this from 
your face.” 

I had occasions to. go out to niofussil Courts with him 
as a junior on professional engagement. We would lodge 
in the same bungalow, He would not take his meal before 
I took mine and would often look to the minutest details 
of my comfort. 

Before J acted as his junior iy father had borrowed 
some money from him, After I joined the Bar my father 
sent some money (capital and interest) through me, I 
placed the amount before him and asked back the pro- 
note. He wrote out a full satisfaction receipt for the 
amount and stated that the handnote was missing. He 
handed over the receipt to me to be delivered to my father 
and he handed back the whole amount to me saying that 


as a beginner in the profession I must be in need of 
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money. This is one out of thousands of instances of his 
unbounded generosity. Even when he became bankrupt, 
I have never found him stingy or close-fisted. 

* * * * * 

He was a born orator and would carry his audience 
includins the mass with him, I have several times seen 
the whole audience bursting iuto fits of sobbing and tears 
when he would be describing the wretched condition of 
the dismembered Mother_Utkal. 

He introduced the term ‘“‘Utkal” for the whole Oriya- 
speaking area. “Utkaliya” according to him meant the 
permauent residents of the Oriya speaking tracts including 
Bengali, l'elegus and Maharattas who had long been domi- 
ciled in Orissa. It was he who introduced the rose- 
coloured natioual turban for the Utkaliyas and in his days 
the Conference pandal was full of thousands of such tur- 
banned people. He opened an industrial, agricultural, 
art aud weaving exhibition along with the Conference and 
it was he who had encouraged and practised Swadeshi, 
hand-spinning and hand-weaving long before these move- 
ments had been taken up iu other parts of India. ‘ 

No one else in Orissa had such an influence over the 
Rajas and Maharajas of Orissa as Mr. Das. No other name 
was more honoured among the classes and masses of Orissa 
as that of Mr. Das. It was a name to conjure with. 

He was a life-long victim to abdominal ulcer. He used 


always to carry a big hot-water bottle inside his coat by 
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means whereof he allayed his internal pains. He wag very 
sparing in his meal and we wondered how he could subsist 
on one spoonful of rice aud one strip of boiled brinjal and 
half a cup of milk diluted with water for the whole day. 
He had a very weak constitution and was only a collection 
of bones covered witha layer of skin. The irritability of 
his temper was due to his constant bodily suffering. He 
was conscious of it himself and frankly apologized to those 
whom occasionally he offended by losing his temper. 

He was full of wit and humour and in the Bar library 
he often descended from his heights and regaled every one 
with his hilarious wit. 

He was a giant among pigmies and it isto him that 
we owe the creation of the separate Orissa province. He 
lived to see the fruition of his cherished desire to see 
‘Orissa separate and on the day the announcement of the 
creation of the Orissa province was made he called at my 
house and said, “Gopal, you are ore of the few who have 
survived to see the fruition of our labours begun thirty 
years back. Iam happy to think that the British Govern- 
thent have at last admitted the claim of the Oriyas to be 
counted as a distinct unitin the Indian administration 
and to havea distinct tradition, civilization, history and 
culture of their own. I do not mind the exclusion of some 
cof the Oriya-speaking tracts. Once the principal is admi- 
tted we shall be united under one administration sooner 


.or later”’, 
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He did his last duty to Orissa asa member of the 
Administrative Committee presided over by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Hubback. It was in the fitness of things that he was 
there to fix down the details of administration of a pro 
vince which he has shed his life-blood for thirty long years 
to creat. To Orissa he was what Mazzini was to Italy. 

It would take a volume to record all the reminisceuces 
Ihave of him, but the scope of the present work will not 
permit me more space to treat his life from different angles. 

May he shower down from above his blessiug on the 


new Orissa. 


(32) 
“MADHUSUDAN DAS” 


By PARESWAR MOHANTY, B.L., Advocate, Cuttack 

Madhusudan was born inthe darkest days of Orissa. 
The disintegration of the Oriya nation had begun with 
the fall of Orissa kings and successive misrules that follo- 
wed, accelerated their nioral and material degeneration, 
But in spite of all this the Oriyas continued to be oue nation. 
It is only after the British conquest that the very existence 
ofthe Oriya nation was threatened. The Oriya-speaking 
tract, that is, the natural Orissa, was cut into slices and 
mixed up with provinces where on account of numerical 
minority the iuterest of Oriyas was almost ignored. In 
Orissa proper which remained after such dismemberment 
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the Oriyas were not in a better position. The earlier 
conta¢t with the British nation followed by western educa- 
tion had made the sister provinces more advanced in 
education and in the art of administration. So when 
Orissa came under the British sway lots of outsiders were 
brought into administer the newly acquired province and 
the result was the creation of an intermediary ruling class 
with allthe evils that follow in its train. Soit took a 
very long time before the Oriyas could raise their head. 
During the greater part of the last century systematic 
attenipts were made to banish the Oriya language from 
Courts and this is sufficient to give indication how the 
welfare of Oriyas was cherished by people who wielded 
influence over their destinies. 

After completing his school education at Cuttack 
Madhusudan had to goto Calcutta to pursue higher stu- 
dies. But whether at school or at college he fully realised 
the position of his people amongst those of other provin- 
ces. The utter disregard with Oriyas were often treated 
outside the province instead of damping his spirit kindled 
in him the fire of patriotism and after completing his 
education in Calcutta and getting a good practice at the 
Bar, he thought of his fallen mother couutry aud returned 
to Orissa to work for her salvation. 

In Orissa he soon established his reputation as a pro- 
minent lawyer and the money he earned by thousands was 


spent by him ungrudgingly for the good of Orissa. 
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The main object of Madhusudan was to get the Oriya 
—speaking tracts united into one province under q sepa- 
rate administration, or in the alternative, under the same 
provincial Government. He considered nunerical strength 
and economic advancement as essential for building up 
his nation. ‘A starving and dismembered people can have 
no politics,” he often used to say. He found Oriyas 
flagging inspirit and entirely oblivious of their glorious 
past. 

He strove by every means possible to infuse national 
spirit into them and succeeded in awakening a national 
consciousness, In 1903 he was the organtsor and convenor 
of the great national gathering, the First Utkal Union 
Conference. He bore the entire cost which amounted to 
several thousands. The feeling which was just kept 
smouldering in the heart of the mation for years past 
through the efforts of several patriotic sons of Orissa, found 
full expression inthbat great national gathering. In that 
historic gathering the nation spoke and from that time 
ouward the movement assumed a form which attracted 
the notice of the British nation, They becaine conscious 
of the wrong that has been done to an ancient people and 
moved themselve to remedy it. After years of agitation 
headed by Madhusudan Das the British Government reco- 
gnised the justice of their claim and they at last created 
a separate province by amalgamating a major portion of 


Oriya-speaking tracts. Madhusudan lived to see the 
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success of his lifelong struggle although he was snatched 
away by death before the province was actually formed. 
Madhusudan while striving forthe amalgamation of 
all Oriya-speaking tracts also directed his energies towards 
the improvement of the material condition of his people. 
Single-handed and long before the Swadeshi Movement 
in Bengal, he tried to improve agriculture by his own 
experimental farm. He tried various crops, but in view of 
the uncertain climatic conditions of Orissa he gave up his 
attempts in this direction and took to various kinds of ma- 
nufacture. His theory was that unless a portion of agri- 
cultural populaticn be draughted into other industries it 
was not possible to avoid famines and scarcities which in- 
variably follow floods and draughts almost every fifth year. 
With this object in view he revived spinning and hand- 
loom industry in Orissa. Though his attempt did not 
meet with great success, yet it created a taste for country- 
made cotton goods and prepared the ground for workers 


who came latter on. 


Besides this he revived the dying industry in gold and 
slver. The filigree works of Cuttack were by his efforts 
revived and introduced into foreign countries. The “Orissa 
Art Wares” was started and maintained by Madhusudan 
with is own money and he spent a lot in training the 
workmen, who are now earning decent wages by following 
their hereditary occupations. But Madhusudan had to 
suffer a loss of thousands of rupees. 
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Mi&dhusudan found that rice worth about 75 lacs of 
rupees is exported every year from Orissa ; but as people 
did not know how to prepare good rice they got about 20% 
less. In order to teach them the process of preparing 
good rice he himself made experiments and taught some 
people and sent them out for propaganda work. 

After trying his hand at many other minor industries 
he at last staked his all on leather industry. By his unai- 
ded efforts and with his own money he established the 
Utkal Tannery. The following extracts from the Report 
of Mr, B, M. Das (Governrent Expert) on Utkal Tannery 
made at the request of the Government of Biliar & Orissa 
in December, 1921, may be read with interest. 

“Mr. M.S. Das of Cuttack, now Hon’ble Mr. M.S. 
Das, C.I.E., Minister of Local-Self-Government, Bihar & 
Orissa, was the first man in the then combined Province 
of Bengal, Bihar & Orissa, to conceive the idea of exploi- 
ting the rich resources of hide, skins and tanstuffs of the 
country, by starting leather manufacture in the land on 
modern lines. It is remarkable that long before the 
present wave of Swadeshi industrialism and even before 
the Swadeshi movement of Bengal in 1905, this idea of 
pioneering a new industry was conceived by a man 
belonging to a province which was considered to be the 
most backward of the three sister provinces. All the more 
wonder is that Mr. Das,a highly educated man, a busy 


lawyer at the head of local Bar, should have been attracted 
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to this starving trade which from time immemorial belongs 
to the depressed classes (the chamars) in India.” 

But in attempting in various directions to improve the 
economic condition of the people of Orissa, Mr, Madhu- 

‘sudan Das ruined himself financially, He of course till 
the last moment of his life had not to depend upon any- 
body for his daily wants, but he had to go tothe Insol- 
vency Court when with growing years he found that it 
was not possible for him to pay up with own earning, the 
debts incurred by him for purposes of the Utkal Tannery 
after having exhausted his own resources. 

However intensely a man may fell for his country it is 
not possible for anybody to change the economic condition 
ofa nation with his individual resources. Mr. Madhu 
Sudan Das attempted it and though he inspired a new 
spirit in various Local industries it caused his ruin without 
any appreciable change in the condition of his country- 
men. But the money he spent in creating a national spirit 
produced the desired result and Mr. Das lived to see it. 
Money was of no consideration to him when it was required 
foo a national cause. About the year 1905 when it 
was proposed by Government, to adopt Hindi as court 
language of Sambalpur, they sought the opinion of Mr. Das 
on the question, fixing-a date by which his opinion should 
reach the Government. But it so happened that the letter 
addressed to Mr, Das was misdelivered at the office of Rai 
Bahadur Madhusudan Rao, who was then the Inspector 
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of Schools, Orissa Division, and was away from head 
quarters on tour. When on his return he sent the letter 
to Mr. Das there was only one day left for the reply of 
Mr. Das toreach the Government. As it was impossible 
to send the reply by ordinary post he had to spend nearly 
Rs. 700-in sending his opinion in extenso by wire. 

In his political career Mr. Das never allowed himself to 
be carried away byothers opinions. Though second to 
none in his devotion to his country he always kept in 
view the adverse circumstances that surrounded him 
and moulded his line of action acordingly. He was a 
staunch loyalist but at the sametime‘a fearless critic of 
Government. Through-out his public activities he 
never for a moment sacrificed his principles for any 
temporal advantage. He did not for a second hesitate to 
resign his Ministership in the Government of Bihar 
& Orissa, when he found it difficult to discharge the 
duties of that high position consistently with his own 
principles. 

Though Oriya by birth Mr. Das had very little oppor- 
tunity to study Oriya literature. All that he learnt of the 
language was in his village school when he was a little boy. 
But his patriotic feelings found expression in verses in his 
mother tongue which will remain for ever in Oriya 
literature as unique pieces both in thought and language. 
I give below au English rendering of some of his verses 


written at different times but I must admit that the sen- 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 103 


timents contained in the vernacular have been very 
inadequately expressed in the translation. 

“In my life I hoped to behold, 

The happy smile of my mother. 

But sense of duty that Oriyas lacked, 

That hope alas! did smother.” 

* * * ” 
“Awake! arise | Ye sons of Utkal, 
How long will Ye slumber ? 

The valour and glory of your Sires, 
Say, will Ye not remember,” 
* . * +. * 
“If you give your life to nation, 
Nation’s life is yours. 
It’s never got by aimless search, 
Carried on for years.” 

* * * * 

“A suttee to meet her parted lord, 
Ascends the funeral pyre. 

To merge in nation why both then, 
Cause you death to fear.” ; 

* * * * 

“Nation’s history is a perenial stream, 
Which nation’s life sustains, 

Whose waters druuk becomes the blood, 
That runs in nation’s heroes’ veins.” 


* * * * 
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The life of Madhusudan reminds me of the words ofa 
great biographer who said ‘Lives of greatmer are like 
torches—light to others, but waste and destruction to 


themselves.’ 


( 33 ) 
‘A CURE FOR ALL ILLS IN ORISSA” 
By Rar SAHI£ BHIKARI CHARAN PATNAIK, B.L., Cuttack. 


The late Mr. M. S. Das, C.I.E., was better known by 
the name ‘Madhu Babw’ i'n every household of the Oriya- 
speaking tracts of our country. I first heard his name and 
of hisfame in my village home, far away from the town, 
when I was only 6or7 years old. from a sister of mine 
only 3 or 4 years older than myself, Madhu Babn’s name 
was aword for my sister to conjure with and to divert me 
from my childish pranks and obstinacies. I listened to 
the talk and imagined to myself so many things about the 
great man. 

After Icame to Cuttack and joined the College, F felt 
curious to see Madhu Madhu Babu and hear his speechees| 
whenever I could avail inyself of the opportunity, 

After I joined the Bar, we had occasions to work toge- 
ther both in public functions and occasionally, professiona. 
lly. Madhu Babu was sometimes accused of being in the 


habit of abusing many of his junior assistants who worked, 
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with him, To some extent it was true, but his abuses were 
not vituperation they were meant for the good of the 
abused directly and for the welfare of the country, remo- 
tely. He used to abuse mostly such persons from whom 
he expected something for the cause of the country. How 
keenly we now feel the absence of such abuses. Madhu 
Babu and I had differences on several occasions, but I 
had always regard for him and I was one of his admirers. 
He used to like me and iny humble work so much so that 
when he heard during his last illness that I had gone to 
Mayurbhanj and taken charge of the office of Director 
of Primary Education and Cottage—Industries, he felt 
astouished and came hot haste to my humble cottage and 
enquired about mein these terms, “Has Bhikhary left alt 
his pursuits and taken up service?” He felt consoled 
when he was told that I had not accepted service in Mayur 
bhanj but lad gone there for two years only with liberty 
to come to Cuttack as tinany times as required and that 
my work in the State was to organise Cottage Industries, 
Primary Education, Agriculture and Co-operative 
activities. 

He was the real inaker of Orissa and originator of a 
national feeling among the Oriyas, What institution is 
there in Orissa, which does not owe to him something or 
other, for its origin existence or developement? The 
condition of the temple of Lord Jagannath, the pride of 


Orissa, would not have been whatitis now, if Mr. Das 
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had not put his hands to it during the early part of his 
career. 

Orissa and the Oriya nation was his religion. His 
‘devotion to the cause of Orissa was really wonderful. 
Amelioration of the condition of the proverty strieken 
people of Orissa was the uppermost feeling in his heart 
all along his life. With that object he took tothe revival 
and ... resuscitation of the .dying industries of Orissa. He 
devoted his mind, money and time to industry. It was he 
who saved, improved and developed the horn and filigree 
industries of Orissa, which now bid fareto make immense 
progress and bring money to the workers. Lastly he tried 
his hand at leather. He created an innovation in leather 
industry and attracted the notice of the farthest countries 
of the world within a short period. It is to the utter 
misfortune of Orissa that the industry could not stand 
long for want of finance. His earnings were in terms of 
princely fortunes but he died a pauper after sacrificing all 
that he had on the altar of Mother Orissa and for the 


welfare of the Oriya nation. 
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( 34) 

MR. M.S. DAS, THE STIMULATOR OF THE 
NATIONAL AND POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS 
OF THE ORIYAS 
By Basu GAGENDRA ProsaD Das, M.A., B.L., 
Advocate, Patna 

I heard of Mr. M. S. Das when I was a student readiag 
in a village school in a remote corner of the Balasore 
district. My villagers kuew of no other great menof the 
time. At that time in or about 1900 there was a struggle 
for revival of the Indian industries. The Punga salt and 
the rough mill cJoth which were being advertised in 
villages were all associated with the name of Mr. Madhu- 
sudan Das and it was the common belief that the salt, the 
cloth and other Swadeshi goods were all manufactured 
in the workshop or in the factory of Mr. Madhusudan 
Das. Asa lawyer his name was known to every cowherd, 
not to speak of the illiterate and rustic landholders. It is 
quite natural for me tocherish a desire to have a more 
intimate knowledge of the man who was held in such a 
high esteem by my co-villagers and neighbours, After 
finishing my education in the village school when I came 
to town for prosecuting higher studies I got opportunity 
to know more and more of the man. I had the good 
fortune of knowing him personally and intimately for the 
last 25 years of his life. I had the singularly good fortune 
of working as his junior in several cases. 
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As a lawyer he was industrious, intelligent, well-in- 
formed in law and scrupulously honest in his dealings 
with his clients, In spite of his constant ill-health he 
studied his brief with the greatest devotion. He would 
not find peace until and unless he mastered the minutest 
details of the facts involved in a case and all questions of 
law which arose init. He was so much absorbed when 
working ofa case that he completely forgot the outside 
world, Work was worshiptohim. One anecdote which 
I heard from his own lips will illustrate my point. Once 
he was very much troubled over a question of limitation, 
He was appearing for a plaintiff wko had an excellent 
case on merits but the bar of limitation raised by the 
defendant seemed to be insurmountable. All the expe- 
rience, erudition andthe intensive knowledge of the case 
law which Mr. Das possessed seemed to defy solution. 
He carried his research in his library till r o’clock in the 
morning when he felt the necessity of retiring to his bed. 
In great despair he prayed to God on his knees to give 
him light. He retired to his bed, fall asleep, but towards 
the early hour of the morning he dreamt a dream that 
he would find the solution noted in his brief, He got up, 
went straight to his library, opened his note-book 
and found a note giving reference to a reported case 
with the volume and page of the report. He at once 
took out the volume ofthe law report, opened the page 


and found a decision which was a complete answer to 
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the bar of limitation raised by his opponent. He believed 
that this was an act of the unseen hand of God.” We 
may not share in his faith but this clearly demonstrates 
his deep and religious devotion to his work. He made 
no distinction between a fatly paid brief and a gratis 
work, He paid equal attention to both classes of work 
and I know of many instances when he refused very 
handsome fees in preference to a case where he was 
working gratis. He was scrupulously honest to his 
clients. The preparation of a case might have cost 
him hundreds of his precious hours, but if on account of 
unavoidable circymstances he could not appear in the 
case, he would return the entire fees paid to him in 
advance, This is a virtue which is rarely practised by the 
leaders of the Har. As a draftsman he was unrivalled. 
Ihave had the good luck of working with many of the 
leaders of the Calcutta aud Patna Bars, I have seen 
plaints, written statements and memorials drawn up by 
members of the profession who occupied the highest 
‘places. I can say without any fear of contradiction that 
jn the matter of draftsmanship he was unrivalled when 
‘compared with the brilliant lawyers of his time, though 
Iknow comparison is always ‘odious. His manner of 
presenting acase was inimitable and unique. He could 
put life and blood into dry facts. He was a fearless 
advocate. His sence of duty towards his client was 
wonderful. I have seen him arguing cases on several 
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occasions even when he was running a temperature of 
103°. He practised the teaching of Christ and demonstra- 
ted the subordination of the physical element in man to 
his spiritual nature. He zealously guarded the indepen- 
dence, dignity and moral tone of the noble and honourable 
profession to which he belonged. 

Isaw Mr. Dasasa politician. He represented Orissa 
in provincial Councils and in the Central Legislature, 
From his early age he conceived the notion of having a 
separate administrative unit for Orissa. He realised that 
the political dismemberment of Orissa and the placing of 
the Oriya-speakiug tracts under 3 or 4 provincial Govern- 
ments was an impediment on the way of the meterial and 
moral progress of the Oriya nation. Orissa hada glorious 
past and it achieved a great eminence in art, architecture, 
industry and literature and that it maintained and elevated 
the cultural life of the Aryans. He believed that the res- 
toration of the ancient glories was not possible without the 
formation of a separate province and acomplete unit for 
the Oriya-speaking people. In his opinion the political 
liberation and the independence of the Indians asa whole 
had no meaning for the Oriyas without the amalgamation 
of the Oriya-speaking tracts under one administrative 
head. He had joined the Indian National Congress. His 
talents and wonderful power of debate raised him toa 
place of eminence in no time inthe Congress. But he 


realised the stupendous nature of his work to place Orissa 
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asa single unit. He left the Indian national Congress and 
founded a separate organisatjon for the Oriyas known as 
the Utkal Union Conference for the realisation of their 
ambitions and for the solution of their peculiar problems, 
He fought single-handed for 50 years to stimulate the na- 
tional and political consciousness of the Oriyas and to secu- 
rea recognition oftheir political rights and privileges. 
In his struggle to gain his objective he sacrificed his prin- 
cely income as a lawyer, his health and time. He could 
turn to no Oriya of his time for help and advice in his 
hours of failure and disappointment but his mind and the 
undoubted spirit of a hero and a patriot animated him and 
enabled him to keep up the struggle. Inthe closing years 
of his life he realised to some extent his dream of a separate 
pyovince for Orissa. Before the working of the reforms 
the Oriyas have been overtaken by a question which threa- 
tens their culture and civilisation, It is the question of 
the location of the capital of the new Orissa province. 
Some interested persons have formented an agitation that 
‘Cuttack is not a suitable place to be the capital of Orissa. 
This question was raised ata time when it seemed that 
the location of the capital at Cuttack was an accomplished 
fact and beyond all disputes and above all discussions. 
Cuttack has been the capital of Orissa from the Pouranik 
and the prehistorical time. During the British rule Cuttack 
has served as the capital town of the Orissa Division, 


Some people say that only sentiment is in favour of Cuttack, 
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but sentiment and history play a great role in human affairs. 
It was sentiment and history that weighed within the 
Government in selecting Patna, the old Pataliputra as the 
capital of Bihar and Orissa in preference to Ranchi which 
is undoubtedly a much better place from sanitary and other 
points of view. It was the historical considerations which 
moved the British Government to sanction the transfer 
of the seat of the Central Government in India from Cal- 
cutta to Delhi. Cuttack is associated with the hallowed 
memory of Mr. M.S. Das. I hope his spirit will urge the 
Oriyas to sink their differences and fight out the cause of 
Cuttack to its finish. 

Mr. Madhusudan Das asa practical politician realised. 
that without material prosperity politics had no significance, 
History told him that Oriyas built the great temples at 
Konarak, Bhubaneshwar and Puri at an incalculable cost 
with wealth brought froin outside by the development of 
their industrial resources. The coastal districts af Orissa, 
on account of their geographical situations, must be sub- 
ject to flood, inundation and draught which invariabky 
bring famine in their company. The inland province of 
Orissa is hilly and mountainous. Therefore agriculture 
cannot and could uot feed the millions of Oriya mouths. 
Industry and specially the cottage industry had to be re- 
vived. Mr. M. S. Das spent his fortune to revive and 
develop the Orissan art and industry. He founded the 
Utkal Tannery and the Orissa Art Wares. He succeeded 
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in building reputation and created a market forthe Utkal 
Tannesy and this put him toa cost which was too heavy 
for him. It was too heavy for any single individual, It 
isa great pity that his countrymen did not come to his 
help and did not prevent a great catastrophe which befell 
the industrial revival in Orissa. 

Mr. Das as a man was greater than Mr. Das asa great 
lawyer and eminent politician, The cause of the poor and 
the oppressed was dear to his heart. The cause of the 
poor peasantry in Orissa received his full attention and he 
secured many ofthe rights for the tenants in the passing 
of the Orissa Tendncy Act. He was faithful, true and kind 
to his friends. He had a burning and a living faith in God. 
His charity knew no bounds. Gold and position in socie- 
ty had no charm for him. He treated a handful of gold 
as a handful of dust. Before his principle no sacrifice was 
too great. He resigned the ministership of the Biliar and 
Orissa Government for the sake of a principle at a time 
when his financial strain on account of the Utkal Tannery 
was at its height. He threw away a minister’s post carry- 
ittg a salary of Rs. 4,000 a month and all the honour and 
position attached to it in a moment. His character and his 
ability inspired awe and respect in the minds of the people 
who belonged to the heaven-born service known as the 
I.C.S, the members of which considered themselves to be 
“Sabjanta” (omniscient), 

Tosum upthe innumerable qualities of the head and 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


114 LIFE OF MADHUSUDAN DAS 


heart of the late Mr. M. S, Das I will quote the observation 
of the late Fakirmohau Senapaty, the well-known national 
poet of Orissa, who was struck with’ wonder and sang as 
to how Mr, M. S. Das who weighed’ 2k paserics could store 
sO many virtues in a tiny and fragile human body. I can- 
not conclude without striking a personal note. I will 
remember for ever the lesson which he gave to me when 
I decided to join the Patna High court Bar. He asked me 
never to beg in the name of my nation, because a beggar 
either gets a pice ora kick, and no nation or individual 
has ever become great by begging, 1 have followed his 
lesson all these years and I ptay to God to give me strength 
aud courage to be able to follow it till the last day of my 


lite. 


( 35 ) 
“MR. M.S. DAS AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ALL-INDIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE” 


By Mr. S.C, Muxugryjge, M.A., B.L, Calcutta 


My recollection of the late Mr. M..S. Das goes as far 
back as 1880. I was-the only 8 years old. I looked at him 
from a distance. He was a tall and thin man and had 
marked features indicative of firmness and determination. 


I had not the courage to go near him. My curiosity was 
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roused by a big mongoose which he kept in a large cage, 
aud he had also a big dog and he fed him with the 
choicest meat. 

I had seen him several times whenever he came to 
Calcutta, but I never had and an opportunity to know him 
well until I met him at All-India Christian Conference. 
Here I came to know the man. He wasa brilliant talker 
and a fluent speaker. He was well informed and could 
talk on varied subjects. He was possessed of a wealth 
of humour of a refined character and his sentiments were 


very high. 


I saw him at “Allahabad in 1915, when he presided 
over the Second Session of the All-India Christian Con- 
ference. When owing to some pressing engagement at 
Lahore Raja Sir Harnam Singh had to leave the Con- 
ference after delivering his presidential speech, Mr. Das 
was appointed President in his place, and presided over 
the deliberations of the Conference with great ability 
At the end he delivered a striking extempore speech 
That speech gives a photograph of the man. I give here 
otily an extract :— 

“Christian ! the word denotes one who Afnds his ideal 
of life in Christ, I am talking purely like a layinan which 
Iam. What is the most prominent fact in Christ’s life ? 
The thing that impressed me most forcibly when I wasa 
Hindu and induced me to embrace Christianity was the 


prayer, ‘Father forgive them, for they kuow not what 
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they do.’ It struck me that human nature could not rise 
higher than that. I could not havea better ideal . 
. - weall know when these words were uttered. What 
do these words mean ? These words are to me (as they 
ought to be to everybody else who tried to understand 
them ) the trumpet proclaiming to the world the complete 
subordination of the physical element in man to his spiri- 
tual nature, if 1 may use such an expression.” 

He concluded that speech by saying, ‘When I had 
life breathed into me, I had no connection with the exter- 
nal world and when death comes, and I close my eyes, 
I shall be living but without having any* connection with 
the external world. . When ny relation with 
the world ceases I shall commune with my conscience and 
with my God ; and if at that time, God says ‘Thou hast 
done thy duty,’ I do not care what the world thinks 
of me.” 

His speech produced a great impression and he was 
elected the President at the All-India Christian Con- 
ference in Madras in 1916. 


The presidential speech he delivered gave an indéx 
to this man’s heart. A few lines quoted from this speech 
may not be out of place. “Weare Indians, Indian blood 
runs in our veins; Indian history, Indian traditions, ate 
the springs from which we draw our inspirations; our 
hopes for the future greatness of India are built on the 


glorious achievements of ancient India. Ostracism is 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 117 


only a form of national emasculation. We shall continue 
to work as we have done in the past, we shall grow in 
pumerical strength by admitting the depressed classes, 
and thus form a body-politic national in its character. We 
shall do our best to give the fair sex her exalted position 
as the mother of the nation. . Thus the Indian 
Christian commuuity, which at present counts among its 
members 4 millions, will prove the nucleus around which 
will gather one-fifth of the world’s population and form 
one natiou,—a nation which had a glorious past and is 
destined to have a glorious future. 

Let me assure cur non-Christian brethren, our humble 
services will always be at their command in any movement 
which seeks the political progress of India within the 
British Empire. The guiding principle of our communal 
life has hitherto been and will always be ‘peace on earth 
and goodwill towards mankind’.” 

He made such a profound impression on the country- 
men that he was again appointed President of the Con- 
ference for the third time in 1917. The Conference was 
held in Nagpur. He delivered again a most striking 
‘speech as it will be seen from the following lines :— 

“Kvery man bas more than one lifein him. He has 
the individual life aud he has another life—call it commu- 
nal or national, Man was created to live for 
others and not to lead a selfish life. It isimpossible for 
aman to lead a sterile selfish life. The miser’s life is 
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really one of self-denial, though it is interpreted as selAsh, 
The miser deprives himself of the comforts of his life. 
In doing so, he is practising self-denial, so that the savings 
of his life may go to another, be it the wife, the son or the 
daughter. Human life owes its origin to sacrifice. My 
mother's self-denial, my mother’s sacrifice is the origin 
of my life. When I was in the dark chambers of my 
mother’s womb—that mysterious divine laboratory, I 
drank and drew my mother’s blood. This body of mine 
is a free-will gift of my mother, originally it was a part 
of her body. When she ushered me into the world, she 
impressed on my nature the importance of self-denial. A 
mother’s sacrifice brought me into this world, and whem 
Iam called away from this world, my Saviour’s sacrifice 
will carry me to heaven. Self-denial and self-sacrifice are 
the normal conditions of human life.” 

That Mr. Das was a living embodiment of what he 
said in these words was evident when I visited Cuttack, 
to attend the Sixth All-India Christian Conference in 
1918, All the the members, who attended the Conference 
that year, visited his great Utkal Tannery to which le 
invested his life’s earning. He did not lay by a single 
pice for himself. He gave his all and that for his country- 
mien. It was not a single man’s job, It needed practical 
help and co-operation of others. He persisted and strug- 
gled on single-handed with magnificent determination,. 


but he could not save it alone. It collapsed. It was a 
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great blow, but le took it with Christian resignation. 
He lost his all, but he never lost his faith in God. Any 
other man might have prostrated under the blow, but 
he was a man of strong backbone. As long as strength 
permitted he practised at the Bar, even when he was 
ueaily 84 years old. His strength gradually failed, To 
the very last moment he had undying faith in his Saviour, 
aud when the end came he gave up his spirit. It was 
acalm, peaceful end. In his case it may be truly said: 


“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 


( 36 ) 
“MR. MADHUSUDAN DAS—AS | SAW HIM” 
By PANDIT NILKANTHA DAS, Cuttack 


It is very difficult to say when I first knew of Mr. 
Madhusudan Das, When I was a child his name had 
already been a household word. Mr. M.S. Das had suc- 
ceastully captured the imagination of our people as the 
only mau whom people could look up toin time of neces- 
sity and difficulty. That is exactly how persons, destined 
to be men of the people, begin the career of their great- 
ness. 

I remember to have first seen him in probably 1901, 


when on hearing that “Madbu Babu” had come, I with 
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some other school friends came running to have a glimpse 
of him. 

The famous Utkal Union Conference of 1903, of which 
he was the father and author, was held in Cuttack. Mr. 
Surendranath Banerji wanted to have the Bengal Provin- 
cial Conference in Cuttack and asked Mr. Das to get it up, 
yet he would not accept a resolution for the amalgamation 
of Oriya-speaking tracts. As aresult of that difference 
the same year the first session of the Utkal Union Confer- 
ence was held in Cuttack instead of the Bengal Provincial 
Conference. Just after the Conference in Cuttack in Crist- 
mas, 1903, Mr. M. S. Das engaged Some preachers and 
with them he toured the Oriya lands to inake the idea as 
well as the demand popular. I imet him early in 1904 ina 
huge meetirg in Jagannath Bullabh (Puri). Here for the 
first time I had occasion to hear him at close quarters and 
his appeal touched my soul. Mr. M.S. Das appealed for 
the use of Swadeshi and he wanted us to take a vow say- 
ing, “The hide and skin, the real wealth of Orissa, is being 
carried by foreigners abroad, made into shoes and slippers 
there, and is sent back to fall on our gentlemanly backs 
again not to give us comfort, but to take our money, the 
money which should have otherwise gone to our poor shoe- 
makers and other workmen.” It was more. than a year 
before the Swadeshi- movement came as a protest against 
the Partition of Bengal. 


* * * e e 
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In 1911 after my M.A. Degree when I started the Sutya- 
badi School, Mr. M.S. Das wrote a personal letter of 
appreciation to me. He expressed not only admiration but 
wonder. He encouraged and inspired me with his own 
noble example of self-sacrifice. 

That was the man, always vigilant of the growing ten- 
dencies of his people and ready to encourage and foster 
them for the good of the people. Fostering of this evolu- 
tion of human tendencies is the wisdom of the great who 
are destined to guide peoples and nations. 

* * * * * 

The next event worth méntioning is when he wanted 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das, whom he had made fora time 
his junior in the profession at Cuttack, to enter the old 
Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council. Of course it wasa 
small and rather insignificant event in the highly eventful 
life of Mr. M.S. Das. But it is more in small and unguar- 
ded details that the real man is known. He paid no heed 
to the many sinister attempts to put Pandit Gopabandhu 
out of the way. A custodian of the nation’s best interests 
as he felt himself to be, he called many such attempts 
mean and such motives unworthy. This demonstrated 
how he could feel and work for a cause he took up in the 
belief that he did it for the well-being of the race. This 
also shows what an expert he was in selecting people for 
work, Iu this connection it is interesting that Gopabandhu 


practically began his public life in 1904 by opposiug Mr. 
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M. 3S. Das on the issue as to whether Orissa with Sambal- 
pur and other Oriya tracts should remain in Bengal or go 
to forma part of the- Central Provinces, It was during 
the second session of the Utkal Union Conference at Cut- 
tack, late in December 1904, that the movement was at 
its height, and I well remember how the painphlet, Prart- 
hana, which Gopabandhu wrote, was distributed broad- 
cast in the delegate camps and read and appreciated 
enthusiastically, Mr. M.S. Das did not of course like all 
these activities of Gopabaudhu for he was not a man to 
brook opposition in ideals and even in methods of work. 
But he was not selfish and he saw originality and germs 
of greatness in Gopabandhu even then. This appreciation 
of Gopabandhu grew and later on the budding patriot 
found a definite place in his heart. 

In 1912 Mr. Das was working forthe Orissa Tenancy 
Act. It was then a Billin the Bihar and Orissa Council. 
Mr. Das wanted to secure the rights for the tenants of 
Orissa which-they had gradually lost under Bengal. His 
memorable memorandum on the subject is still a monu- 
mental record of the tenant’s case, and has since remained 
unsurpassed in the line of its investigation, the character 
of its conclusions, and its patriotic outlook. It established 
an almost irresistible claim for the peasant proprietorship 
in Orissa, based not on any ideal of Government, but on 
historical and traditional circumstances which served well 


inthe past and were mainly responsible for the better 
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care of the land and its better yield. How much of «his 
claim was later on incorporated in the Act, and in what 
manner, is a different story. For our vested interests 
backed by Government are out to frustrate all popular 
attempts for natural adjustments and reasonable distri- 
bution of property and possession, and want to impose 
on us a new order of society based on theories propounded 
in lands and among peoples who have little in common 
with us in history and institution. In order to make the 
peasants’ claim all the more forceful Mr. M.S. Das there- 
fore organised a Praja Pratinidhi Sabha ( Representative 
Tenants’ Associatién ) of which he himself was the Presi- 
Qent and chose Gopabandhu and myself as Secretaries, 
Istill remember the great enthusiasm with which thou- 
sands of tenants from the districts of Puri, Cuttack-and 
Balasore responded toa simple invitation of their ‘Madhu 
Babu.” They did not know for, what they were coming 
and what the huge conference was for, but they belived 
that ‘Madhu Babu” was doing something good for the 
tenants, All resolutions were put and passed unanimously 
when Mr. M.S. Das stood up and explained them. . That 
was the unique hold he had on his people whose interests 
he was destined to guard and guide for over a generation. 

He spent a fabulous fortune which he had made during 
his own lifetime and spent it mainly on activities he 
considered national. Industry of the nation, and for the 


nation, was his hobby. By his singlehanded endeavour 
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he made Orissa world-famous for the filigree work as 
well as for leather and leather goods. The industries failed 
as co-operative organisations, as they were bound to do in 
Orissa, for which place such adventures were perhaps far 
too advanced. But the goldsmith as well as the shoe-maker 
of Cuttack, and of Orissa for that matter, still bear testi- 
mony to the skill and prosperity secured to them by the 
single-handed endeavours of Mr. M. S. Das, who achieved 
what he did at a cost which resulted in his ultimate 
insolvency. 
* x. * * 

The man that he was all his life stilleanimated him at 
83, though it may be in flickers and it was ablaze when 
by degrees he was feeling his slow and painful way to that 
eternal region f:om where there is no return. 

At the end of January 1934 I read in the daily press 
of Cuttack that Mr. M. S. Das was dangerously ill. I ran 
to Cuttack at once and went straight to the bedside of 
Mr. M.S. Das. The old man was lying prostrate but 
quite alive to the surroundings though his voice was very 
feeble. I was told he had not eaten anything forthe last 
three days. But as soon as he got news of my arrival he 
wanted me by his bedside. I was surprised to find that 
he was the same old Mr. Das. His eyes beamed with 
lustre and tears suddenly filled them. He began to speak 
with difficulty—“I remember things of long long ago.” 
Thus he began in Oriya and in the course of that day and 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 125 


the next he spoke nothing but his mother-tongue. 

I was touched and naturally the feeling automatically 
evoked in mea response of similar weakness, He then 
gradually spoke better and in more audible tones. He 
grew somewhat enthusiastice over the new province that 
was coming and on my enquiry whether Jeypore was 
coming, said with the inspiring hope of an adventurer, 
“Yes, Nilakantha, it is coming.” He then suddenly lapsed 
into a suggestion of disappointment, saying, “But where 
are men 7” I said, “God will see to it. You have done 
your duty and that is your satisfaction.” He calmly said, 
Yes, that is my satisfaction.” I asked, “Will you give 
{ne a message for the people »” He said, “Tell them to 
clean their inside.” Then after a pause, during which he 
made up for the exhaustion caused by speaking, he said 
appealingly, ‘Will you remember me?” I was touched 
and said, “You have practically made the country what it 
is to-day. The whole country will remember you. But 
why such a thoughty Weall hope you will still live to 
personally guide us for some time more. You are wanted 
still, particularly when we are going to have the province 
for which you have worked all your life’. After a while 
said the old man, “You believe Iam still wanted. Yes, 
I know you believe”. He appeared to say these last words 
in avery thoughtful tone. I could not then divine what 
he meant. In the meantime Miss Das asked me to request 


him to eat something as he had eaten practically nothing 
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for three ‘days. I requested him and at once the old man 
agreed with an unusual amount of eagerness verging on 
enthusiasm. Miss Sailabala Das came with alacrity to feed 
him, plate in hand, With a difficulty he ate about a tola 
of boiled brinjal (as I now remember it) and a few tiny bits 
of toasted loaf, and ‘felfa bit refreshed. Miss Das after- 
wards thanked me for this, for she believed that it was on 
account of my visit that he ate as he did that day. May be, 

On the second day I arrived in Mr. Das’s house after 
1p.M. But as I learnt afterwards he was so eargerly expec- 
ting me that even at 10 a.m. he began to enquire if I had 
come. He repeated his enquiry at infervals till after 12, 
when he became very anxious and seemed rather disappo- 
inted and said, ‘Perhaps I will see him no more’. Babu 
Braja Sundar Das had just then arrived at his bedside. He 
asked, ‘Whom 9” Mr. Das with failing voice was heard 
with difficulty to utter ‘‘Nilakantha”. which word he 
repeated in anxiety. Braja Babu ran in his car to fetch 
me. But before he reached my place I had already started. 
Miss Hazra led me auxiously to his bedside and my pre- 
seuce was annouuced. The old dyiug man did actually 
beam into life and steadily looked at me for some time 
before he mustered strength enough to speak, This time 
Messrs, Chintamani Misra and Naba Kishore Das, two 
young graduates, were there with the expectation of hear- 
ing what the old man would say. Mr. Das was not 


very audible and his voice was not clear. But he was 
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determined to speak, Both the young men, who were ata 
little distance than I was, tried to write out what he said. 
Naba Babu gave portions of it to the press, which publi- 
Shed a version of it the next day. The conversation was 
rather Jong. I give the sense of it with some actual words 
which I recollect. But what I recollect more than any- 
thing else is that his accents were all calculated and con- 
‘clusive. He was sure he was dying, and he had thought 
out an effective plan of work for the future. His thoughts 


were steady and his outlook was clear. He said, ‘You 
told me you believe Iam still wanted”. I said, ‘Yes, 


Orissa has still reed of thee. At this critical juncture we 
hedly want an outstanding and experienced patriot like 
you”, “But you don’t get me. You must think I live in 
you. Then in feeble but measured accents he began 
slowly and dwelt suggestively upon a few salient aspects 
ofthe future of the Jand. The real man was fully out 
in every accent of his. He was thiuking of Orissa and 
Orissa alone which he loved and for which he worked all 
his life. Then returned Braja Sundar Das, and Mr. M.S. 
Tjas in the meantime had sent for Babu Bichitrananda Das 
from Court. He then began talking to Braja Sunder Babu 
and myself telling Braja Babu how he might do well to have 
confidence in me generally in the future work for progress. 
At this stage arrived Babu Bichitrananda Das whom he 
asked the self-same question. “He (ointing to me) says 


you all still want me for guidance. What do you say ?” 
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’Yes, we all want you very badly,” was the reply. “God 
will give you a longer life. You will still live.”  . 

“Yes, I will live in him (Pointing to me). He will be 
what Iwas, You will look upon him as you looked upon 
me. Will you do it ?” 

This he said in slow but very clear and measured ac- 
cents, Bichitrananda Babu looked rather unprepared and 
perplexed and said, “You will live to guide us. We shall 
all follow you. We pray to God for it. So long as you 
are there, what necessity is there to think like this ?” 

Mr. Das suddenly changed colour. In atone of disap 
pointment he again made strenuous attempts to repeat the 
appeal. But I felt very uneasy and intervened, “Well, it 
shall be done as you desire so far it lies in my power to do 
it. Please do not worry at this hour. If you really believe 
Iam worth anything, ¥ will remember it asa blessing from 
you and shall see that harmony is established among the 
progressive national elements of the province.” 

* ¥ * * * 

Mr, Das did not talk to me any more, It seemed he 
could not, and he had nothing more to say. But one thing 
he repeated every now and then during the whole of that 
afternoon. He would say referring to the attendants who 
were always careful to keep his person clean, ‘“They are 
cleaning the outside of my body, but are not cleaning the 
inside’. This he used to utter in a delirious mood and 


tone. I bélieve he was sure he was fast approching his 
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last moment on earth, and he was constantly thinking of 
his soul. The temple of God must be kept clean, that was 
his idea, and he anxiously wauted that it should be so kept 
for God to take possession of it. 

The little incident that followed is significant in this 
connection. For after he fell into silence and a kind of 
expressive absent-mindedness, into which he was often 
found to lapse, I waited for a time and then came out into 
the verandah. Then came some students—mere kiddies— 
with their teacher to pray for him, This time I was sur- 
prised to hear from outside that voice of Mr, M. S. Das, 
to which the country was so accustomed, His only appeal 
te the children was that they should remember that there 
was an Oriya who never feared power and who was never 
otherwise lured out of the right path. Independently he 
sought the help of God. Even when he said this his voice 
was so loud that anxious and alert sisters, Miss Das and 
Miss Hazra, felt nervous and both of them tried to inter- 
vene and to tell Mr. Das that the children came to pray 
for him. Thereupon he folded bis hands and closed his 
eyes in silence and the children with their teacher began 
to pray. This was the last lsaw of Mr. M.S. Das, the 
history of Orissa incarnate, so to say, for over a generation. 
To the last he thought of his country and thought of inde- 
pendence and manhood as the only way to success. God 
he forgot not. 

A great son of Orissa, the greatest of his age, thus pas- 
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sed, away leaving a gap which it is very hard to fill. May 
his soul rest in peace. 


( 37 ) 


“MADHU BABU—AN ORIYA AS WELL AS AN 
INDIAN” 


By Basu GOPABANDHU CHOWDHRY 


Iwas a boy of nine reading ina High School. I had 
seen and heard of Madhu Babu, but I do not remember to 
have enjoyed any personal contact with him before that. 
One morning as usual we were all] astiras Madhu Babu 
had come to our house. Unless called by my father to his 
presence, we used to satisfy ourselves with mere glimpses 
of him, That day he suddenly came upstairs and on me- 
¢ting me began to inquire of me what I was réading, He 
suddenly put me a question pointing to a wooden safe that 
was standing nearby, “‘What is that?’ I replied “It is a 
safe’. ‘Tell me what isa safe. Define a safe.” I gave 
some definitions which could well be applied toa wooden 
box or toa wooden almirah. Then he explained to us 
how we should be veryparticular in knowing things and 
defining them properly. That was an ideal lesson on “ana- 


lysis and synthesis” and though that is the first reminis- 
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cence of that great personality yet itis one which I treasure 
in my mind with no small gain to my own growth.... 

I was a grown-up young man. I was once on a visit to 
the Utkal Tannery. Mr. Das showed us round and perso- 
ually explained to us the uses of the different machines and 
practically worked with his own hands to show howa 
piece of hide is changed intoa pair of soft leather. Then 
followed one of the finest sermous on the development of 
our hands and how the hands makea man. This practi- 
cal sermon deepened that faint picture in my young mind 
of Mr. Das or our Oriya artisans’ Madhu Babu.... 

It was several years after--a year or so before his pas- 
sing away. By a special messenger I was called to his 
presence. It was after a long time that I was seeing him. 
I saw him a wreck of his former self. He was sitting crum- 
pled up ina chair and there was nothing in him of the old 
Madhu Babu except the eyes andthe voice. The frst 
announcement by Government about the formation ofa 
separate Oriya province had been made. We talked over 
this anuouncement for about an hour. His was a passiouate 
appeal to all Oriyas to realise the necessity of making the 
separate province a success. I distinctly remember how 
the story of his own life-long exertions for the amalgama- 
tion of various Oriya-speaking tracts brought blood into 
his languishing frame and how his eyes flashed fire. 1 
remember how in spite of his desire each and every Oriya 


should join iu making the separate province a success, he 
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was ot forgetful of the fact that Orissa was a part of India 
and that Oriyas had something to do for the existence of 
India as well. 


( 38 ) 
NARRATION OF SOME INCIDENTS 
By Miss SUDHANSUBALA Hazra, B.L., Lady Principal, 
Ravenshaw Girl's School, Cuttack 

I have contributed another chapter inthis book showing 
how women got the right to practise in the Law Courts in 
India and the part played by Madhusudan to bring about 
this reform. 

The following isa brief narration of a few incidents in 
the life of that ‘Great Man” with whom I was privileged 
to be in contact for over half a century and whose love and 
affection I was fortunate enough to enjoy. To gay all the 
things I know of him will fill a volume, and to%gepreserit 
in writing all the traits of that noble soul as revealed in 
the daily affairs of his’ life isa task difficult for the achie- 
vement of one like me. I looked upon him with the deep- 
est devotion and greatest esteem, and I shall cherish the 
memory of the daysI lived with him as the most blessed 


on earth. His instructions will be my sole guide during 
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the rest of my life and his blessings are my greatest ‘rea- 
sure. | 

Madhusudan always took a keen interest in all matters 
telating to women’s welfare, women’s education and uplift 
movemeuts. Once when he was in Calcutta, I told him 
that an Oriya girl was in Christ Church Girls’ School, 
when I happened to be there between 1906-1907, At once 
he became interested in the matter and desired eagerly to 
see her. Hetold methat he was so very anxious to see 
‘her, because she was an Oriya and everything connected 
with Orissa had a place in his heart of hearts. I then took 
the girl to see him and he was extremely pleased that an 
(friya girl was thus seeking to educate herself. 

The education of women was nearest to his heart and 
any girl receiving higher education and striving to rise 
in life had his fullest support and coull upon his 
help and assistance. Once, tbe late Mrs. Young of the 
Baptist Mission, Cuttack, asked Madhusudan to help a 
girl, in whom Mrs. Young was interested, with her college 
education. Madhusudan most gladly bore the expenses of 
tHat girl’s education in Bethune College, Calcutta. No one 
ever returned disappointed when he camie to Madhusudan 
for help to enable him to prosecute his studies. 

The following incidents give a glimpse into Madhusu- 
dan’s inner nature :— " 

An Oriya gentleman was his rivalin an election cam- 


paign. He treated Madhusudan very badly and took 
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recourse to mean tactics to defeat him, Madhusudan, 
however, came out successful with an overwhelming majo- 
rity of votes, When Madhusudan became a minister he 
worte to Madhusudan expressing his desire to be his guest 
for a few days at Patna. Myselfand my sister Shoilabala 
objected to having him as our guest. But Madhusudan 
said to us, “‘You forget that he is an Oriya and I cannot re- 
fuse him any hospitality even though he may be my worst 


enemy”. And when the guest arrived he was treated like 
a friend. 


It was a great pleasure for Madhusudan, who was very 
fond of children, to entertain the orphans of the Protestant 
European School as well as the Convent at Christmas time. 
Once he was short of money and his clerk told him that 
it would be better to postpone the school ‘treat’. Madhu- 
sudan told him that the children were eagerly looking 
forward to the entertainment and that he had not the 
heart to disappoint them. "The money must be had and 
he believed that God would help him. Sti--ve to say that 
he soon received an envelope containing hs. 500 from 
at anonymous donor with a slip to the effect thar 
Madhusudan could spend the money in a better cause 
than the donor, Madhusudan saw God's hand in it and was 
so overjoyed that he toldthe clerk to spend Rs. 500 in 
entertaining the children and that year the orphans hada 


very good time, each receiving a present in addition to 


the entertainment. 
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It was a sort of religion with Madhusudan to give alms 
to the,poor every Sunday. During the last few years of 
his life, when he could not earn much at the Bar and the 
management of the household was in my hands, I once 
suggested that it was too much to spend money on beggars 
every Sunday and advised monthly payment, but he said 
to me with grief, “If you grudge this charity tothe beggars 
you need not spend any money on me, for I am also a beg- 
gar -if you wish to please me, then do not stop payment to 
the beggars”, 

Here is an incident to illustrate his faith in God. 
‘There was a poor boy in whom he took great interest and 
& whose education he bore all the expenses. The boy 
passed the Matriculation Examination, but often deceived 
Madhusudan in many ways and told him lies. Madhu- 
sudan, however, helped him all the same—but when he 
came to learn how he was robbed by this young man he 
was very much grieved. One night Madhusudan dreamt 
‘that he saw that boy standing at his gate with swollen 
legsandin great trouble. The following morning when 
#e went out for his usual constitutional walk I accompanied 
him and hetold me about his dream. On our return 
home we found the very boy standing at the gate with 
swollen legs exactly as he had appeared in the dream. 
I was greatly impressed. Madhusudan was very sorry 
for the young man’s suffering and saw God’s hand in it. 


After Madhusudan had filed the Inso'vency Petition 
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in March 1927,a Bengali lady, the wife of the then 
Divisional Commissioner of Orissa, visited him. She had 
known him for a long time. She keenly felt Madhusudan’s 
position and requested him to be her guest at Lalbagh 
till the whole thing blew over. He said to her, ‘‘Labonya, 
I appreciate your feelings towards me, but let ne ask you 
a question. If a Magistrate convicts a man, is there any 
possibility for that man to evade his punishment. He was 
to bear his punishment, In my case God has punished me 
and He has sent this trialon me. Where can I run away 
to evade His punishment ? I must bear it calmly and I am 
fully resigned to the will of God. I am ready to lie on 
the bare floor or on the-street-pavement but can never 
accept comfort or ease from my good and kind friends. 
God’s punishment must be faced with courage and for 
titude. I appreciate your kindness very much and thank 
you.” Hisreply made her admire him greatly and she 
could not but be impressed by the greatness of his soul, 
Madhusudan did not like to hear himself praised, and 
he objected to flattery or complimen ~ being paid to him, 
In 1903, he first started the Utkal Union Conferente. 
The late Babu Motilal Ghose, the Editor of Amrita Bazar, 
was his guest at the time and he was very much impressed 
with Madhusudan’s work, especially when he saw nearly 
2,000 to 8,000 men all with pink Conference Pugrees on 
their heads assembled in a conference which made a 


great impression on him. He gave an account of the 
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Conference in his paper and paid a very high compliment 
to Madhusudan. When Madhusudan read the article he 
was very much grieved and said to Moti Babu, when he 
met him in Calcutta, “Moti, I did not know you were my 
enemy, what have I done that you tried to ruin my work? 
You said that the Conference wasa ‘one man’s show’ and 
by doing this you are trying toinjure my country and its 
cause. I want the credit of my success of the Conference 
for the people of my country and not for myself. Ifyou 
wish to be my friend, never again praise me for anything 
I do for my country.” ; 

A few days before his death, a missionary aud his wife 
came to see him and expressed a desire to pray for him. 
But Madhusudan did not believe in the efficacy of the 
prayers of others for him. He said to me, “If I cannot 
pray to my God and let him know all about my own 
trouble, can any other man, as my proxy, help me with 
my creator?” Hedid not object to their paryers at his 
bedside but he knew that their prayers could not do any 
geod to him. Personal faith ina personal God was the 
keynote of his religion. He was a true Christian and 
showed in his life what Christianity meant to him. 

I cannot but mention the beautiful device he got up to 
secure contributions tothe “Our Day” fund. He printed 
at his own cost alarge number of postcards containing 
a pictorial representation of the separation daughter 
Ganjan from the mother Utkal by the gulf of administra- 
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tion. Each picture card was sold for an anna, and the 
money collected was contributed to the fund. The ‘device 
thus served the twofold purpose of reminding the Govern- 
ment and the people alike about the grievances of his 
own people, and raising funds for a noble cause, 

In April, 1917, I made an effort to raise some contribu- 
tions to the Red Cross Fund and I was able to raise the 
sum of Rs. 621-8-0 tothe “Our Day” fund by organizing 
some children’s entertainments, I must say that my 
success was entirely due to the zeal which Madhusudan 
showed in the matter. He composed some Oriya songs 
and took very great pains to trains the children to stage a 
small drama called “Utkal Mata and Her Son.” The 
whole affair cost Madhusudan nearly half the amount I 
realised, but he did not allow me to make any deduction 
on that account, and the gross collection was thus contri- 
buted to the fund. The songs referred to above were in 
Oriya, andthe following an English translation of the 
same: SON’s APPEAL.—I seerched for my mother every- 
where but did not meet her. Those who.I thought were 
my brothers denied the relationship, Everywhere | saw 
my mother’s footprints, but nowhere was my mother-to be 
seen. 1 had learnt in the Hindu sacred books,that Sjta, 
when insulted, hid herself inside the earth, Methought my 
mother had done the same as she had been much insulted. 
Because my mother resided inside the earth, therefore, 
Orissa is the ‘holy land”. My mother will appear if her 
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millions of sons call her in one voice. Brethern, let, the 
love for your nation burn bright, offer as sacrifice all your 
wealth’ and honour and dance round embracing each 
other as brothers, Then, you willsee an earthquake—the 
earth will open her crust, and out of the opening will 
come out your loving and mighty mother whose feet you 
‘should all worship. 

Mora#er UTKAL’s Responsk.—I have long heard voi- 
ces calling me. ‘I have millions of sons they are not near 
me. I hear the voice of talkers, but where are my sous 
who are heroes in‘action ? One of my sons abolished the 
caste system in the Jaggannath Temple. History des- 
cribes the glorious deeds of my sons, but, alas! their 
descendants are treated as contemptible Oriyas. I have 
no wealth, no honour and I am covered with dust, but 
still I have the blood which gave birth to heroes and that 
blood I will pour into your veins. My sons once were 
famous as heroes—that blood still runs in your veins—why 
then are youcowards? This sword once conquered the 
country from Ganges to Godavery. Here it is, take the 
same sword and further I give my blessings to you. Cross 
the Himalayas, goto the battle-fields in Mesopotamia and 
there kill the Germans, so that once again the fame of my 
sons may be published to the world. 

I was present at his bedside to the very end. A little 
more than a fortnight before his death, as he and I walked 
on the terrace, he told me that he would not survive more 
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than 15 days. He wes il] at the time and hir prophecy 
came true. Only for the last nine days of his Jife was be 
bedridden. He never spoke a word about his intense 
suffering. He bore bravely all the pain without any 
complaint. 

Prayers were offered all over Orissa for his recovery and 
bulletins were regularly issued regarding the state of his 
health, News about bin was eagerly awaited and hun- 
dreds of people anxiously stood outside to -learn of bis 
condition, 

Elsewhere in the baok 2 deser*rtion has been gives of 
bow inthe night ofthe 3isit January, i934, Madbusudan, 
in his extremely weak condition, sazg his favourite hymn 
“I heard vhe voice of Jesus sev” with ao strony and full 
voice that was quite unexpected in the state in which he 
then was. Those including myself who beard him sing 
the hymn considered this unusual cccurrence nothisg short 
ofamiracie. It was an indisputable evidence of the sup- 
Temacy of the spirit cver cur material body. This :ncident 
reassured cur minds of the existence, plory anc a!l-power- 
friness of God. 

The same cight arc again the next moraing Madbe- 
sudaz-teld rae that he saw a bandsome old man dressed in 
white moving sound his bed. “Do you then really want 
to leave us behind and go?” Iasked him with great con- 
cern, anxiety and distress. “It all depends on| what my 


father in Heaven wants metodo. His will will prevail. 
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What TI omy think or wrut is of vo matter’, “What shall 
happen tu ine wheu you ere goue ?” I asked. As If giving 
me his last blessiag Madhusudan replied in a consoling 
tone, “God will always be with you’, A divine smile 
seemed to be playing upon his lips from the Sist January 
until the very last revealing the calm and peace which his 
soul had attained and the God-consciousness.of his mind, 


( 33) 

“MADHUSUDAN DAS OF CUTTACK, A TRUE 

STATESMAN” 
By SrioKTa SararaDEvI CHAUDHURANT, B.A., Caicutia 

From the deep memory out of the dim shadows of the 
past the 'figure cfa csan risesto life with his eaique 
personality. 

To begin with Mr. Madhusud4dn Das struck me as po 
curious Christiex for cone of the bigotry associated with 
Christian missremames and their convertst could discerss 
m bim. He was as broad-minded as any bern Hinds 
should be. He acceded to others their individual ways to 
realisation whila accepting for himself the way by Christ. 
His simplicity of life, his veneration for his mother and 
the many other Hindu gualities in him made endeared to 


his compatriots who were vot bis co-religionists. . 
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I was warned that he was a Bengalee-hater. I could not 
reconcile this charge with his adoption of a Bengalee girl 
as his daughter and hisacting asa benefactor te all the 
members of that family. Moreover I found most of the 
domiciled Bengalees of Cuttack were his respected per- 
sonal friends. I discovered it was not that he loved Bengal 
and Bengalees less but that he loved Orissa and Oriyas 
more and that his love and admiration for the Bengalees 
emulated him in his desire to bring the Oriyas up to their 
level. He had the insight and acumen of a true statesman. 
He was a mau of imagination and a man of action withal., 

Yot only Orissa but India should honour him and give 
. ‘ma place in the hierarchy of its true patriots. 


eprom 


( 40) 
“MR. DAS AS A HOST” 
By Mrs. SaraLa BALA MITTER, B.A., Calcutta 


I was about tosettle down comfortably with the mor- 
‘ning paper, when I was shocked and deeply grieved at the 
news which suddenly caught my eye, i.e.,the Hon’ble 
Madhusudan Das of Orissa dead! Though it was not 
quite unexpected, as he was advanced in years and ailing 
for some time, yet I could not reconcile myself to the sad 
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news. Was it possible that our dear “Dada”, as we called 
him, has passed away forever? Knowing full well that 
death terminates life, and the soul passes away to unknown 
domains, we are loath to part with those whom we love 
and revere, and cling to them the more as age 
advances, 

I first had the pleasure of the acquaintance of the Hon’- 
ble Mr. Dasin Calcutta; before that I had known him 
only by name and fame, His amiable disposition and 
affectionate ways attracted me at once, and made me feel 
quite at home, so that I had not the least hesitation in 
calling him “Dada” as a near relation. 

It was in 1906 that I accompanied ‘‘Dada” and his 
daughter to Bombay on our way to England, where we 
were proceeding for study, Dada only went down as far 
as Bombay tosee us off, and we spent a week there sight 
seeing. With what solicitude and kindness he showed 
and explained allto me, I shall never forget. He was of 
strict principles, and a certajn amount of sternness was 
blended with gentleness, which those who could not 
fathom, have not been able to fully appreciate in that 
great man. His child-like heart was full of tenderness 
and ever ready to allay humap-suffering. ‘‘Dada” was 
very hardworking and diligent. When in England, he 
often used to sitat work till 2 a.m., but the next morning 
he was up at the usual time and at his usual place.” When 


asked how he managed to work so hard, and live on such 
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little subsistence, he laughed gently and said, “I always 
feel better with little food.” 

An octogenarian—he still worked with the energy of 
youth and threw himself heart and soul into all kinds of 
public work, which he considered to bea duty. If remon- 
strated by his daughter for over-working himself, he 
replied that work was a pleasure to him. His mental 
abilities were far ahead of his physical capacity, so he 
never lost heart. 

He was a typical example of what a strong mind was 
capable of performing in tke field of work. Hospitality 
was one of his chief characteristics. Amidst his heavy 
work, he would still find time to be regularly present at 
meals with his guests to see for himself that nothing was 
wanting. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning a little incident which 
touched me greatly while I was at Cuttack and became 
his guest foraday. In 1910 while on my way to Calcutta 
I halted at Cuttack fora couple of days with a friend of 
mine to fulfila promise I had given her some time previ- 
ously. Naturally I called on Mr. Das, but tomy disap- 
pointment he was away, so I left my card with the servant. 
Early next morning while I was still in deep sleep, I was 
aroused by my friend saying, “Get up, get up, Mr. Das has 
honoured me with a visit for your sake. Go and see him.” 
I got up hastily and heard “‘Dada” calling me. When we 
met he said, ‘Well, how is it that you did not let me know 
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that you were coming to Cuttack? Come now with»me. 
Icame straight here from the railway station, as soon as 
the setvant showed me your card. Come, we shall have 
our tea at home.” I was hesitating what todo, when my 
hostess promptly gave her permission, and I went off with 
“Dada”. At tea he pressed various kinds of fruits and 
sweets aud other eatables on me, which he had just brought 
from Calcutta. ‘“‘Never mind the usual breakfast,” he 
saqd, “have these now”, I replied, “But ‘Dada’, you do- 
not take anything yourself, how can you press so much 
ot. others?” Where upon he laughingly launched upon 
amusing anecdotes of several persons who thought nothing 
of eating so many dozens of mangoes and jack-fruits or so 
miany seers of sweets at one sitting. He was very witty 


and would thoroughly enjoy a good joke. 


( 40 ) 
MADHUSUDAN DAS AS IKNEW HIM 
By Dr. SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA, 
I knew Mr. Madhu Sudan Das, the emineut Oriya lea- 
der intimately, His death in 1934, removed a landmark 


and a towering personality in Orissa. Born in 1848, and 
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dying at the advanced age of eighty-four, he was beyond 
all doubt the greatest Oriya of modern times, and was long 
justly known as the ‘grand old man’ of Orissa. Thougha 
‘devout Christian, he enjoyed the confidence and comman- 
ded the respect of all sections of Oriyas, and was tbe trust- 
ed adviser and confidante of the leading landowners and 
the ruling chiefs of his provience, by reason of his public 
activities as the pioneer in education and industry in 
‘Orissa. He led with zeal and enthusiasm the movement 
for the constitution of Orissa as a separate province, and 
though he did not live to see the fruition of his labours in 
1936, hd died working for his ideal, till his last breath, to 
realize his heart’s desire. He represented Orissa in the 
Bengal Legislative Council for four terme, and was elected 
to the Legislative Council of Bihar and Orissa, and also to 
the Imperial Legislative Council at Delhi, in 1913. He 
was then elected tothe Bihar and Orissa Legislature, and 
appointed by the Right Honble Lord Sinha a Ministerin 
charge of the Local-Self Government Public Health and 
Public works Department. During his term of office as 
Minister the enactment of two liberal measures relating to, 
local self-Government was his most notable achievements 
They are still in force in Bihar and Orissa— 

Iknew Madhu Sudan Das intimately for a long time, 
both as a public man and as a colleague in the Governinent 
of Bihar and Orissa when he was the Minister, and I the 


Finance Member. I found him a man of principles, 
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assiduous in the discharge of his duties straightforward, 
and conscientious but slightly occentric. It was this which 
made him suddenly resign the Ministership not by reason 
of a vote of censure by the Legislature, but because the 
then Governor Sri Henry Wheeler did not agree to his 
proposal that instead of drawing his salary as a Minister, 
he should be allowed to maintain himself by practising at 
the bar, and also working asa Minister without salary : 
for a long series of years his chief interest was the indus- 
trial advancement of Orissa and his Utkal tannery, at 
Cuttack, was a standing monument of his remarkable zeal 
and perseverance in this direction, though it ultimately 
failed before his death. As Finance member, I tried to 
assist him in the rehabilitation of the tanning industry, but 
finarcial difficulties stood in the way, and nearly crushed 
this great pioueer worker in industrial development. 

Madhu Sudan was the first Oriya graduate in Arts and 
Law of the Calcutta University, and was for many years 
its Fellow. He wasaman of scholarly attainments, and 
had a fair kuowledge of not only Sanskrite, but Persian, 
ws well. 

His education and training were mostly in Calcutta, 
and among Bengalis, with the result that he spoke both 
English and Bengali remarkably well, without accent and 
was also an effective speaker anda powerful writer. He 
made his mark as asa skilful debater in the Bengal and 


the Behar and Orissa Legislative Councils. When he 
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ultimately came to occupy the position of a 
Minister, he soon made the heads of the departments 
(which were in his special charge) rather uncomfortable 
by reason of his strict supervision of their work with the 
result that the latter tried to make it uncomfortable for 
him ; but he resigned as stated above-ou a wholly different 
issue, and reverted to his profession and to industry, 
his first love. His dogged independence asa Minister, 
and sustained spirit of sacrifice as a pioneer industrialist, 
should ever be a beacon light to the people ot Orissa, 
Although a Minister under Dyarchy he never concealed 
his dislike for the system ~under which he had to work, 
on one occasion he ended a speech, in the Behar and Orissa 
Legislative Council, by quoting a Persian verse, from the 
Gulistan of the renowned author, Saadi, which said that 
no one would care to come under the shadow of an owl, 
even though the auspicious bird ‘human were to become 
extinct. This reference toa Minister under Dyarchy as 
au owl, was a standing joke for years, particularly amongst 
Dyarchy Minister ; but was curiously resented by soime 
Governors. 

It was Madhusudan Das who, more than any other 
Oriya, revitalised his countrymen by exherting them to 
cherish with pride their rich heritage, to give up their 
inferiority complex, and to demonstrate their innate fitness. 
Equipped with talent and an uncommon capacity for 


organization lle aimed at transforming the Oriya character, 
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and the assiduity and earnestness with which he applied 
himsel{to the task, and the sacrifices he made therefor, 
won for him the unstinted homage of his Oriya fellow- 
countrymen. The first Uutkal Provincial Conference 
held in 1903, which created unprecedented enthusiasm 
among Oriyas, aud inaugurated a new era in the history 
of modern Orissa, was initiated by him; and his influence 
ainongst Oriyas was so great that whether he was right 
« wrong, the bulk of the people of his province followed 
his Jead without demur, A man of forceful character, 
Madhusudan always stuck to his views,and tenaciously 
adhered to them regardless of consequences. This spirit 
not unoften brought him iuto conflict with officialdom, 
and on oue occasion some powerful officials sought to 
break his influence by adopting unfair means. But truth 
triumphed at last, and the incident far from injuring his 
reputation added one more feather to his cap. 

The incident took place a longtime back, when the 
state of things prevaitiug in Orissa was, iu many respects 
far from satisfactory. A dacoity was committed in a 
=vpulous part of the town of Cuttack then as now the 
capital of Orissa—and this unusual event unnerved the 
citizens, The police made a vigorous investigation, as 
the result of which the prosecution ended in the conviction 
of thé accused, The investigating officers were rewarded, 


one of them receiving a gold watch and chain. Madhu- 
sudan stoutly maintained, however, that the persons 
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conVicted were altogether innocent, A remarkable feature 
feature of the case was the total non-recovery of the 
property looted, which was alleged to consist of gold and 
silver ornaments. The police explained this in one of their 
confidential reports, by saying that Madhusudan Das (who 
manufactured in his factory, at Cuttack gold and silver 
works of art) was a receiver ofa stolen goods and the 
ornaments looted had been melted by him. The officers. 
who made the report were confident that no one would 
ever be able to contradict it, 

But some time later the Bengal police discovered that 
the Cuttack dacoity was the work of a batch of up country 
gangsters, who had been caught by them in another case.. 
This created a tremendous stir all over the country. An. 
enquiry followed, as the result of which the Government 
quietly let of the batch of the Oriya prisoners, who had 
been already convicted. The investigating Police Officers 
were placed under suspension. The secret report against 
Madhusudan Das did not now remain secret, and he 
imiuediately made a strong protest to then Lieutenant- 
Governorof Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. A high officta 
was sent down to Cuttack, and there was a considerable: 
flutter in the official devecots. The Disclo sure naturally 
created a great sensation all over India, and the leading 
nationalist dailies throughout the country gave much 
prominence to it. At last, an apology was offered to- 


Madhusudan Das, was assured that the Government’s. 
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confidence in him remained unshaken. The alleged 
“receiver of stolen properties” had not long after conferred 
upon hima C.J. E. (Companionship of the Order of the 
Indian Empire ) while in later years he was appointed a 
Minister by the late Lord Sinha, on his assuming the 
office first Indian to do so under British rule as the Gover- 
nor of Behar and Orissa. 

Asa benefactor of Harijans (the depressed classes ) 
Madhu Sudan Das had no peer in Orissa. His work 
received appreciative acknowledgment from Mahatma 
Gandhi but curiously enough the latter persu- 
aded himself that Madhu Sudan was no more, in Novem- 
ber, 1932 when it was poiuted out to him, that he was not 
dead, but still very much alive, the Mahatma wrote as 
follows :—“An Ashram inmate, living in Orissa, has tele- 
‘graphed to me sying that MadhuSudan Das, to whose 
good work for the tannery I referred in my statement is 
not dead. Ican not account for my stupidity in having 
imagined that he was uo more. On receipt of the telegram 
I have sent the following telegram tohim. ‘Long live 
Dadhusudan Das: Why I do not know, I had gatherd the 
impression that you were no more. This is proof positive 
of my stupidity, but let it also be proof that God has still 
service totake from you for many a long year to come. 

“So lived and died Madhu Sudan Das a saintly charac- 
‘ter, a man of piety, a pioneer in industrialism, a successful 


Minister under the Montogu-Chelmford Reforms, anda 
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nan of sterling worth, rare patriotism, and genuine inde- 
pendence. His life long activities have hornne fruit since 
his death in 1934. Orissa was separated from Behar and with 
Oriya speaking areas amalgamated with it from the Cen- 
tral Provinces and Madras, was placed under a Governor 
on the Ist of April 1936°A year later Provincial Autonomy 
was introduced anda popular ministry established, ; Tn 
1943 the Utkal Univeraity catne into existence, and in 1948 
the High Court and all this—and a great deal more—is the 
result of the life long strenuous endeavours of Madhu 
Sudan Das, 
ul 


No ene oan correctly appraise the work and worth of 
Madhu Sudan Das unless he takes into account the train- 
iug he imparted to Miss Das, which enabled her to dis- 
tinguish herself in various spheres of public activities. 
Miss Sheila Bala Das is adohly daughter of Madhu Sudan 
Das’s friend Ambica Charan Hazra, who was his college 
friend. But he made her his own child, being childless, 
and trained and educated her; with the result that she 
has been a very prominent figure in Behar and Orissa in 
advancing the cause of Indian women. While Miss Das 
was in England, in 1907, it was decided to have her pre- 
sented at the court of their Majesties King Edward and 
Queen Alexandra, and necessary permission for the presen- 


tation was obtained. The question then arose as to the 
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preparation for her Court dress, which was considered a 
matter »f very great importance. The wife of the then 
Aide-de-Camp to the Secretary of State for India under- 
took to see to it that Miss Das appeared before. Their 
Majesties in accordance with the Court Regulations regard- 
ing the presentation dress. But she was not willing to 
appear before Their Majesties in any other dress than her 
Indian SARI. A great commotion was thus produccd by 
her stubborn attitude, asthe sari was not regarded till 
then as a recognized Court dress, and there was no prece- 
dent of any one having been presented, in one’s national 
costume, at the Court of St. James’s. And so an endless 
discussion went on for days betweens the then Lord 
Chamberlain's official and the India Offic. Miss Das was 
repeatedly asked to follow the prescribed Court formalities 
and etiquette, but she would not agree to appear except in 
Indian costume and she insisted that in paying her homage 
to Their Majesties she would adopt not only her country’s. 
costume but also the Indian made of salutation. 

Seeing her to determined inthe matter of her dress 
«ad from of saluataion, their Majesties were pleased to 
direct that the Court Regulations be waived in her case. 
Miss Das is thus the first Indian lady who was presented 
at Rayal Court in ber ‘sari’, aud who paid her homage by 
making “pranam” to Their Majesties. She was the only 
‘lady presented at Court who had no flowers in her hand, 


nor did she wear gloves, as is the custom on such occa- 
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sions. Not only the London illustrated papers, but even 
the continental journals, featured Miss Das in hertIndian 
dress, and the novel way (according to them ) in which 
she made her obeisance. Her presentation in Indian dress 
created a precedent for other Indian ladies to wear’ sari’ 
if they so desire and so, by her determination, she caused 
the ‘sari’ to be recognised asa dress at their Majesties 
Court and the “pranam” as sutiable form of salutation. 
About a quarter ofa century later, the same question- 
arose at the Vatican, inthe case of the presentation to 
His Holiness the Pope, of a South Iudian lady of the 
Roman Catholic persuasioc, ‘solved satisfactorily the lady 
being allowed to appear in Indian costume. 

Miss Das has worked all her life for the uplift of Indian 
women, and amongst:-her many valuable services may be 
recalled her securing for them the right to practise in the 
Indian courts law which was noat acknowledged till then 
Miss Regina Guha was the first Indian qualified legal 
practitioner, who tried to be enrolled in Calcutta High 
Court, but failed.Miss Sudhausu case was argued by the 
first Lord Sinha before a Full Bench ofthat Court, but 
permission was not recored. to her. A similar thing bap- 
pened in case of Miss Hazra, the sister of Miss was...to 
whom also the Patna High Court did not grant premission 
to practise under the law, as it then stood. Educated 
Indian women were much exercised about it. Due, how- 


ever, to the persistent efforts of Miss Das, in particular, the 
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Government brought inan amending Bill to the Legal 
Practior,ers’ Act, so that the women in India should also 
have the right to practise in court of Law, which Bill was 
duly placed on the Statute book. The credit for this 
achievement, which removed a serious sex disability and 
enabled the women in India to practise in courts of law 
thenecforward, was largely due to the agitation carried on 
by Miss Das,She was for yearsa Fellow of the Patna 
Uuiversity, and was also elected tothe Syndicate, in which 
capacity she acquitted herself creditably. In 1944 she was 
nominated a member of the Utkal University. It fell to 
my lot as the Law Member of the then Provincial Govern- 
ment to appoint her an Honorary Magistrate, and she was 
first woman in India, Behar and Orissa to hold that office 
for years, in with great distinction. Altogether, her re- 
cord as a pioneer in the women’s movement is unique, aud 
will find a prominent place in a history of the emancipation 


of Indian women. 
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( 41) 
MADHUSUDAN THE FOUNDER OF THE 
UTKAL UNION CONFERENCE 
By 
KUMARI SHOILA BALA DAS 


No one knows more intimately the history of the first 
Utkal Union Conference than myself. How it was origt 
nated and why it was originated very few know the cause 
of it. 

In 1902, my late father and late Sri Surendra Nath 
Banerjee had a great discussion about the difficult prob- 
lem ot Orissa in the Grand Hotel, Calcutta, during X’mas. 
week. Orissa wasthen connected with Bihar & Bengak 
and was in minority. Orissa suffered educationally, eco-: 
nomiically industrially and socially and was very backward. 
and my father wanted that the Indian National Congress 
should take up the question of Orissa that the Oriya spea- 
king tracts should be amalgamated asa Province. But 
€ri Surendra Nath was not in favour in taking up Provin- 
cial question in the Congress and so my father parted. 
froin the National Congress. 

He started the Utkal Union Conference. The latter 
part of the year 1903 was mostly devoted in forming the 
executive committee, resolutions etc. Alinost daily the 
meeting of the executive committee was held at Madhu>. 
sudan’s large drawing room at Cuttack. Government offi- 
cers aud non-officials were members of the Committee. I 
was also a member of the executive committee. The 
Contractors were engaged to make a pandal at Tulsipur 
at Mr. Das’s land. I was asked to decorate the pandal & 
look after the comforts of the guests. My father spenta 
fortune over this Institution its success in rousing the 
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jrational co usciousness of the Criyas, vivisected and uucons- 
cious, vuder an alien rule. I formed a volunteer boad with 
200 local College boys. They did yeomen service under 
my supervision to make the confereuce a great success. 
I held inany meeting of these boys on the Tennis Court in 
Madhu Smiriti House and formed many Sections such as 
Pandal, Guest House, railway, traffic, industry exhibition 
etc. etc. aud I must say I had great pleasure in doing 
work with these boys. | became tlie Commander of the 
volunteer Board. A week before the Conference, a Govern- 
ment Officer informed at the meeting of the executive 
committee that all Govt. Officers would resign and would 
not be able to attend the Conference as the then Commis- 
sioner of Orissa (au Indian) had issued a Circular that 
Govt. Servants should not attend the Conference. This 
uews came asa bombshell, Maharaja Mayurbhanj would 
preside and all the feudatory Rajas & Zamindars, Govt. 
officials were invited. No one would be able to come 
when such a Circular was issued. One evening when the 
meetiug of the executive committee was held at our dra- 
wing room, the Commissioner of the Division came to the 
house and the servant brought him to me and he remarked 
to me that he would not be able to see ine in my glory as 
a Comumiander-in-chief of the Volunteer band. Iasked him 
“why cannot he come’, He kept silent. I said to him 
again. “You have issued a circular preventing your offi- 
cers and others to join the Conference.” He said ‘you are 
a little girl and must uot ask questions, My lips are 
sealed.” J again said, ‘Please withdraw the Circular. You 
know it very well that it is not a political conference and you 
are very much abused by your own officers and people of 
the town”, He said “I do not like to discuss the question 
with you.” I kept silent, and then sent for our bearer 
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and ordered him to get the carriage of the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner felt insulted and said to me that by 
ordering his carriage I drove him out of our hduse, L 
said ‘No. You are mistaken”. You should not be ina 
house where for nights & days the people were discussing 
about the Conference and your presence would be miscons- 
trued when you had issued such a Circular for Government 
servants and others not to join the Conference.” Without 
a work he left our house. I went down straight to the 
meeting and told the members aud my father what discus- 
sion Ihad with the Commissioner, There and then it 
was decided to send a long telegram tothe Lt. Governor 
of Bengal, giving him all the resolutions of the Conference 
and showing that it was not a political conference, aud it 
was not understood why a circular of such a nature should 
be issued and prohibited Government officers. Rulers. &. 
others not to join the Conference. It would be death blow 
tothe Oriya aspiration. The Conference was meant to 
wake up. Oriya nationalism and forthe welfare of their coun- 
try. It cost my father a fortuue to send the telegram and we 
waited auxiously two whole days for its reply but none came 
to him, On the 3rd morning an urgent letter came from 
the Commissioner to my father requesting him to see him 
atonce. My father went. The Commissioner was in his 
office room. He held a Government letter in his hand 
and asked my father ‘‘Mr. Das you are my friend, why did’ 
you not tell me that you were going to send a telegram 
tothe Government. I have been taken into task by the 
Governmet. My father replied, ‘‘You never consulted me 
when you issued a circular knowing full well that it was 
not a political conference (as a copy of the resolutions was 
sent to you) yet you prohibited the Government officers 
and others not to join it. The conference would be agreat 
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failure, not to speak of the great loss, I would sustain. All 
the Fudetary chiefs would be my guest and arrangements 
were nade for them and there was no alteruative for me 
after your talk with my daughter but to send a telegram to 
the Governor of Bengal asking why the Oriyas should be 
puuished.” The Commissioner said “that this is the letter 
from the Chief Secy. of Bengal, which you see in my hand. 
I have been asked to read it to you.” The letter says that 
the Govenment have gof full sympathy with Oriyas as- 
piration and for their educational social. Industrial Eco- 
nomical development and to show the sympathy of the 
Government the Commissioner was asked to be present 
asa representative of the Government daily? After this 
the work of the Conference weut on in full swing. The 
Colleae coys were dear boys, ‘they carried out my order her 
the pleasure and were in great discipli 2. Noone ques- 
tion my right to order them. They took meas their leader. 
we were all brothers. The pandal were tastefully decoia- 
ted. The guest. houses volunteers were all attention to 
the comforts of the guests. It was so beautifully managed 
that even Sir......... the Sir then Home Member of 
the Government of Bengal, paid a compliments to me that 
the volunteeis did very good work in controlling the tra- 
ffic. No policeman controlled the traffic or seen anywhere 
in the conference grounds. Volunteers managed all. 
Maharaja Mayurbhanj presided, Fudatoy chiefs aud the 
others sat ou the dias. In tue middle of the pandal, a 
Satranchi was spread, where Harijans and other Schedule 
caste sat aud my father sat with them. All round Govern- 
ment officers, Jamidars and others sat on the chairs, The 
business of the conference was conducted allin Oriya, I 
moved a resolution for a girl’s school at Cuttack. It was 
my first maiden extempore speech. I said “I pray to 
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Mother Utkal that she will kindly listen to my prayer 
though the prayer I uttered in Bengali as from my infaucy. 
I have been nursed by Mother Bengal and in my Youth 
Iam finding peace aud comfort in the embrace of Mother 
Utkal. One Universal God is worshipped in different forms, 
in different provinces and the prayers are uttered in pro- 
vincial languages but they are all accepted by God. I 
expect that though in infancy, I was brought up in 
Bengal, now Utkal will treat meas like one of her dear 
children. Hitherto female education in Bengal has been 
encouraged by men only. They doa good deal for us and 
they understand our necessities to a great extent but 
women are likely to understand theirown want better 
still. I have had some education so I can claim some 
knowledge of our want. In’ ancient India, there were 
many educated Indian ladies, whose names are household 
word today. I doubt very much ifthey could leave an 
immortal memory had they not acquired education. I do 
not desire to give manly education to women nor dol 
like that they should complete for University degree only 
but I do desire that women should have education to be 
the mother of great sous.—-My proposal is to establish a 
model girl school at Cuttack where thers is none witha 
standing Committee of ladies alone. No doubt from time 
to time, we shall require the advise of educated men to 
guide us in the right path and I have confidence that when 
we shall approach them they will give usfree advice. 
Before approaching you I consulted many ladies on the 
subject and _shey gave me every promise to help me in 
this cause..” After the conference was over the late Motilal 
Ghosh the editor of Amrita Bazar Patrika paid a great 
complement to my father. The Utkal Union Conference 
did yeomen service in creating national out look oues of 
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the glorious heritage of the people now down trodden, 
when,/I recalled in my mind the huge gathering from all 
parts of Utkal in the monester session of the Utkal Union 
conference listening to the maguitic oratory of the G.O.M. 
with rapt attention and when I recollect the tremendous 
effect the session had to bring Orissa to the level of other 
nation. Ican not but feel proud what this one man did 
-for Orissa, Motilal Ghosh told my late father “Madu Qria 
you have taught us (Bengali) how to capture the 1magina- 
tion of the masses. All your preceedings iu the verna- 
cular of the proviuce and the mass could easily follow. 
Whereas we in Bengal in all our conference use English 
language, naturally we canuot make Yympression on the 
masses. Henceforth we shall foll-w your example in 
addressing conferences in Bengali (the vernacular of the 
province), another thing I notice thatall the Oriyas was 
the president wore parts—pay call the couference pugri” 
Every one paid a glowing tribute to the success of the 
conference. The first industrial exhibition was also 
opened and was a great success. This exhibition was uot 
a exhibition in the sense in which it is understood all over 
the world. It was more a demonstration of the working 
method and the utility of various looms by experts it also 
placed before the public view some s»ecimen of the clothes 
turned out by handlooms. ‘There were many fancy arti- 
cles and the exhibition was a great success. Tue Exhibi- 
tion was opened by the three Divisional commsioner and 
it was the first Exhibition in cuttack. 
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( 42 ) 
“A TRIBUTE TO A PERSONAL FRIEND'Y 
By THE Hon’sie Mr. M. G. Hauyurt, C.LE,, LC.S., 


Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department 
(now H.E. Sir Mauric# HALLxt, the Governor of Bihar) 


On the inauguration of the Constitution of 1919 Mr. 
Madhusudan Das wasappointed Minister of Self-Govern- 
ment in the province of Bihar and Orissa. It was a heavy 
portfolio, especially during the early years of the new 
Constitution, for the Minister, apart from being responsi- 
ble for the public health and medical relieft hroughout the 
province, was faced with the duty of amending the Muni- 
cipal and local Self-Government Acts so as to make theim 
more consistent with democratic principles. It was a 
task of which many younger men might have fought shy, 
but Mr. Das, though well advanced in years, threw himself 
into the work with zeal, vigour and enthusiasm. I was 
Secretary to the Governmeut of Bihar and Orissa during 
this period and having in this position to work directly 
under Mr. Das I can claim to have intimate knowledge of 
his work. He never spared himself, and dealt with the 
greatest care with the problems which came before him. 
He was, I think, particularly interested in problems ol 
medical relief and public health, for he had studied medi- 
cine in his younger days.” I will quote one instance, 
Plague was a disease from which Mr. Das’s native land 
of Orissa has fortunately been free ; he realised, however, 
it was still a menace in Bihar, though not to the same 
extent as 10o0r15 years earlier, and he set himself to 
become personally acquainted with the problem of how to 
deal with that disease which was still prevalent, in parti- 
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cular, im parts of Gaya district. In the middle of the hot 
weather he visited plaguestricken villages in that district 
and thereby got first-hand knowledge of that epidemic and 
also of the step which were being taken to deal with it. 

1. The members of the new Legislative Council 
showed themselves keenly interested in medical relief and 
public health ; they recognised the necessity of providing 
more hospitals in rural areas; they appreciated the fact 
that the public health organisation of the province was 
defective and inadequate to deal with the constantly 
recurring epidemic of cholera, mglaria and plague; while 
not depreciating the value of Western system of inedicine 
they wished also to develop aud improve the indigenous 
system. In dealing with these problems they had a keen 
aud enthusiastic leader in their Minister, Mr. Das. Political 
critics tend to overlook and to depreciate the work of the 
Councils set up by the British Government as the first 
step towards responsible government, and the services of 
the Ministers who undertook the duty of administering 
the trausferred departments have often not received ade- 
quate recognition. Historians of the future will I feel 
sure, see the events of these years in their true perspec- 
tive and will recognise that it was not those who followed 
the barren and sterile policy of non-co-operation who paved 
the way for further advance, but those who like Mr. Das 
and his supporters, recognised the great opportunities 
which they had of furthering the political progress of 
India. Their work also had practical results aud from any 
experience of these years | can assert that in the province 
of Bihar and Orissa zreat advances were made and much 
was done to deal with that terrible problem, the alleviation 
of human suffering. 

3. It will be out of place for me to describe at length 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


164 LIFE OF MADHUSUDAN DAS 


the jong discussions which took place over the two Bills 
which were introduced by Mr. Das to amend the Munici- 
pal and Local Self-Government Acts. This, again, was 
no easy problem; onthe one hand there were those who 
in their anxiety to make. loeal self governing bodies com- 
pletely responsible wished to free these bodies from all 
control, even control by responsible Ministers; on the 
other hand. there were those who viewed with the gravest 
apprehension the transfer of power to untrained and inex- 
perienced administrators ‘I‘be Acts, as finally placed on 
the Statute Book, speak for theinselves, and I think those 
who study them will say that they are a satisfactory com- 
promise between these two opposing views. Much of the 
credit for this useful legislation must be given to Mr. Das. 
4. To strike a more personal note, I shall always 
remember with the greatest pleasure my association with 
Mr. Das. Difference of opinion betw- ‘na Minister, trained 
in the school of politics, anda Sec etary, brought up to 
regard “efficiency” as allimportant, a.@ inevitable ; in fact 
stich differences arc healthy. But [always found Mr, Das 
ready to listen with sympathy and attention to the views 
which Ior other officers, with whom he was brought in 
contact, put forward, and if we were successful in solving 
his doubts and removing his difficulties he would be ready 
to reconsider his opinion-and support proposals which he 
had previously condemned. Work in such an atmosphere 
of frieddly co-operation cannot but be pleasant. Mr, Das 
has often been good enough to express his appreciation of 
such services as I was able to render him when be held 
the office of Minister. I am glad to have this opportunity 
of reciprocating that appreciation and of paying a trikute 
to one whom Ialways regarded as a personal friend—and 
of giving some indication, inadequate though it may be, 
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of the services which he rendered to his country and his 
province duriug the period for which he held the office of 
Minis¢er. I have not referred to other periods of his loug 
life or to his other numerous activities. During the 
whole of that long life, he devoted hiinself to raising the 
status of his native land of Orissa aud_to improving the 
position of his fellow councrymen. Though he did not 
live to see the actual inanguration of the new province of 
Orissa, yet it must have been a great satisfaction to him 
before he died to know that the ideal, for which he had 
striven so long and so earnestly, was about to be realised 
aud that Orissa was to become one ofthe units of the 
great Indian Federation. 


( 43 ) 
“MY OLDEST INDIAN FRIEND” 


By Sir Hucsw MacpHErson, K.C.S.1., LC.S., 
Officiating Governor of Bihar and Orissa 


With the exception of Mr. Jnanendra Nath Gupta, 
1,C.S., Bengal, whom I knew in my Oxford days, the late 
Mr. Madhusudan Das was my oldest Indian friend. I 
made his acquaintauce soon after I joined my first appoint- 
ment as Assistant Magistrate of Cuttack in December, 
1891, It was characteristic of his sturdy independence of 
mind that early in his life he had embraced Christianity 
in the face of much opposition aud persecution from his 
Hindu relations aud friends. As an Indian Christian 
lawyer with a large practice at the local Bar, he was on 
friendly terms with the European officers of the station, 
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ainongst whom he was noted for his hospitality and for 
his patronage of local industries, in particular of the , ewe 
filigree work for which Cuttack is famed. 

. * * * * 

My acquaintance with Mr. Das very nearly had a tragic 
ending for me early in my Indian career. He kept in 
his stables good horses, one of which had been the charger 
ofa Falstaffian Colonel of the Madras Regiment stationed 
at Cuttack in those days, and till 1905 an active cauton- 
uient. This horse had a reputation for bolting but could 
‘be charmed by Mr. Das with pieces of sugar-cane. I was 
rash enough toride him once on returning from an 
expedition to K* indagiri with my Collector, Mr. George 
Stevenson, and pa y. The sugar cane trick did not work 
as I mounted; the rest I knew was when I awoke 48 
hours later to find the Civil Surgeon, Colonel Zorab, by 
my bedside—the horse hadimpaled himself on the back 
shaft of a bullock cart somewhere between Chandhar 
bungalow and the Katjuri river, and I had been thrown 
on tothe metalled road, but saved bya stout topee. Mr. 
Das was deeply concerned over my accident and came to 
see ime daily till I recovered. He would never hear of any 
‘compensation for the loss of his horse. 

There were two causes that were always peculiarly dear 
to the heart of Mr Das, One was the welfare of the 
cultivating raiyat, the other was the independence of 
Orissa. Although he wasthe retained legal adviser of 
anany Orissa Chiefs and Zainiudars of the Mogubandi, he 
never wavered in his support of the cultivator’s rights. 
After Ileft Orissa in 1894in the Santal Parganas, I lost 
touch with Mr. Das, till I was again brought into cortact 
with the agrarian problems of Orissa as Director of Land 
Records in 1907-12. Orissa tenancy law, which up to then 
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had been linked with the Bengal Tenancy Act, came uder 
extensive review during the revision settlement operations 
of that'period, and, after long deliberation in the Bengal 
Legislative Council during the winter session of 19| 1-12 
and agaiu in the new Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council 
of following year, the Orissa Tenancy Act (B, & O. Act II 
of 1913) was passed, conferring on the sub-province the 
boon of self-agrarian code. Mr. Das wasa member of both 
these Councils and took a prominent part in the proceed- 
ings. When any question arose affecting the rights and 
interests of the cultivators, he always championed their 
cause. 

My next intimate contact with Mr. Das was made when 
he became my colleague in the Government of Bihar and 
Orissa as a Minister under the first Reforms in 1921. His 
tenure of office was marked by the passing of the B, & O. 
Municipal ana Local Self-Government Acts and I had his 
close co-operation when piloting the Village Adniinistra- 
tion Bill through the Council. He resigned his office as 
Minister in 1923, but continued to bea member of the 
Legislative Council till a much later date. 

Throughout his public life, Mr. Das stood up for the 
tights of Orissa as against what he deemed to be the 
encroachments of Bengal and Bihar. He did not live to 
see his championship ofan independent Orissa crowned 
with success, but this happy consummation fellowed soon 
after his passing at the ripe old age of §5 and the new pro- 
vince of Orissa remains his most eloquent memorial. 
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( 44 ) 
AN APPRECIATOIN 


t 
By THE Hon’s_e CHIEF JUSTICE SiR CouRTN“Y 
TERRELL, KT. Patna 


Madhusudan Das was oue of the rarest. products 
Iudian social life for he loved his fellow-men. His mora¥ 
and intellectual stature was far higher than that of his 
countrymen and his whole life was devoted not to the 
emphasis of that fact, nor to realising a personal ambition 
based on his superiority, but to the effort to raise his peo- 
ple toa higher level. And yet rarer was the vision which 
enabled him to see that this ideal could best be achieved 
by effecting improvement in their material walfare. He 
had a practical sense of reality and strove valiantly against 
the mental darkness (and what is to many others the hope- 
less conservatisin) of Orissa. He saw that these people 
had qualities which, if their minds would only permit, 
could raise them toa happier life and he struggled with 
the obstinacy which binds them hand and foot. His life 
was an heroic conflict with the Oriya demons of sloth and 
stupidity, and the Oriya devils of jealousy and intrigue for 
the rescue of an Oriya nation. He was avery brave man, 
for he realised the strength of his adversaries and yet strove 
undaunted. He was a great faith, forhe never doubted 
the ultimate reality of the ideal for which he fought. 

- The transparent purity of his motives is best shown in 
his private letters some of which are revealed in this book, 
He pours out his heart in wise counsel to those whom he 
loved and cherished, In advising thein he could have had 
no object other than their success and happiness in life, 
Iam convinced that his attitudetowards his people was no 
less sincere. 
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Iu the realisation that meterial prosperity could come 
only from industry and practical effort and was no matter 
of political catchwords he was far in advance of his people 
and his age. His courage in undertaking industrial enter- 
prise for che common good, ill equipped as he was with 
technical knowledge and disinterested assistance, was very, 
wonderful, His very failures should be a source of 
inspiration for the future. 

It is remarkable that he should have been able from the 
first to see the truth that uo salvation isto be found by 
waudering in the clouds of metaphysics and the fogs of 
literary speculations but that the people must turn their 
minds outwards practical achieveinent., 

I have lost a very dear friend who kept alive in mea 
faltering faith when my mina was assailed by doubts whe- 
ther any improvement in the lot of the Indian people 
would or could ever be attained by their own efforts or 
indeed by help from without. The best memorial which 
Orissa cau rise will be the fulfilment of the ideal of the 
Oriya character which he hoped to call into existence. 


( 45 ) 
“MY LITTLE CONTRIBUTION” 
By Tue Hon’sie Justice Sri T.S. MAGPHERSON, 
1.C.S, K.C.S.1., Patna 


From more than a decade I pressed Mr. Madhusudan 
Das both verbally aud in letters to write his autobiography 
or at least to leave materials for au adequate biography ; 
but in spite ofall insistence that it would be of intense 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


170 LIFE OF MADHUSUDAN DAS 


interest to the public and of high value to the statesmen, 
lawyers and educationists who would succed him in Orissa, 
he too modestly believed that no one would read it. 

It was in 1910 when I was the District Judge of 
Cuttack that my friendship with M.S. Das began. ( He 
was always “M.S, Das” in English aud “Madhu Babu” in 
Oriya,) He was then atthe top his vigour and facile 
princeps in Orissa at the Bar, in politics and in popular 
estimation and he had become C.I.E.in 1904 in recogni- 
tion of his public services. In particular he possessed 
much influence with the rulers of the Orissa Feudatory 
States the oversight of which had since 1905 made the 
Commnissioner of Orissa the most important official under 
the Government of Bengal. 

I had reason to be greatful to him them for inuch gene- 
ral help which he accorded very willingly and which his 
per-eminent position atthe Bar made valuable. In his 
advocacy he was very tenacious and on points of law and 
fact very shrewd and acute. In later years he appeared in 
my Court in district Sambalpur and at the High Court Ear 
both in Patna and in Cuttack, and had a considerable 
measure of success in what at first sight appeared to be 
quite unpromising appeals. At the Circuit Court at 
Cuttack for the establishment of which the credit is large. 
ly due tohim, he became, specially in recent years, ‘an 
institution” ; the Circuit Court would somehow have see- 
med defective if it had yot opened and closed with compli- 
mentary speeches from Mr. Das. He was also in a position 
to indicate numerous little ways of making the business of 
the Court run smoothly, 

M.S. Das of tenspoke to me of’his educational carrerand 
early struggles, and of the great men he had met at that 
time, and also of his work in the Legislative Council both 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


AS SEEN BY MANY EYES 171 


-at Calcutta and in Bihar and Orissa, specially durinz the 
passing often the Orissa Tenancy Act. Others will be 
bette: able to deal with those epochs as he was only fora 
short time a member of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 
Council While Iwas Secretary. It wasafter he became 
first Minister of Local Self Government in 1921 that I saw 
most of him. Asa protagonist of Orissa and avery able 
and experienced public man he was obviously the Oriya to 
be appoiuted tothe newly constituted Ministry for Bihar 
and Orissa. When I congratulated him on his appoiutment, 
he wrote that he would perserve my letter as an additional 
proof of the cordiality which he had always experienced 
trom my wife and myself and for its valuable sentiments, 
and added : “I hope God will guide me iu the new sphere 
of life so that I may prove worthy of the congratulations 
with wihch kind friends have honoured me.” In long 
eveniugs which he spent with me at Patua, the new work 
on which he was engrossed was his chief subject. He was 
lost in admiration of the work of his Secretary and 
staff generally. My apprehension was that he was 
attempting to go too deeply into subjects of all degrees of 
importance, traversing huge files from bottom to -tep 
when he might with perfect ‘safety have confined himself 
to the Secretary’s note and the flagged papers. He 
certainly took the work of his Department extremely 
seriously, specially the new Municipal and Local Self: 
Government Acts with which his name will always be 
associated. 

Writing in 1927 when I was confined in the High Court, 
he said: “Ido not wish to congratulate you. I congra- 
tulate Orissa on the new appointment. You know Orissa. 
We have suffered mnch in the past owing to the ignorance 
of the real state of things here on the part of those at the 
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head of the administration.” Orissa was ever foremost in 
his thoughts, his dremas, his words and actions, 

Asan exponent of the rights and difficulties of Qrissa, 
M.S, Das,was not to be suppressed, aud in his early days 
the Government of Bengal was constrained to give serious 
attention ive views and suggestions, In some instauces 
he had to revise his opinions, and that he did without 
hesitation, but in the main, his original views cannot but 
comniend themselves as sound, and strong expression of 
them was necessary and was, as is usual in such cases, dis- 
counted. Noone could say that he lacked courage. He 
had 11uch to contend with enmity such a man could not 
fail to arouse and the opponents who hampered his states- 
manship most were at times his own people, but he held 
on his course, determined that Orissa should rise again 
and that the Oriyas should advance and attain self-suffi- 
ciency. In this connection the schools and especially the 
Ravenshaw College were important auxiliaries. Mr. Das 
was deeply interested in education and took up with ex- 
cellent effect the lecturershipin law when he saw that 
most Oriya students had been unsuccessful. Time fails 
to set out his wide interests. He wasan Examiner of the 
Calcutta University in Oriya, Secretary to the Freemasons’ 
Lodge at Cuttack, a prominent member of the Indian 
Christian community anda stalwart supporter of the 
Ravensbaw Girls’ School while on behalf of Miss Hazra 
he organised the attack inthe Patna High Court on the 
exclusion of women from the legal profession. Indeed Le 
helped to advance every good cause. If he had done no- 
thing niore than start his business in silver work and the 
Utkal Tannery, he would have merited the gratitude of 
his race. They were primarily intended as contributions 
to the industrial development of Orissa and they certainly 
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provided work to mauy Oriyas who would otherwise have 
had 2) leave their home-laud, The eventual failure in the 
difficult post-war period came asaheavy blow to M.S. 
Das in his old aye. He struggled splendidly to rehabilitate 
them, and I think the proudest moment of his life was 
when he was discharged from his ‘insolvency with the 
judge’s expression of sympathy for his misfortune and he 
proudly wrote to me that if he was poor he was at least 
without a slur on his reputation. Ihave always felt the 
same sympathy for him as for Sir walter Scott in a 
similar financial embarrassment. 


I should be ungrateful if I bad failed to acknowledge 
the assistance received from M.S. Das in the perennial 
struggle against corruption in the mofussil Courts. He 
insisted that it could only be eliminated whether as regards 
the ministerial staff, or as regards the rare cases of sub- 
ordinate judicial officers, by raising the moral tone of the 
Bar against the less reputable members of the profession 
who act as intermediaries, 


M.S, Das was a great mau in his day and generation. 
To him pre-eininently is due the fact that Orissa, instend 
of remaining a neglected proviuce of Bengal with a sullen 
and discontented intelligentsia, has become a province of 
the Indian Empire containing the great majority of British 
Oriyas aud looking forward with hope aud confidence to 
managing its own affairs, and it is satisfactory to know 
that though itis not given to him to be present as an 
honoured guest at the inauguration of Orissa on the Ist 
April, 1936, he had in his last days a near view of the 
promised land. Iu the days to come Orissa will count this 
ardent, humorous, abstemious, patriotic son among the 
chiefest of her benefactors. 
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“A PIONEER IN MANY FIELDS” 
By THE Hon’sxx Mr. Justicg §.B. DRaveie, UC.S. 


Patna High Court 


Being on circuit, I was a member of the Bench before 
which a reference was made to the death of Mr. Madhu- 
sudan Das by Rai Bahadur Janaki Nath Bose on behalf of 
the Cuttack Bar, inthe Circuit Court at Cuttack. Mr. 
Justice James on that occasion referred iu a few bar extre- 
mely well-chosen words te- Mr. Das’s great versatility as 
educationist, industrialist, advocate, statesman, and that 
with distinction in each spkere. Healso said that he 
could not remember atime when Mr. Das was not known 
as the Grand Old Man of Orissa. I came to know Mr, 
Das a little later thau Mr. Justice James, and shortly after 
my first posting to the district to officiate as Collector, and 
a couple of months afterwards as District aud Sessions 
Judge. Mr. Das was then twice my age and had already 
made his mark in so many spheres of life, and was well 
known not only in Orissa and Bengal but, I believe, all 
over the country. When, some years afterwards, he be- 
came our first Minister under the Montagu Chelmsford 
Reforms, my work as Secretary tothe new Legislative 
Council brought me into closer contact with him, and more 
than once hetold meof the difficulties he had had to 
contend within the earlier years of his public life, ando 
many a talk he had with the late Mr. G. K. Gokhale, with 
whom he had worked in the Imperial Legislative Council. 
Mr. Das's talks were remarkable for the selfless patriotism 
and faith that permeated his whole being and were enlive- 
ned by a rare humour. I have heard him give more than 
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oue happy quotation from Persian and recite not only Oriya 
but also Hengali poetry composed by himself. No task, 
however novel, seemed to deter him and the representation 
that he drew up iu order to show that there was nothing 
in our law to prevent a lady graduate in Law from being 
allowed to join the profession, gave unmistakable evidence 
of his lifelong habits of research and his adoption of the 
motto of being thorough. He wasa man of a large heart ; 
not ouly was his charity in the shape of doles to the needy 
unbounded, but the many battles that he had had to fight 
in public life left uo bitter memories, and it was easy to see 
that his practical Christianity made an essentially forgiving 
man of him. His vision was wide, audif he was well ahead 
of the times in which he had tolive, he was determined 
to carry the people with him, instead of selfishly devoting 
himself to the work of amassing wealth, or lazily dreaming 
dreams—political dreams for the future—without stirring 
his little iuger to make realities of them! He was a pioneer 
in mauy fields, and ata public meeting in the Town Hall 
in Cuttack referred to himself asa “back number” because 
he had taken his Degree at tbe Calcutta University over 
50 years previously. Mr. Justice Sadasiva Ayyar, who was 
in the chair on the occasiou, neatly turned the tables on 
him by quoting acouple of verses from the loth chapter 
of the Gita and showing how the first Oriya graduate had 
maintained his first place in the manifold activities of his 
later public life, He was a born fighter, or he would not 
have taken up so many problems that an average mau would 
have put away as hopeless. His own health he mastered 
toan incredible degree by meansof a strong will anda 
remarkable control over his diet. I remember how at one 
ofthe meetings of the Select Committee on the Bihar and 
Orissa Municipal Bill of 1921 we got himin the recess 
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to turn out his pockets for his luuch to find a jfew 
grains of puffed rice which he told us was all the solid food 
he permitted him- self to take in those days. And yet 
with such a diet he was working 15 or 16,hoinsa day at 
the age of 72 or 73 and regularly taking his daily walk of 
4or 5 miles. Misfortune overtook him lateron which 
he met with singular vigour and fortitude, and one could 
not help being struck by the stout heart that he carried 
ina frail body. His ideas were cast in a large mould, and 
his unceasing labours for the uplift to Utkal are at last 
beginning to bear fruit, though alas, he passed away too 
soon to see Orissa a separate province. 


( 47 ) 
“TOE PROTAGONIST OF ORISSA” 
By Mr.C, L, Puruip, I.C.S., 


Member of the Board of Revenue, Bihar and Orissa 


Ihad not the pleasure ofmeeting Mr. Das personally 
till I was posted to Cuttack as Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division in 1930. But from the date of my first advent 
to Orissa I had been given cause to appreciate the esteem 
with which Mr. Das was regarded by his compatriots, He 
was the man to whom all Oriyas looked as the protagonist 
of Orissa. the one hope of the restoration of its foriner 
glories. The fact that those who spoke of his activities. 
almost with bated breath, were sometimes very vague ig 
their ideas of these ancient glories, did not and could not 
detract from the sincerity of their eythusiasm about the 
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man who, they believed, was to restore them and place 
Orissa 4s a single and complete unit on the map of India. 

I could not therefore fail to form a mental picture of 
Mr. Das as of se ecne heroic, physically and mentally. 
My first meeting with him was therefore somewhat of a 
disappointment. He was then asmall and old man aud 
did not give one the feeling that his frail body could con- 
tain the spirit of a hero and patriot. Bunt that first impre- 
ssion was soon corrected by ‘he realisation that even at 
the age of 80 that frail body was dominated by a miud 
which was ever working and fighting to obtain for the 
Oriyas a recognition of their riglpt to an independent seat 
in the Councils of the Indian Empire. 

It was this spirit which had animated him throughout 
his life and enabled him to work to the last, in spite of 
bodily infirmities which would have daunted a lesser man. 
In the ¢loging years it seemed probable that his dream of 
aunited and separate Orissa province might mate rialise, 
and there was much coming and going of the younger 
leaders of various parts of the country, But none moved 
without first consulting their acknowledged premier. If 
‘asked what their next step was tobe, the usual answer 
was that they were just going to consult Mr. Das and 
could not say what they would do till they had obtained 
yiis advice. 

His idealism was tempered ‘by shrewd common-sense 
and au acute perception of possibilities with the ability to 
anake use of them. He was not one of those who aspire 
to reach the topmost heights but take no heed of the nece- 
ssity to plan and cut out each difficult step which has to 
be taken to reach them. Painstaking endeavour coupled 
with a single purpose carried him to his goal, and though 
it took many long yearsjto reach, he never relaxed his 
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to turn out his pockets for his lunch to find a jfew 
grains of puffed rice which he told us was all the solid food 
he permitted him- self to. take in those days. And yet 
with such a diet he was working” 15 or 16 hovrsa day at 
the age of 72 or 73 and regularly taking his daily walk of 
4 or 5 miles. Misfortune overtook him lateron which 
he met with singular vigour and fortitude, and one could 
not help being struck by the stout heart that he carried 
in a frail body. His ideas were cast in a large mould, and 
his unceasing labours for the uplift to Utkal are at last 
beginning to bear fruit, though alas, he passed away too 
soon to see Orissa a separate province. 
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By Mr.C. L. Puiuip, I.C.S., 


Member of the Board of Revenue, Bihar and Orissa 


Ihad not the pleasure ofmeeting Mr. Das personally 
till I was posted to Cuttack as Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division in 1930. But from the date of my first advent 
to Orissa I had been given cause to appreciate the esteem 
with which Mr. Das was regarded by his compatriots, He 
was the man to whom all Oriyas looked as the protagonist 
of Orissa. the one hope of the restoration of its former 
glories. The fact that those who spoke of his activities. 
almost with bated breath, were sometimes very vague ig 
their ideas of these ancient glories, did yot and could not 
detract from the sincerity of their eythusiasm about the 
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mau who, they believed, was to restore them and place 
Orissa 4s a single and complete unit on the map of India. 

I could not therefore fail to form a mental picture of 
Mr. Das as of seecune heroic, physically and mentally. 
My first meeting with him was therefore somewhat of a 
disappointment. He was then asmall and old man and 
did not give one the feeling that his frail body could cou- 
tain the spirit of a hero and patriot. Bnt that first impre- 
ssion was soon corrected by ‘the realisation that even at 
the age of 80 that frail body was dominated by a mind 
which was ever working and fighting to obtain for the 
Oriyas a recognition of their riglgt to an independent seat 
in the Councils of the Indian Empire. 

It was this spirit which had animated him throughout 
his life and enabled him to work to the last, in spite of 
bodily infirmities which would have daunted a lesser man. 
In the ¢loging years it seemed probable that his dream of 
aunited and separate Orissa province might mate rialise, 
aud there was much coming and going of the younger 
leaders of various parts of the country. But uone moved 
without first consulting their acknowledged premier. If 
asked what their next step was to be, the usual answer 
was that they were just going to consult Mr. Das and 
could not say what they would do till they had obtained 
his advice. 

His idealism. was tempered :by shrewd common-sense 
and an acute perception of possibilities with the ability to 
amake use of them. He was not one of those who aspire 
to reach the topmost heights but take no heed of the nece- 
ssity to plan and cut out each difficult step which has to 
be taken to reach them. Painstaking endeavour coupled 
with a single purpose cfrsied him to his goal, and though 
it took many long yearsto reach, he never relaxed his 
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efforts to reach it. A strong sense of humour, and a very 

uman perception of the shortcomings of all humar, beings 
including himself, helped to sustain him even waen he 
seemed to have failed for the time being; he yew that he 
could afford asmile, for experience bad taught oim tha; 
his end might be gained by another line of approach and 
so he cheerfully sought one out and proceeded to attack 
by it. : 

With his main ideal achieved his life peacefully closed. 
He lived to know that his ideal had been achieved, ana 
though he did not actually see the new province of Orissa 
come into idependent being, he had the supreme satisfac- 
tion of knowing that his labours had been crowned with 
success. His own task in bringing it into being was 
finished. Its growth he could contentedly leave to younger 
men in the belief that they would work as earnestly aud 
wholeheartedly for its welfare as he himself had done for 
its creation. 


( 48 ) 


“A HISTORIC FIGURE” 
By Mr. D. E. Reusen, I.C\S., 
District Judge, Gaya 


Ihave heard with great sorrow of the death of Mr. 
Madhusudan Das, which has removed from our midst a 
historic figure and an eminent lawyer. My acquaintance 
with Mr. Das began in 1919, when Iawas Assistant Magis 
trate at Cuttack. He appeared only once in my Court, 
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but I remeinber being struck by the outstanding ability 
with which he placed his case, bringing out with full force 
the strongest points in his own story and exposing the 
Weak + poiyts 1T @aat. of the other side. The case wasa 
Simple one, as it would be iu the Court of a Second Class 
Magistrate, but Mr. Das had evidently given it a lot of 
time and thought. 

This method of dealing with every case that he under- 
took was characteristic of Mr. Das, as I discovered when I 
renewed my acquaiutance with him in 1928. Mr. Das 
was a very conscientious man, and felt that he was not 
giving full value, unless he gave his client the best that 
he was capable of, He never appeared in my Court in any 
case in which he was not throughly acquainted with the 
whole record, and in which he had not studied the relevart 
law in all its aspects. When I met Mr. Das for the second 
time be was au oldman. Iu spite of this, he used to 
put more work into his cases than any other lawyer that 
I have known. 

The energy ofthe man wasamazing. When he was 
over 80 years, he would stand up in a Court and argue for 
hours without feltering and without becoming inaudible 
or indistinct, To the end his brain remained crystal clear. 
I particularly remember one appeal in which he appearec 
before me. It wasan ordinary case of riot, with the 
object of taking possession of some land that was in dis- 
pute. Before coming iu Cotirt I glanced at the record. 
The case appeared to be an easy one,and I wondered what 
it would be possible to urge in favour of the appellants. 
Mr, Das appeared for the appellants. He did not waste 
time ever the facts, but made a brilliant argument on the 
right of private deface. His speech for the appellants 
lasted for about an hodr and a half, and at the end of it L 
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was woudering how I could have thought there was 
nothing to be said for the appellants. 

Financial troubles drove Mz. Das to the Insolvency 
Court, but nothing could quell his inuonritable spisit. The 
universal respect with which the man was regarded appea-’ 
red even in the behaviour of lis creditors. If I remember 
tight, only one of them persisted in the application, the 
others being willing—nay anxious—to give up their claims 
if this one creditor could, be_persuaded to drop the inatter. 
During the pendency of the case the High Court gave Mr. 
Das a. certain allowance out of his earnings, ordering that 
any earnings beyond that amount should go to his credi- 
tors. A smaller mau might have taken advantage of this 
order to confine his earnings to his allowance, Not so Mr. 
Das, He did all the work that he was capable of, and 
gave to his creditors what they were entitled to under the 
order of the High Court. 

Socially, Mr, Das was a prominent figure. His personal 
attainments and his sense of humour made him an interes- 
ting and amusing companion. Of what he has done for 
Orissa, there are many whoare more qualified to speak 
than Tam, He was a man that Orissa can rightly be 
proud of. In him I have lost a personal friend for whom 
Thad a great regard, 
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( 49} 
““WHO IS GOING TO TAKE UP HIS MANTLE ?”: 


By Mr, G. E.Fawcus, C.LE., 
Direawor of Mubivee Instruction, Bihar and Orissa 


It is imdeed sad that, though Mr, Madhusudan Das 
lived to so great an age, he just failed to see Orissa become 
in independent province. I suppose that there are few 
people who think that Orissa would have reached this 
status so soon if it had not been for his work. 

It is probably true that Mr. Das was interested more 
inthe economic advancement of his country than in its 
educational progress. He was, however, keenly interested 
in the latter and, in particular, in the education of girls, 
as shown by the way in which he educated Miss Das with 
a view to her taking up work in that cause, It is one of the 
ironies of fate that his industrial enterprises failed, in spite 
of the beautiful workmanship of which Oriya workmen 
are capable. But education in Orissa has made great 
strides, and I know how glad Mr. Das was to see the steady 
progress of the Ravenshaw College and the Ravenshaw 
Girls’ School, to mention only two of the institutions in 
which he took a special interest. 

Orissa lost with Mr, Madhusudan Das an outstanding 
personality. Weak in body, he was strong in faith and 
determination, and, though he was an indefatigable worker, 
he never lost his seuse of humour. Who is going to take 
up his mantle iu the new Orissa ? 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


